Worship God in Spirit and in Truth
What you will learn in this paper

· The Bible is a closed book, closed and cloaked in mystery.

· The Bible is sealed, only to be opened to those who worship God in Spirit and in Truth

· For you to enter into life, you must know God, and you can only know him through what he reveals through the pages of the Bible – this same Bible which is cloaked in mystery.

· For God to open these mysteries to you, you must obey him. 
This paper points out that we may read the Bible, and never understand it. The Bible is “sealed” to most, but its pages open and the scales fall off our eyes, when we worship God with a responsive obedient heart.
Worship God in Spirit and in Truth - but what is Truth? Pilate asked Jesus this very question. The answer eluded Pilate, but in fact was uttered by Jesus only the previous evening as He prayed to the Father. Jesus said, “Thy word is truth” (John 17:17). We understand that God’s word is the Bible in its written form, and is therefore truth, but to most of us the Bible’s contents are confusing and mysterious. To most the Bible is not, in fact, the revelation of truth. How can we worship God in Spirit and in Truth, when the Bible is a mystery to the common man. Do you know the mystery overlaying the Bible is in fact, intentional? 

For instance, the Bible shows that visions for the last days are sealed and only some will understand. Daniel Chapter 12. But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased…” We live in these end times.
Jesus maintained this ‘closed book club’, even while He was revealing the Father to men. (Mark 4:11) “And he said unto them (the disciples), “Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables:”
Did you know it is possible to worship God, even wholeheartedly, yet to still miss the key point? Jesus commented on this very thing. He said, quoting Isaiah (from Isaiah 29:13), “In vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrine, the commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men…. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. (Mark 7:7-9).”

The title of this article is a quote from Jesus speaking to the Samaritan woman. He said in John 4:23 “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.” Paul also mentioned this tendency of people to be wholehearted in worship, but to do so in ignorance, in Romans 10:2; “For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.” 

Is it possible to worship God in vain? Yes, it is. 

Is it possible to worship God without knowledge? Yes, it is.

Is it possible to reject what God has commanded, yet still “worship” Him? Yes, people do, but this type of worship is what is brought into question in this paper. You will not be heard on high. (Isaiah 58:4) “… quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to be heard on high.” Even when people seem to be so dedicated to God, that they go without things, even food, if their hearts are far from God, and oppose his way, their apparent piety and even their prayers are meaningless! 
How many of us are willing to lay aside our own traditions and practices in order to worship God fully? (Mark 7:7-9).
Although Daniel’s prophecy says many will be going to and fro and that knowledge will increase, people will still not understand. “Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.” (Daniel 12:10). Are you among the wise?

I suggest that many do indeed worship God, through Jesus, with zeal and sincerity, but without knowledge. Many hardly pick up their Bible. The reason is because it is mysterious to them. Its pages are challenging and veiled to their understanding. Wholeheartedly, church goers embrace pleasant platitudes from the Bible, but God Himself is a mystery. However Jesus said that to know God, - this is eternal life. (John 17:3) “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

This article will give you the key to understanding. This article will show you how you may be numbered among the wise who understand. This article will demonstrate that worship alone does not cut the mustard, but worship in “Spirit and in Truth” is essential in these difficult times and that you can understand as the Holy Spirit of God leads you into all truth. John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.” Yes, the Holy Spirit which comes from God will lead us into all truth, but we must be willing to take off the dark glasses which hinder our vision.

Going back to Isaiah, the very people to whom the vision applied in Chapter 29, were blind to the fate of their beloved city, Jerusalem, and also blind to the redemption mentioned in the vision. It was written that those who cannot read will not understand, because they cannot read, but equally, those who can read will not understand, because the visions Daniel was writing about were like a “sealed scroll” to them. It was not given to them to understand. These things will be revealed as we enter the “last days”.
So you see, even the educated, those with knowledge do not have the knowledge they need. We are the children of the information age. We have answers to every question there is, just by doing a “GOOGLE” search. Our children have internet and have such an educational advantage over any generation of their predecessors. All information is at our fingertips. 

We can learn anything at all, even reading the words of such visions as Daniel’s, but we cannot search the hidden and deep things of God, despite any number of readings. We can know what it says, but this does not equate to understanding. It is possible to be well educated, but never to get to the truth. (2 Timothy 3:7) We can be - “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
How does one gain this kind of knowledge then - this truth? All other knowledge we acquire will perish with us in the grave. All genius is meaningless there. The knowledge which is truly worthwhile is not restricted to those who can read, nor to those who have internet, in fact it is hidden to most of us, but can be revealed to any one, if we utilize this one key which I will show you. Paul was a revealer of mysteries and you can be too. (1 Corinthians 15:51) “Behold, I show you a mystery…” (1 Corinthians 2:7) “…but we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:” You and I do not need to be in the dark, when it comes to the Bible. God reveals his truth to us, but we must respond to him in a certain way for this to happen. 
It has been demonstrated to you that to worship God is not enough, but rather, to worship him in spirit and in truth. However, the truth - the true knowledge is hidden and cloaked in mystery. Nevertheless, our eternal life is bound in this mystery, for to attain to eternal life one must “KNOW” God the Father, and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. 
We are in a dilemma, aren’t we? Even professing Christians are in a terrible dilemma, because they worship a God they do not know, just like the Samaritan of Jesus day who believed in God, but did not know him. (John 4:22 ) Jesus said to her, “Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.” 
If you are honest with yourself you will recognize this as true, even for you today, for there is a reason why your eyes are blinded, and it is because people, both individuals and organizations, even churches, “lay aside the commandments of God” and keep human traditions. We reject the commands of God, in order to do our own thing. Even when faced with the truth of the origins of some of our practices we participate in, we continue to do them, thinking that in some way we honour God. 
No, we are to worship Him in Spirit and in Truth – even in this day. This is the key to understanding the mysteries of God! We may be wholehearted, but we will never come to know him, if we reject what he has to say and only pick up and run with what appeals to us. Please take note, whether you are a leader in your church, or a lay person; whether you believe in God, or do not. We are to cast off these shackles of lies and deceit and follow God in integrity of worship. The scales of blindness will fall away for the ones who are willing to do this. 
We have seen that our mortality is linked to this response - to know God is eternal life. Such riches of this knowledge outstrip any education we can receive from man Colossians 2:3 Speaking of Christ, Paul says, “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge….(verse 25-27) Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;  Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:” You cannot take any riches or the reward of you hard work into the grave with you, all you take is whether your name is written in the book of life. Are you willing to put aside your ways to adopt God’s ways? Yes this is the only solution to this dilemma. This is why Paul declares in (Romans 11:33) “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”
Your vision returns when you seek God with all your heart and mind and soul, not just with your lips. Worship is so much more than recognizing God as Lord and Jesus as Saviour! Worship is about how we behave. God’s faithful are those who keep the commandments of God and who have the testimony of Jesus. (Revelation 12:17)
“And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” The dragon is Satan, who is opposed to God’s children, those who obey God and declare that in Jesus they are overcomers of Satan’s deception. 

It is not enough to say “God is God.” but to obey Him as God. (Matthew 19:17)
“… there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.”(Revelation 14:12) “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” (Matthew 11:29)
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. Yes there is a responsibility that attends the worship of God. We are to live holy lives – this is not gained through human piety and false humility. (Matthew 23:28) “Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” Matthew 19:17 “…but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” John 17:17 “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” Jesus response to the Devil during his 40 days of temptation was this, we are to live by every word of God. This is our food and our sustenance. 
Paul spoke of putting on true righteousness, as if one was changing clothing. Put off earthly nature.. immorality, lust, jealousy, and covetousness. Put off rage, malice, lies and unpleasant speech. But rather he says clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. He tells us to bear with one another, to forgive, even as the Lord have forgiven us and to love one another. Paul says to live in peace and let the word of Christ dwell in you….” (Colossians 2:20-23)
Jesus in his final hours while praying for the disciples stated to the Father. “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They are yours; you gave them to me and THEY HAVE OBEYED your word. Now they know…..They believe”. Christ prayed “Sanctify them by your Truth; thy word is truth.”

Jesus reveals the mysteries of God, which opens up eternal life to us, as we OBEY. Faith must be accompanied by action. This action is responsiveness and obedience to God. It includes keeping the commandments; and is perfected in a pure heart led by love in all we do. Seek God with all your heart and He will reward you. (Revelation 22:9) ”I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.” (1 Samuel 7:3) “If ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve him only:”
You can know God’s will and you can put out of your life everything contrary to the Great God and Creator, the Lord of the Bible and of all Creation. You can know Him personally. You can recognize everything which opposes this God and the worship of Him, not just in spirit, but in truth. Not only that, but as you respond, in obedience and service to God, he will reveal the hidden things to you. “This is eternal life, to know You, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent”. By knowing God, by obedient acquiescence to his word, you will enter life, eternally. Without this obedience, you will neither know God, nor enter into life. 
