As Jesus died, a number of key people were party or witnesses to His death. 

To Herod Jesus was a "magician". He was not interested in justice - but hoped Jesus would "perform" for him. Are we like Herod or the crowds who followed Jesus. He fed 5000, but only 120 disciples were gathered on that Pentecost Day when the true followers of Jesus were blessed with the Holy Spirit. 

To Pilate He was an enigma. Innocent, yet condemned, Jesus did not defend Himself. Pilate the Governor of Judea was powerless to save Jesus. Are we merely powerless observers of this atrocity- or does Jesus' sacrifice take hold of our hearts and convict us of sin? Do we "wash our hands" or repent and look to Jesus to save us?

The soldiers mocked Him, bowing as in obeisance - their hard hearts untouched by the tragic horror of killing an innocent man. Some scorn Jesus' story - the Jews considered Him unworthy to be their champion who they had anticipated for He did not lead some rebellion against the Roman oppressors, but was led to death. They interpreted Him as impotent, yet this one act is what saves the world from sin. Even hard-hearted soldiers will be saved by this submission to His destiny and purpose. 

Other soldiers saw opportunity in Christ's death, casting lots for His clothing. Does greed overpower our human response to suffering - an innocent man was dying, yet they were in it for what they could get - are we this type of person - only interested in Christ or Christianity as it lines our pockets with wealth?

The soldier who thrust his spear up into Christ's side ensuring His death had occurred, was interested in completing the task to the letter. The significance of this one man's act profoundly demonstrates that sin - the sin of any one of us called for the death of Jesus. His death paid the penalty of sin for each one of us. Who is that Soldier? Did he act on behalf of all humanity?

On either side of Jesus were two criminals - both sentenced to be crucified. In one was a repentant heart, recognising Jesus as Saviour and believing in Him, even while Jesus hung on that tree, begging for favour and mercy. Counter-opposed to him was the cynic, who like the soldiers had done previously, mocked Jesus, saying "let Him save Himself". Are we intent on continuing in our sin even when the light of Jesus shines on our hearts, or do we find repentance and seek forgiveness at His feet?

What of Barabbas, who was released in Jesus stead, or more correctly the one who Jesus took the place of. Jesus is the substitute sacrifice who died for our sin. Who is Barabbas?

The Jews, the angry self-righteous mob, who saw themselves as God's people, who took pride in their Law and adherence to it, condemned Jesus who was innocent, to a gruesome death on the cross. Swept along by national pride in their own place with God, they were unable to see that Christ was their righteousness - not their own cryptic sense of uprightness - only Jesus whom they condemned could save them from their sin. Are we like them? Blinded by our own "goodness" that we cannot see that we too are sinners needing Jesus to wash us with His shed blood - to purify our hearts and minds from sin and acts that lead to death? Are we too proud to see that we too meed Jesus?

The disciples - Peter who loved Jesus passionately and believed in Him with all his heart, still denied His Holy name on that treacherous night of His betrayal. Some of us are afraid of consequences, secretly believe in Jesus, but when challenged deny Him or veil our faith in silence. 

Judas - that poor misled soul, who sold Jesus for 50 pieces of silver. Judas was not touched in the heart by Jesus' ministry. He was always earmarked to be the betrayer. Too late, he repented, shocked by how the innocent blood of Jesus was to be shed, he could not undo what he had set in motion and hanged himself. We hear His words of Hope, we know His story of crucifixion, burial, and resurrection, but will we leave it too long before we repent and accept Jesus as our Saviour?

The young man of rich and priestly birth, who had access to the Sanhedrin, who followed and watched as Jesus was condemned, watching, but not really taking part. Like many of us, we are observers and not participants. Are we fence sitting as our day of salvation slips by?

The women, including Jesus own mother, who stood by, loved Jesus - their silent testimony bears truth to the sacrifice, the crucifixion, the horror of His death. They bear witness to His goodness and His ultimate sacrifice. To this end He was born and to this end He died. They give testimony to the power of love and it is interesting to note that it was to a woman that the resurrected Jesus - the Saviour of all mankind - revealed Himself. 

Are we, as Jesus disciples, cut to the heart by His suffering - faithful through all the trials and death, bearing witness to Him through the ages?

Which one is you? Which are you prepared to be? Let us all join Jesus on the cross, accepting our sentence as sinners and begging Him for forgiveness and mercy. Let's ask Him to remove our sins and let's seek life in Him, through His shed blood, His resurrection and through the power of faith in Him. 

Let us also be true disciples - bold in our testimony of His death and resurrection and bold in our testimony of His love and bold in our declaration that Jesus is our Saviour and the Saviour of all mankind.
