WORSHIP

What exactly is Worship? Are we instructed to Worship? What is not Worship? Are we actually worshiping in our current practice?
Oxford Dictionary – reverent homage and service to God. Adore as divine.

King James 108 times, but translated from several different Hebrew, Chaldean and Greek words. 

Strong’s 5457 – is used exclusively in Daniel and is the Chaldean word for Worship.

Strong’s 7812 – to depress, i.e. prostrate (especially reflex homage to royalty or God), bow self down, crouch, fall down (flat), humbly beseech, do (make) obeisance, do reverence, make to stoop, worship. 

Strong’s 6087 - used in reference to the “Queen of Heaven; Carve, fabricate Queen of heaven cakes; to worry, pain or anger, displease, grieve, hurt, make, be sorry, vex, worship, wrest.

Strong’s 5647 – in worship of Baal, from a primary root word; to work, serve, till, enslave, keep in bondage, bond service, compel, work, be worshiper.

In our religious devotion to God, have we come to understand what is Biblical; what is vain tradition; what is appropriate; what is custom (just a way of doing things).

This study will explore and investigate what this phrase used in the Psalms means:

“Worship and bow toward thy holy place.”

Genesis 22:5 Abraham told his servants he and Isaac would return after going to worship God. In this context we know Abraham was going to demonstrate his devotion to God, by sacrifice. Is Worship being willing to sacrifice? Does is mean to prostrate oneself to God, forsaking everything else?

Ex 34:14-16 Is Worship devotion? What would provoke God to jealousy, except unfaithfulness? Worship of idols is likened to prostitution, which is a selling of conjugal favours and occurs outside of the marital covenant. 
Deuteronomy 4:15-19. Is Worship to be in awe of the object you worship? “Place your gift before the Lord and bow down before Him. Deut 26:10. Is Worship to give gifts and to bow down before him? Once again, what does bowing down before a monarch, or a deity, imply? (Take time to ponder this and discuss it with your friends).
2 Kings 17:36-39. Serve, obey, worship and stay faithful. For Israel there is but one God who reciprocates in a covenantal relationship and agreement with the nation.

1 Chronicles 16

V4. We are to make petition, to praise, to give thanks. 
 Read V8 to end of chapter. Here are a few pointers about devotion and worship.
· Declare his praises

· Glory and rejoice in him

· Seek him and depend on him

· Remember his acts of grace and power; his faithfulness and his providential gifts, his protection

· Declare his praises, but to whom?

· Recite his greatness. Fear him – hold him in awe. Respect and revere him.

· Tremble before him, understanding his might, as creator

· Recognise his majesty, his glory

· Bring your offering, come before him and worship

· Acknowledge he is lord of all creation

· Acknowledge he reserves the right to judge his creation

· Give thanks for his everlasting mercy and love

· Call on him to save us. Why? 

· So we can continue in this relationship of love.

· Praise him.

1 Chronicles 16: 39-40. Worship is done according to what is written in the Law.

Ultimately, worship is to Love God. Notice David’s attitude. V 1-2. Worship is conducted with an understanding that love is reciprocal. V 4-15

V 16-27 Worship is gratitude and expressions of faith in this great love. 

Jesus instructed us, via the gospel stories to Worship God.

Matt 4:10. This verse quotes Deut 6:4-24. Love God with all your heart, and with your soul and all your might. This is a passionate and wholehearted devotion to God.  Worship means to continue in the commandments. V13. It means to fear him and serve him. It means to stay true to only him; V17. keep the commandments; V24.  to trust in Him.
Deut 7:5-6. In context of worship, and keeping God in mind, we are to break down strongholds of idolatrous worship. 

Worship aligns with an understanding that all power and authority over life and death rests with God, and we must beseech him for his mercy.

Deut 11:1 Keep his requirements.

Worship - at least our declaration of worship can be in vain, if we leap from what God said and make up our own minds about what we should do, or follow what man says rather than study and follow what God says.  Matt 15:9 & Mk 7:7. 
The above readings show that worship is a celebration of whom God is and who we are to him…. Think about that a moment – “who God is and who we are to him”. Worship is about our relationship and intimacy with God. He is exclusive to us and we are exclusive to him. Worship is borne out in our demeanour, how we think and behave.

Zephania 3:6-… God says to the rebellious nations, “Surely you will fear me and accept correction”, (Vs 7) but they were still eager to act corruptly. (V8). God gathers the nations and “pours out his wrath upon them” – consuming the whole world. God is God, regardless of whether the nations acknowledge him or not. Eventually people must repent. So regarding repentance, God describes this change of heart. 

V9-14
· Purify your lips

· So they pray to God (call on his name)
· So they can serve him

· No longer haughty, but meek and humble

· They won’t be sinning

· They won’t be lying and they each will be safe

· They will rejoice

V15-17 God saves them and comforts them and rejoices over those whose hearts are now turned toward Him. Worship triggers God’s loving response to us.

Zech 14:16 All nations will worship the King – going to Jerusalem, at the appointed times of worship. It will be expected. 

Turning to the New Testament…
The wise men came to “worship” Christ. He was to be King. Matt 2:2.

And turning our attention to the temptation of Christ, read Matthew Chapter 4. Satan tried to buy Jesus’ worship. This is interesting when you think it through. Remember, idolatrous worship is likened to prostitution. 

Worship is an expression of gratitude. We love God because he first loved us (1 John 4:19), but here Satan attempts to purchase devotion, by selling power to Jesus. Jesus, born to be King would earn that right and be granted that right legitimately, but Satan offered a “quick fix”.

Worship is a celebratory, heartfelt response to a loving God, but Satan either did not want love, or he misunderstands worship in that sense. Without love, worship is obedience and submission. Satan was trying to buy Jesus’ subservience to himself, rather than God. Satan would Make Jesus His Slave. 

Now compare this with a healthy love of God. When God asked Israel to enter the covenant with him, he offered love in return. He offered to meet their needs through blessing upon blessing and he offered to be their champion, keeping them safe in the land he gave them to live in. God offers a type of husband role to those who accept him and enter this covenant, but Satan has no love to offer. Satan demands subjugation without any joy. 
God requires obedience to righteous laws – as he is righteous- to obey laws which allow us to reflect His purity and righteousness. God asks us for love and devotion – fidelity! And God asks us to rejoice together as his righteous community – glowing with the light of his love in a dark world. 

The lesson of Jesus temptation is this. Worship of anyone or anything but God brings one’s mind and heart into bondage as to Satan. Worship of God frees us from Satan’s bondage. 

John 4:23-24. Discussing worship, Jesus said “true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth” and that God seeks worshipers like this. He says that God is spirit and we must worship him in spirit. 

Broadly he was saying that worship is more than the place of worship, or the acts of worship, that it is an indelible mark on our inner being that makes us God’s people and gives us a heart of devotion toward him. This is also how we worship him in truth. It is not an outward show, but springs from the heart and from the spirit and hence it is in integrity – not based on ritual, so much as based on how we think and how we are aligned to God. This dictates our actions and underlies our obedience to God. This is the standard against which we measure worship, i.e. whether we are practicing “vain” worship, replacing God’s word with our own traditions, or whether we are faithful worshipers, the kind God seeks. 
It is this change of heart that qualifies true worshipers and disqualifies those who rely on an outward show.

Phil 3:3. Paul says “we are the circumcision” - people who have that covenantal relationship with God. The difference is that we worship by the Spirit of God. We live according to a pattern – the same as the culture, beliefs and practices of heaven. (Vs 20). Thus we should stand firm in the Lord. Chapter 4:1

Rev 4:8-11 reveals a picture of heavenly devotion, with sights sounds and experiential vision. 4 Beasts, never ceasing, declare God’s purity and holiness. 24 elders acknowledge God’s supremacy as Creator. 24 elders declare the Lamb’s worthiness (i.e. his worth to be worshiped: worship comes from Old English Worth Scipe or Worth ship). 
Getting the balance.

Some gatherings in God’s name are sombre and staid affairs, full of ritual, but no real joy. Some gatherings in God’s name are so full of song and dance and clapping that there is no opportunity to hear God’s word back to them. 

Some gatherings in God’s name behave like a school and lecture theatre and forget to rejoice. 

So what is worship, actually?

Our readings above show that…

Worship is devotion to our one true God, - the father and his son Jesus our Saviour.

Worship is our part in the Love relationship we have with God, (through Jesus his son).

Worship is an on-going celebration of joy toward God for his love.

Worship is declaring God’s praises in word and song. 

Worship is acknowledging God’s sovereignty over our lives (above everything else we value).

Worship is achieved through aligning ourselves to holiness and to the “culture” of purity and righteousness which is in heaven. 
Worship is acquiescence to God’s will – it is obedience to what God says is the correct way to live. 

Worship is reflecting God’s goodness and glory in a dark world. We are a light, showing the way to others. God’s goodness is to be powerfully demonstrated in whom we are and how we are, when the evidence of our behaviour is linked to the fact that we belong to God. 

Worship therefore is in our whole being. Worship of God is in what we say and what we do as we align ourselves to him in service, submission and responsiveness. 

Worship is also rejoicing in him, celebrating with one another and with him, glorying in this marvellous covenantal relationship.

“I will be your God and you will be my people”. We are in this relationship now. 

Worship is submission to the one who is worthy of our devotion and obedience and as such it includes the study of his word. It includes prayer and communion with him, through the Spirit, so that as we mature, we grow to know him and to be like him. Worship is emulating him; so we must study and obey, in order to understand who he is.
Worship is declaring his praises to one another and to the world. God alone is worthy of praise and devotion. Worship is getting our priorities straight and then showing others who and what God truly is, so they can see that he alone is worthy of praise. Then they in turn will respond to the invitation to join him, through devotion, praise and worship. 
Sometimes the celebration aspect of worship is denied in Christians’ serious endeavours. Can’t we be more like David who leapt in joy, dancing to God’s glory -celebrating his goodness and mercy? 
To bow before God, denotes his supremacy. Are we ready to lay down our crowns (our belief in ourselves) at his feet and worship him with songs of praise and devotion? 

To Worship is about time, separating out time to worship. There is a time for quiet meditation. There is a time for supplication and petition through prayer. There is a time for reading the Word, for understanding the Law, the History, the times and culture. There is a time for serving one another in love. But there is also a time for song and dance, for music and hymns, for celebration and rejoicing freely as we glory wholeheartedly in His presence and as we bask in His love. It is about the expression of delight and joy which we have in Him. 

O come and let us worship him, Let us bow down withal. And on our knees before our Lord and Maker, let us fall. Because he only is our God and we his people are. And of his pasture we are sheep, in his Almighty care. 

