The Two Camps

Theo, an incredibly wealthy man, owned vast tracts of mineral rich land. As time passed people would migrate to his land to take advantage of the mining opportunities. It was a very wealthy country with two main centres which had once been mining camps, but now blossomed into cities, Oreton and Living Springs.

Basically, Living Springs was so named because it was watered by unlimited subterranean artesian basins. The landowner’s son, Manny was the governor. Oreton was in the desert and had its water supply pumped in from Living Springs. 

People migrating into the area could happily live in either town they chose and a great highway linked them. Oreton was a free enterprise economy and was self-governed. All were welcome. 

Likewise at Living Springs, all were welcome, but because of the valuable wells there, Theo had Manny govern the city. If one chose to live there, they were to declare allegiance to Theo and abide by the rules which Manny upheld. The rules were simple. Maintain respect and allegiance to Theo and his son, Manny and treat each other honourably. 

In the living springs of water, there was a very special trace mineral available which, when taken directly from the source, mellowed the people out and gave them a sense of peace and well-being, an intangible confidence and benevolence toward others. It was a safe and orderly town. 

Oreton was lively and proud, but unruly. Unfortunately, those in Oreton were denied the life-enhancing mineral, for once it travelled 5 minutes from its source, the chemical composition of the water altered minutely and the nature of the water neutralized, having no trace of its initial “magical” elements. 

As there was no governor in Oreton, the people were free to choose how they lived, they followed their own hearts and the more powerful and ambitious people rose to the top. Crime and prejudice abounded and protectionism thrived. Many became oppressed and disillusioned. 

The highway was free to travel, but because Oretonians loved their “freedom”, they chose to remain in Oreton, rather than swear allegiance to Theo.

The economy burgeoned, but corruption was rife and pockets of poverty, disease and neglect were evident. The people held tenaciously on to their right to freedom, not realizing they were now in fact under bondage to powerful and evil overlords who were capitalizing on the weakness of the general populace. 
Rumour had it that Theo would have to step in and change the course of the town in order to save the people from themselves. He would have to banish the evil overlords and send Manny to establish peaceful benevolent governance over the residents. 

Indeed the Two Camps reflect the choices humans make. We actually have residency in one “camp” or the other – there is no middle ground. 

Theo is God and Manny is Emmanuel – God’s son, Jesus. Jesus represents God’s governance on earth and humans have the choice to align themselves to God or to be “free” to choose for themselves. The powerful overlords, are Satan and corrupt people, and “self-direction” is a mythical representation of a misguided sense of freedom. 
The blatant truth of the matter is this. One either belongs to God and lives well under Jesus’ authority, or one does not. If and when one accepts Jesus as Lord and Saviour, one is given the Holy Spirit. This is likened to “life-giving waters”, which is the Spirit of God, given freely to us. The Holy Spirit instills in our hearts good-will to all men, for we are created in the image of our loving Creator, Father and God, and His Son Jesus Christ. 
You can choose the “freedom” of self-destruction under the bondage of sin, or you can choose allegiance to God and His Son, Jesus and enter peace and life and well-being forever. 
Which Camp do you belong in? The highway transporting you to your choice of home is in essence your own thoughts. You choose which camp you will belong to and live in. Are you prepared to abandon your “right” to self-determination and align yourself to the Source of life and all things good? Jesus is your passage. You can switch your alliance to accept him as your saviour. You can leave behind your old life and lifestyle and embrace a new life in Jesus Christ, under the protection and blessing of the Father. In fact they invite you to come on over. 
