Command to Love
To the Children of God, brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ in whom the Holy Spirit dwells, this is a call to attention and a call to action. 

Jesus said “A new commandment I give, that you love one another”. This Love is the ultimate gift of the Holy Spirit and yet is the greatest challenge to us, as humans. 

The church is the body of Christ, and as such is the Temple in which the Holy Spirit resides. All that Christ achieved and His miraculous powers were the work of the Holy Spirit and He passed on this mantle of responsibility to us, His followers and His brothers and sisters. All that He achieved and then “greater than this” was to be accomplished in this collective body – us - the church. 

As the Love of the Church waxes and wanes, the power of the Spirit ebbs and flows. Unfortunately, at this time it has waned. We struggle with relationships, we have trouble maintaining the bond and we feel helpless to reconcile when a rift has occurred. We are human and we will at times offend and be offended. This has separated us from each other. We are human and this will happen, but we are the children of the Living God and we are empowered by the glorious Holy Spirit of grace, that we will surmount these contentious barriers. The gift of Love which we are to seek as the primary gift will empower us to overcome. Let us also be aware we must not allow ourselves to be tools of Satan whose primary aim is to denigrate and disempower God’s people.
As the Passover season draws near, some of us have committed to fast and pray to petition our Father, the Source of Love to strengthen Love in the Church. 

We will fast and ask God to inspire and guide us as individuals in how we can change to express this mighty love. 

The hurdle is that people will applaud this concept, but not allow it to transcend the “group”. It is our hope, however, that love will rise above all the individual customs and rituals and triumph over the “fortresses of our minds”. 

There is a blueprint for love – to esteem each other as greater than ourselves and there is also an elaborate description of what Love looks like in a functioning relationship in 1 Corinthians 13, the Love chapter which we are all familiar with. 

Let us all unite with the Father and Son, in strengthening Love amongst the brethren. Let’s regard each other as if each were Christ Himself. “If you have done this (to) for these the least of my brethren, you have done it (to) for me.” Please let’s uphold, respect and Love each other as we would our most beloved friend – Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. We invite you to fast and pray with us prior to the Passover service.

With hopeful Love, in Jesus Name.

The first fast is to lay down our hope at his feet and to draw near to him and to offer ourselves in His service. 

Our hope is that God will manifest the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit among His children, so that in our fellowship meetings and interactions we can minister to each other more effectively and so we can call on each other to help in times of need. (God knows what this will be like – I just trust it will be powerful expressions of Love and Faith.)

We understand that Christ gave us a commandment to Love one another. In NZ and even worldwide, the church has fallen into many parts, like shattered glass. We argue and fight and allow bitterness and judgementalism to fragment us. In this we not only disobey Christ, but we do Satan’s work. He is attacking the church and discouraging us and our power is diminished. The Holy Spirit is stifled. We need to unite in love as our first objective.

The first fast for us is to 

1. draw near to God in humble faith 
2. to ask for direction in leading this revolution to love 
3. to enquire as to how each of us can be more loving and caring in our fellowship with the brethren – our roles. 
The second fast prior to the Passover will be with an invitation to all brethren via chain mail and other publishing, to fast in order to restore love as the glue that binds us – that each individual will pray fervently for God’s love to flow freely and that each who participates in this fast will seek God’s guidance and inspiration in how they will individually change to express this love to others. 

