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Why You Need Jesus.

You need Jesus because you are mortal and you will die.

Dear Father, Please bless the person reading this, that the seed of your word germinates in their thoughts; that they may ponder your love and goodness; that they may perceive of your greatness; that they respond to your invitation to join them in eternity. Through the power of Jesus who died so we can live. Amen.

God as Creator.

You have choices about what you believe. Like many people today, you may be conflicted and challenged by the myriad of theories, religions and beliefs about life’s origins and man’s place in the world within the great schema. 

The Bible tells us that God created the Heavens and the Earth. It tells us he restored the earth’s order, created all living things and finally he created humans in male and female form. He gave them the breath of life. 1.

God looked at what he had done and was pleased with his efforts. It was very good. 2.

God is the giver of life and he is the Creator of all. 3.
God challenges all people to look for him in the creation, the physical world – what is invisible to people can be understood, by considering what we can clearly see. God is “seen” in the creation – in the design, perfection, detail, inter-dependence of life forms and the abundance and balance in all things. 4.

The conclusion is this. Only a fool says in his heart, “There is no God”. 5.
God has the power of life.
This established, with God as your creator, what business does he have with you?

Well, as your Creator, he has authority and power over your life and death. 6.
He created man and woman – Adam and Eve – and he walked and talked with them in the garden. He was establishing an intimate relationship with them.

He gave them the “heads up” regarding the garden. All the trees in the garden gave every type of fruit. There were two special trees - The Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. The new couple were invited to eat of every tree in the garden, but they were forbidden to eat the fruit of The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. God told them, “If you eat of this tree, you will surely die”. 7. 

God had authority over them and over the garden. He forbade them from eating of this tree only. This warning by the one, who had given them life, was that if they chose to eat of that tree they would die. 

Well, within the garden also lived an enemy. He took the form of a serpent and spoke to the woman. He lied to her and she believed him that the fruit would not kill her and it would make her wise – to know good from evil. Perceiving that God in fact had bewildered them, she trusted the liar and obeyed him, rather than God. She ate and gave it to Adam to eat. They disobeyed God and set up a pattern for all humans. Sin entered the world “by one man”, Adam. 8.
Yes, by eating from The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, the concept of sin, wickedness and death now became a reality. The sudden comprehension of what evil is and does frightened the couple and they hid from God. The Bible often signifies sin with nakedness. Adam and Eve saw that they were naked and hid from God. Their nakedness was not of concern to God. But now Adam and Eve were exposed as sinful. Something had changed in their conscience and consciousness. They became ashamed and covered themselves with leaves and hid from God. 
It is hard to understand the impact of eating from that tree. We can only conceive of what we are told. The couple had….

1. Disobeyed God.

2. Allowed sin and evil into the world.

3. Been deceived and seduced by the enemy.

4. Understood shame and experienced shame.

5. Hid themselves from God.

6. Been told they would die.

Jesus, the Saviour of All People.

This account in Genesis explains that through this couple, sin and shame, unfaithfulness and idolatry, entered into the new world. The outcome of this for us is this, that generation after generation of their offspring adheres equally to this spiritual dichotomy of good versus evil. We all have the capacity to do well and we all have and express the potential to do wickedly – to sin. We all therefore are following in our original parents footsteps. We live, we listen to the enemy’s whispers and we sin. We die. “The penalty of sin is death.” 9.

Adam and Eve were doomed. We, like them, are doomed. Death is not life. Death means life has ceased. There is no life in the dead. We all die. It is unmistakable that the grave holds the dead. 

God had created a wonderful home, the earth, for the people to live in. He created them to live. He created them to live in a relationship of love and companionship with him. The couple came under the power and influence of the enemy. They sinned and introduced wickedness into their lives. They knew shame and they hid from God. They introduced death. Everything God had intended appeared to be thwarted.

In the passage that follows this initial account of the first people in the garden, God proclaims what was to happen thereafter. It was impossible for the people to stay in the garden and to eat of the Tree of Life, once they knew sin. They were banished. However, all was not lost. God promised that one of the woman’s children would overcome the enemy. He would overcome sin on our behalf. He would completely crush the enemy. 10.

The pages of the Bible ring of this promise, from beginning to end. Jesus is this son. He is both God’s son 11. and Human’s son. 12.  He alone can restore us to God.

Repentance and Baptism?

Do you know anyone who is perfect? Indeed you probably know many lovely kind and generous people. But every human has weaknesses and foibles. Every one of us hears the voice of the enemy, we hear his seductive lies and every one of us is subject to sin. We sin. 13.
Jesus did not sin. 14. He explained to us that sin is generated in the mind and in our thoughts. 16. That even to entertain naughtiness in our thoughts is a sin. It is a spiritual diversion from righteousness. If we harbour hate in our hearts for another human we murder him or her in our hearts. Jesus showed us what true righteousness is. Overcoming sin begins in the mind, in the way we think. 
“No-one is righteous. No, not one.” 17.  Jesus however, was without sin. 18. He is perfect. And because of this, he is an appropriate and the only appropriate substitute for our life. He gave his life, so we may live. 19. 
Jesus came and he died so we may live.  Believe the Bible. Believe Jesus. See your sin for what it is. Repent. Believe in Jesus as your hope and salvation. Accept that he died so you can live. 
Jesus was crucified. He, who was without sin, was strung up on a tree with his hands nailed to a cross-bar and his feet nailed to the trunk. 20.  He suffered beatings and abuse. He hung there until he died. Then he was buried in a sepulcher, a cave, for a grave. 21.
However, we sin, and death hangs over our head. Jesus did not sin. He never fell for the enemy’s lies. He is a worthy saviour. He died and was resurrected by God because it was impossible for the grave to contain him. He was resurrected and taken into heaven where he was accepted as your and my Saviour. 22.
Since Jesus lived and died and rose again, many, many people have accepted him as their saviour. 23. They realize they are sinners. They know that without Christ, in death, they have no hope beyond the grave. Only in Jesus do we receive forgiveness for our sins. 24. Only in Jesus can we be cleansed and reconciled to God. 25.
You and I contribute to this world’s sin. We will die and all memory of us will fade into oblivion 26, but there is a way to be reconciled to God. 

God’s Blessing on you.

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and all who are afar off - for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 27.
Repent. Be baptized. Accept Jesus sacrifice and you will live.
In your community there will be people who have accepted Christ, who have received the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ followers have always baptized people by immersion in water and they pray over the new Christian. They ask God to recognize their repentance, to forgive their sin and to send them and anoint them with the Holy Spirit – the Spirit of Christ, which seals their faith and eternal life in Christ. 

Repent and be baptized and remain true to this calling. Christ will always be with you, through the Holy Spirit now dwelling in you. He will comfort you. He will guide you. He will strengthen you and transform you to come to perfection as he is perfect. 

God bless you as you read and respond to his words. Amen.
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