The Miraculous Gifts of the Spirit at Work in the Church of the Living Christ
Christ loves us. Giving up His life for us, He commands us to have this same love for one another. Our lives are to be living sacrifices to our Lord and Saviour and for each other. (John 15:13, John 13:34, Romans 12:1) 

In this paper the following questions will be answered.
What are these miraculous gifts mentioned in 1 Corinthians and what are they for?
Who receives the gifts and how should they be used?
Why don’t we see the gifts being expressed in our fellowship and meetings?

Why aren’t we seeing God’s mighty power at work among His faithful?

Where does love fit in?

How can Christians be gifted in this way?

How is our generation like the Corinthian church?

Have we overlooked the breadth and depth of the POWER of the Holy Spirit and missed, or even dismissed, the miraculous gifts available to us, thus not operating as effectively as Christ intended? 
Why Study the Gifts?

We “are the Body of Christ and members in particular” (I Corinthians 12:27) and should not be “ignorant concerning the spiritual gifts” (I Corinthians 12:1). Paul reprimanded the Corinthians because they were “not discerning the Lord’s Body” (I Corinthians 11:29-30) and consequently the gift of healing was not being expressed in power. Are we the same today? 

Please read I Corinthians 11:17 to the end of chapter 14 and reflect on the command to love. This reading shows how the distribution of spiritual gifts is to all, not a few, according to God’s grace; that we are to desire spiritual gifts - to eagerly and earnestly seek for God to bless us with these gifts, to express love and care for each other in miraculous and powerful ways. We must submit to Christ as He leads us via inspiration of the Holy Spirit to exercise the gifts.
The Greatest Gift of All

The greatest ‘gift’ we receive from God is His Spirit, of immeasurable value, available to all who are called to salvation (Acts 2:38). This word ‘gift’ is from the Greek “dorea” - kindness, gratuity or favour. 
It is through the power of this Holy Spirit that we humans, receive the miraculous ‘gifts’ of Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12 and 14, from the Greek “charisma” they are miraculous faculties or endowments, often referred to as the charismatic gifts. Paul challenges us to examine ourselves to determine what gifts we are blessed with and to use them to the best of our ability (Romans 12:3-8).
Why Should we be Interested in Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians 
The first letter to the Corinthians addressed problems of divisiveness and contentiousness. The timing of the letter looks towards the Passover, a time when they were instructed to examine themselves before partaking of the memorial service of Christ’s death. Paul comments on the divisions in the church in which their “meetings cause more harm than good” (I Corinthians 11:17-18), and he corrects their attitudes by developing the analogy of the church as a “body” of which Christ is the head. In this context, the congregation needed correction to properly discern Christ’s broken body and understand the church to be the “Body of Christ” through which his Spirit now works.
Paul’s instruction about cohesiveness in the body for health, well-being and strength can be considered an exhortation for the church in this age. Each of us can reflect on how our attitudes, words and actions either build up or tear down the loving bonds of the Spirit.

What Makes a Healthy Church?

A healthy church firmly linked to Christ through the Holy Spirit works together in love. Christ likened Himself to a vine (John 15:1-8) and we individuals to the branches which must abide in Him. On a vine, branches reach out and wrap themselves around one another and hug one another for support and a place to grow. Similarly, we must produce much fruit, but we can do nothing without Him (verse 5). 

In Paul’s analogy, Christ is the head of the body and directs all we do as a church. We are “members” of the body and each is apportioned a role according to God’s grace. (I Corinthians 12:14-27). Comparing our close relationships to the inter-dependence in human anatomy, Paul demonstrates that each person in the church has a part to play in the maintenance and work of the church. For this reason God grants specific gifts through the Holy Spirit. There are different gifts, services and workings but God works them in all men (I Corinthians 12:4-6). Each of us is to use our gifts for the well-being of the whole body, in a spirit of inter-dependence having “equal concern for each other” (I Corinthians 12:27-31).
All of Us Can Have These Gifts

The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to “profit withal” (I Corinthians 12:7; I Corinthians 12:7-11 - NIV) “for the common good”. “To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them to each one just as He determines.” Paul says we are to eagerly desire the greater gifts, i.e. those that profit the most (verse 31).

Through that one and self-same Spirit, God has set the members in the Body as it pleases Him (I Corinthians 12:18). This “one body” is in effect, the working Body of Christ (verse 27) - many members baptised into one body, all drinking of the same Spirit (verses 12-14) each is essential to the effective working of the whole body, as we submit to Christ the Head.

I Corinthians 12 shows that each member is blessed with the power of the Spirit (not just the role and responsibility of the ministry) - Christ in us - and will exercise the gifts that God grants us, and indeed we must do to be effective in the work we are called to do.

Power from on High

Jesus promised that the disciples would be “clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). Paul clarifies how the gifts of power ought be recognized and utilized for the functioning and work of the “Body of Christ”. It is Christ’s work being done through us and in us. “We are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). We individuals are the work of God, and we are called to do good works. Christ also told us “These things you will do and greater works than these.” It is by the power of the Holy Spirit, Christ in us, that “greater works” will be done (John 14:12). Dare we believe that we could do greater works than Christ? 

Examining these powerful gifts: word of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, healing, working of miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, diverse tongues, and interpretation of tongues, manifestations of the one and self-same Spirit (I Corinthians 12:11). These are not normal or common talents, but amazing and miraculous expressions of God’s power, through His people. We all ‘drink’ of the same marvellous Spirit, the well-spring of which is the Father through our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Love is the Foundation

We are exhorted to follow the way of love, eagerly desiring spiritual gifts (I Corinthians 14:1). Interestingly it is possible to be most spectacular in the manifestation and expression of the gifts, this has no meaning unless love motivates our every undertaking on behalf of Christ (I Corinthians 13:3). Love and respect toward one another are paramount to the outpouring of miraculous gifts upon the children of God. Speaking in tongues, having the gift of prophecy, understanding mysteries, performing miracles, moving mountains, bestowing gifts, or even being a martyr – without love, these are meaningless expressions of self promotion (I Corinthians 13). We must, in love, treat each other as we would our Saviour. After all, is that not what we commit to when we wash each other’s feet? 

Our meetings can reflect the loving expression of the work of the Holy Spirit in us, working for the benefit of the church and its members (I Peter 4:10-11). Paul asks; “What good am I to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction?” (I Corinthians 14:6). For us to help one another in this way, we must seek and utilise these amazing gifts. “Forasmuch as you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that you may excel to the edifying of the church” (1 Corinthians 14:12). The gifts are holy and powerful - to be used to benefit each of us - to build up, teach, nurture, and inspire, etc. 

Jesus rejects any work that does not stem from love for Him toward the brethren. “If you did it for the least of these, you did it for me.” Likewise if you did not, if you saw “my” need, but did not act - if you did not help “these, the least of my brethren”, you ignored the Lord’s need (Matthew 25:31-46).

Chapter 13 of I Corinthians, concludes with this thought. So many things which at this time seem important (including the gifts) will eventually become obsolete, but love will endure forever. Do we love? The Love Chapter enquires of each of us, are we lovingly seeking one another’s well-being? 
Developing the Fruits of the Spirit

The Holy Spirit - the indwelling of Christ - perfects patience, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance in us. These are the ‘fruits’ of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) and are outward evidence of love at work (Ephesians 4:13). 

Understand the difference between the fruit of the Spirit and spiritual gifts. The fruit of the Spirit are the result of expressing God’s love through the workings of the Spirit, and are developed as we grow in grace and knowledge. Spiritual gifts are godly tools by which we may help one another, working together with love and respect. They differ from individual to individual. Not all are prophets, not all have the gift of speaking in tongues, etc. The fruit is what is produced in us. The gifts are the tools we use.
When we have God’s divine nature, we extend His love within us to others, especially the brethren whom He has called into the congregation, or Body of Christ (I John 3:16). Love is a deep-seated attribute of the divine nature that permeates all of our thoughts and actions. We express His love through the gifts and it is by this that we are known as Christ’s disciples.

The Gifts and their Purpose

Different gifts serve different purposes. Let’s examine Paul’s discussion regarding the role of prophecy versus speaking in tongues. “…everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort” (I Corinthians 14:3) - the person “speaking in tongues” speaks to God (verse 2). In comparison, this same miraculous gift - the ability to speak in foreign languages was given as a witness facilitating conversion of many, on that inaugural day of Pentecost (Acts 2:2-11), when the church was begun. Some gifts may still be a mystery to many of us, but Paul makes it clear that however they are revealed the gifts are for the building up of the church through our love for one other. 

One example of the gifts in practice is seen in Paul’s letter to Timothy. Paul refers to the prophecy given through the laying on of hands on Timothy. He implores Timothy to pursue this work, his gifts, wholeheartedly. It appears that Timothy’s gifts were to teach and preach (I Timothy 1:18 and I Timothy 4:11-16). Why is it that we do not see this type of ministering through the laying on of hands, to bless each other with these extraordinary gifts in our church today? 

Seek the gifts

We can ask and trust God to anoint us each with miraculous power for the benefit of our brethren. “Desire spiritual gifts” (I Corinthians 14:1). We look for these miracles in our lives as we struggle through our trials, i.e. a word of exhortation from God from another’s lips will fortify a brother or sister in a personal challenge (word of wisdom or revelation). A prophecy or revelation given for the whole church or an individual, may confirm a gift of the Spirit. If, for God’s work, a mountain needs to be moved, we would be able to say, “Go from here to there.” (Matthew 17:20) and it will go (worker of miracles). Christ assures us that whatever we ask “in His name” will be given (John 14:13, 15:16). 

We, as the Body of Christ, need to acknowledge that miraculous gifts are for the Church of God. Though we may tend to shy away from miracles because of the flamboyant behaviour shown in some religious programs on television, we are exhorted to desire them amongst us for the church’s edification. We should ask for that which is aligned with Christ’s purpose, and will. “These things you will do and greater than these” (John 14:12-14). He offers to us this power of the Holy Spirit.

Will He Find Faith on the Earth? 
Believe. The gifts - these holy, uncommon, miraculous gifts are not latent or inherent talents, but miraculous expressions of God’s love offered to us, to desire, to ask for, to seek, and to use. Consider what He says here, when Christ visited his hometown, not many miracles were performed, because of “their lack of faith” (Matthew 13:57-58). Christ asked, when He returns will He “find faith on the earth”?
These out-workings of the Spirit are evidence of faith. The church is empowered and upheld by the Spirit of God as we believe. It is imperative that love, and only love, guides this pursuit. It is imperative that the church believes, seeks and accepts in faith what it has not dared to fully embrace in this age. 

By Much Prayer and Fasting

God desires us to be earnest, not lukewarm or disinterested (Revelation 3:15-16). Remember when the disciples, on their first independent evangelistic tour, sought to cast out a particular demon, but were powerless? Christ’s response was; “These come out only through much prayer and fasting” (Mark 9:29). When, out of love we desire these gifts, understand that we put ourselves forward to work for Christ. We are not our own. It will require courage, faith, time and sacrifice. This is why we must fast and pray - to seek God’s grace; as one who is prepared to join Him and work for Him. To humble ourselves so we may be pliable and effective tools in His hands. To ensure all we do is from love, never from pride, vanity or self-promotion. Prayer with fasting is a powerful spiritual tool, because it demonstrates humility, earnestness, devotion and complete submission to God’s will.
Conclusion

In this paper it is shown through Paul’s writings and other scriptures, how God blesses His children with the Holy Spirit, which in turn empowers us to care for one another within our fellowship body, the church. These wonderful gifts are far greater than natural talents as they impress on us the very power and love of God toward one another. The blessings of the gifts are made available for all of us, and we are urged to desire them, seek them and use them to serve each other individually and to fortify the church as a whole.

We are the instruments by which God will accomplish His will. Please read again I Corinthians 11, 12, 13 and 14 and similar passages, in order to understand and be more open to seeking, accepting and using these gifts given by God to His children. There is an Almighty potential we are yet to witness. The power of God must outstrip the confusion of the Evil one. 

How well are we doing in the greatest love of all? Are we ready to lay down our lives for our friends? It is time to seek these gifts through God’s power, grace and glory, giving the Holy Spirit full reign. We will speak of healings, miracles and prophecies, and blessings as power from on high inspires our fellowship and our lives. Surely when we are expressing love in this way, allowing full expression of the Spirit of Christ in each of us, the Church will rise up glorious, powerful and worthy, without flaw, as we see her in Revelation?
This paper emphasises how love and only love must guide all we do in Christ’s name, for the work of the church, for the brethren and for the sake of the Gospel. Love, expressed in our care for each other, will grow more meaningful, as the “time” draws near. Wait confidently on God, dear brethren, to see His power manifested in the church through these miraculous gifts responding to this exhortation by Paul to give love pre-eminence in our relationships. 

We invite your insights and comments on this topic. Please email us on edifythechurch@gmail.com  and discuss this paper with friends. 
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