The Gospel of God’s Love

John the Baptist came first. His message was this. Repent and be baptized. He was a prophet of God. He was the one “crying in the desert”. “Prepare a path for the Lord.” (Malachi 1:3) His was a message of salvation; of forgiveness for sin (Luke 1:76), because God is merciful. (Luke 1:77) Many people came to hear him and were baptized. He did not tolerate pretensions insisting on true repentance. One cannot appear pious, harbouring evil thoughts, yet expect to be accepted by God. 

John’s message pointed to Christ, the Messiah, the promised anointed one. People were ready to hear Christ’s message because John had paved the way, developing the fertile ground of a ready mind for the gospel to take root. He turned people’s minds back to God. (Luke 1:16-17)

John was a witness to Christ. (John 1:7) Jesus is the “light of the world”. (John 1:9; John 1:4) He enlightens us. The gospel message is this enlightenment. Without Christ and his message we live in darkness and ignorance, under a shadow of death, but Christ brings light and hope and salvation. Jesus is the answer to mankind’s troubles. Jesus gives us the right to be children of God. Jesus message is one of grace and truth. The people of the time had only known the law and all people everywhere are under sin. “No one is righteous, no, not one”. We are all under the shadow of death, (Romans 5:12-15) until we understand and accept the message of Christ – until we understand and accept Christ as the one who saves us from our sins. (John 1:29-34)
Jesus spoke about the Kingdom of God. Nathaneal recognized Jesus as “the King of Israel”. Jesus is a descendent of King David and he is the promised King and Saviour – not only of Israel, but of the whole world. (Revelation 19:11-16 Compare with John 1:1-18) Jesus is the “Word” (he is the source of all truth and revelation for mankind), the Light, the Messiah (promised anointed one), the promised King, and “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29)

Jesus message was about the Kingdom of God. (Matthew 9:35) The Kingdom, over which he was, (and is) to be King. (Matthew 9:35) The message tied in with the expectations of the Jewish Israelites who awaited a Mighty Saviour, one who was prophesied to redeem Israel and to free them from their oppressors. Jesus gospel was far greater than this and the Jews hope was put on hold for a later date. Jesus Kingdom is over Jew and Gentile – over the children of Abraham and over all men. Jesus Kingdom is to be established on earth at his return. (Matthew 24, Luke 21, Revelation 19) Jesus invites us to align with him. The establishment of the actual Kingdom of God on earth will be a torrid time, but for the believer, we enter that Kingdom, ahead of time. When we accept Christ as our Saviour and King, our citizenship is sealed in heaven, where he is. 
Jesus message was about his ultimate authority granted to him by the Father. Jesus himself has power over life and death. He has the authority to heal the sick, raise the dead and to forgive sins. Jesus has the authority to judge the world. Our fate, the fate of every human, is in his hands. 

Jesus sent the 12 disciples out two by two to preach. They preached that people should repent (Mark 3:13, Mark 6:7-12 and 6:30) and declared that the “Kingdom of Heaven is near”. (Matthew 10:7 {read all Matthew 10 for a fuller picture of the disciples’ mission}) 

After Jesus’ death, the disciples were forlorn, but only momentarily, because though Jesus died for our sins, he was also resurrected that we also may have life in him. They felt as though all was lost, but Jesus returned and comforted them and explained more fully that the Kingdom of God was yet future. And that the disciples must go and teach all the nations about the Kingdom of God, about repentance and baptism – about redemption through Christ’s shed blood. 
The Book of Acts is about the start of this powerful movement, the church. The disciples proclaimed this message with power. (Acts 1:4, 7) The disciples were empowered by the Holy Spirit and Peter gave the first mighty witness about Christ. (Acts 2 :14-40) His message was so impressive, that 3,000 people were baptized that very day. This was the birth of the Church. His message “Jesus whom you crucified is both Lord and Christ.. Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 3:11-26, 4:8-12) It is a message of a new life. (Acts 5:20, 29) It is a message of Jesus’ betrayal, death, resurrection and ascension to sit at the right hand of the throne of God in Heaven. (Acts 5:29-32) The good news is that Jesus is the Christ, He is the answer. 

So what is the Gospel?

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believes in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

1. Jesus was and is the Son of God, conceived and born to a virgin by miraculous power of the Holy Spirit – fulfilling God’s prophecies about the Messiah. 

2. Jesus taught us about the Father and about Love. He taught us how to live. 
3. Jesus overcame the evil one. He never sinned. He was pure and blameless, without  a blemish and was counted a worthy sacrifice for our sins. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

4. Through Jesus, our sins are forgiven when we repent and accept him as our saviour. We enter a new life with Jesus as our Brother and God as our Father. This is an intimate family bond which nothing can sever. We become citizens of the Kingdom of God. 

5. The gospel is also the proclamation that this very Jesus exalted to the right hand of God’s throne, will return to earth and establish this Government of Peace on earth. 

6. He must return to save Mankind from utter destruction. He comes in full glory and power (no longer the lamb led to slaughter) and will wrench command from wicked rulers who have corrupted the earth. Peach will reign and all people will come to know God. 

The gospel is the full story about Jesus. 

· The promises to Israel.

· The fulfillment of these promises and prophecies about him.

· His birth, his life and his death.

· His resurrection and elevation to glory

· His power to forgive sin.

· His empowerment of his followers to live a new life of holiness.
· His ultimate power to judge and grant life. 

· His power and authority over the earth.

· His coming Kingdom. 

Jesus is the One we are to cling to. He is the One and only One through whom we receive salvation, eternal life and renewal. In him we find true peace. 

“Repent and be baptized in the name of the Father and the Son and you will receive the Holy Spirit, the seal of the Kingdom of God. 

The Gospel Story is a story about God’s love for us and the restoration of us to Him. It is the story of peace and goodwill to all men. This is fulfilled in Jesus. 

