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The Torah in the Two Covenants – Is the Law/Torah Binding on Christians
Note from the author.
This paper was written for my own benefit, although I now wish to share it with you. It was written because I sought clarification regarding the New Covenant, particularly in reference to obeying the Law.  I hoped to tease out which aspects of the law a Christian will be abiding by, and which aspects are defunct having been enforced only while the Old Covenant was in place.  For instance, is one still commanded not to covet? Is a woman amidst her menstrual cycle still meant to separate herself from others? For some “rules” we know immediately that this is not commanded for Christians. However, for some, the practices of the early Church, the words of the apostles, prophecies from the Old Testament regarding the New Covenant, fundamental Christian teaching and even the modern Christian perspectives, can confuse one’s doctrinal stance. Are we, as Christians bound by the Law of Moses, and if so which laws ought we to be observing?
This paper systematically takes the reader through a selection of New Testament letters and follows the train of thought of each author, regarding the Law or Torah, as each epistle progresses. Where tension exists between one passage and another, this is highlighted and an attempt is made to reconcile the apparent discrepancies and contradiction in scripture as we read it today in our modern translations and versions. We do not have 20-20 vision in hindsight, as language usage evolves, cultural perspectives change and nuances and connotations of meanings are compromised or lost in translations and revisions.
In order to be fair and faithful, I have referred primarily to versions of the Bible which have a highly “Jewish” flavor: The Hebraic Roots Version by James Trimm is frequently quoted. Trimm translated the Greek into Hebrew to make sense of Jewish turns of phrase (which do not ‘work’ in Greek), and then translated from the Hebrew into English. This process has preserved the Jewishness of the apostles in their explanations of the New Covenant and its relationship, if any, to the Old Covenant. I have also quoted at times from the Jerusalem Bible, which endeavored to “translate ancient texts into the language we use today”, attempting to “offer an entirely faithful rendering” and providing notes to the texts which were “neither sectarian nor superficial”.  By referencing these versions, I have hoped to give the “Jewish” perspective a fair hearing in light of the modern, “Romanized”, church teachings which we are all familiar with.  This was done in an effort to not be compromised by modern interpretations adopted into the translations. E.g. Passover is Passover, not Easter in translations such as these. Both of these translations have attempted not to overlay the direct translation with modern interpretation. This approach I hoped would eliminate bias when discussing the Law. For modern interpretation has many contemporary adherents, but runs a greater risk of compromise to the initial rendering of scripture.
The word, Law is often used synonymously with the word Torah in this paper, faithful to the translations quoted. In Greek the word used was NOMOS – contemporary and popular translations use “law”.  NOMOS can mean law in its legal and prescriptive sense, but is said to accept in its Biblical  translation, both Old Covenant Jewish law and New Covenant Christian references to Law.  Nomos means law or perhaps regulation, but one must take its meaning from the context and not overlay it with one’s personal interpretation. 
NOMOS in ancient Greek  can mean:
1-“anything assigned”
2-“usage" 
3-“custom”, “convention”
4-“law “
5-“ordinance made by authority”
6-"rule “ as an authoritative, prescribed direction for moral and legal conduct.

7-“statute law”, i.e. a law established by legislative enactment.
Also it can mean even “melody, musical rhythm”; therefore it's the context which suggests what meaning we must choose. This expert’s specialist field is ancient Greek. http://en.allexperts.com/q/Greek-2004/Term-nomos.htm 

The point is that what we read as “law” and as legality in our translations may have, in the original held a less powerful connotation or nuance, such as custom or convention. Only a study of the scriptures in context will clarify our interpretation of the holy text. Keep in mind that the authors of the New Testament with the exception of Luke were all Jews, who became Christians. Their perspective regarding the Gospel comes from their understanding and experience in the Jewish culture/religion under the Torah; it stems also from their education directly from Jesus; and is enhanced by their own development as Christians, as God led them all to greater understanding.  Let us take them at their word.
May God bless the reader of this paper with peace, understanding and Grace in Jesus, whose yoke is light. Amen.
PART 1. The Torah and the Scroll.

The Bible tells us stories of wonderful, Godly people. It tells us of the relationship of these people with their God. It tells of promises made by God to people and promises made by people to God. When two parties make these kinds of mutual promises, they are called contracts in our contemporary terminology, but in the Bible they are called covenants. The two most prominent covenants are known as the Old Covenant, and the New Covenant. The stories around these two great covenants are written in the “Old Testament” and the “New Testament”, in the Book we know as the Bible. 

Not all promises made by God to mankind however, are conditional. For instance, God promised Noah that he would never send a deluge again to cause universal destruction. This was not conditional. Nor was the promise to Abraham about the coming Savior who would arise from amongst Abraham’s own seed, conditional. Some covenants do not require us to do anything. They are based entirely on Faith and belief in God’s goodness. The thing to keep in mind about these covenants is that God’s relationship with His church, whether it is the Church in the wilderness (Israel) or the Church of the New Covenant (in Jesus) is akin to a marriage. (Ephesians 5:31-32).
This article explores the relationship, if any, between these two covenants. It would be too broad a work to recite the stories of Old Covenant Israel, but most people will realize that Israel did not do what they promised. They abandoned the covenant and eventually, so did God (Deuteronomy 31:16-17, Hebrews 8:9, Jeremiah 3:6-10, 11:10) Most of this work will glimpse the Old Covenant through the eyes of the early Church Fathers. They had experienced conditions of both covenants. They were Jews of the Old Covenant who witnessed the life and message of Jesus.  They gave accounts of his crucifixion, his resurrection and afterward having received the Holy Spirit, they experienced life anew in the New Covenant. Their witness to Jesus, their stories and their teaching have passed down to us, today. Via their writings, this paper seeks to establish the Christian relationship and response to the Law and to understand what is meant when the New Testament teachers referred to the Law.
What is Common to the Two Covenants? 
By way of introduction let us identify any commonality between the Two Covenants.

1. The Covenants are both between people and the one true Creator God. 

2. Both required a mediator. In one covenant the mediator was Moses, but in the new, Jesus. 

3. Both Covenants are sealed with blood. The Old Covenant was sealed with the blood of a beast and renewed each year. The New Covenant was sealed with the blood of our Savior Jesus Christ and now we have no need for annual sacrifices for sin. 

4. Both require a response from its participants. The Old Covenant was based on obedience to God given laws, but the New Covenant is based on believing or Faith. 

5. Both began with the giving of a gift from God. The Old Covenant Laws written by God’s own hand on the two tablets of stone, were given at the time the first agreement was forged, but to New Covenant Believers, the Spirit of God was given at Pentecost, after Jesus ascension. 

6. Both are underscored by “being Holy” when in a covenant with God.

A Frequent Question.

Given these commonalities it is fair to ask, “Are New Covenant believers obligated to keep Old Covenant Laws?” This paper will systematically review New Testament writings to explore what the Church Fathers actually taught about this very thing. This account is not exhaustive, but quite comprehensive, looking at what Moses actually received at the time of the Sinai agreement, when Israel said to him, “All that the Lord has said, we will do”. What was it Israel agreed to? What was it they were primarily bound by? Then looking to New Testament writings we will explore what it is that New Covenant believers promise, and what is their appropriate response? If, like Israel, Christians promise to obey, what are the covenant requirements, regulations or Law(s) which govern their behavior and worship? What have new Christians agreed to do? What has God promised them? 
Background Information to understand the New Testament Commentaries. 

Israel’s Roots.

The story began in Egypt, from the trauma of the plagues, through to the death of the firstborn of Egyptians, when the death angel passed over every household. Israel was a nation of slaves, but their firstborn were saved through the blood of the lamb which was painted on their doorposts and lintels of their homes. Faith and obedience saved them. Israel, the slave nation was released by Pharaoh and set out through the desert on a journey to meet God. God performed miracles which protected them, sustained them and guided them to their destination. After several weeks, the company arrived at Sinai. They prepared themselves to stand before God on the 3rd day. They stood before a mountain covered in a cloud of smoke and God’s voice thundered out to them. He told them the 10 Commandments, which he later inscribed onto two stone tablets. Tradition maintains that 4 of these laws were written on one stone, the other 6 laws were written on the other stone tablet. One gave rules about worshiping God alone. The other gave rules about man’s responsibilities toward other human beings. There were two great stones inscribed by God’s own hand and two great laws of love they each represented. 

Jesus Perspective on the Law.

When Jesus was asked thousands of years later, “What is the greatest law?” he summarized the law into two basics. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and mind and soul. And the other is like the first. Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22: 37-39) This is the law these two tablets held. The two tablets of stone were then placed into the “Ark of the Covenant” and under what was known as the Mercy Seat, situated in the Most Holy Place in the Tabernacle. Wherever Israel travelled, and when the tabernacle was dismantled, this Ark of the Covenant went with them leading their troops. Jesus referred to and upheld these two great laws on these two great stones (which carried the whole of the Ten Commandments) regularly in his teaching, but he consistently decried the hypocrisy of appearing righteous, by outward signs when one’s heart was evil. He assured his listeners that he did not come to destroy the Law, but to “fulfill” it. What does it mean to fulfill the Law, and what are the implications of Jesus’ words. 
What does it Mean to “Fulfill the Law”?

When prophecy is fulfilled, it is not any longer prophetic, but historic. What happens to Law when it is Fulfilled? To fulfill means to carry out, to obey. Jesus did not come to destroy, but to fulfill the Law, so what happens when the Law is fulfilled? Compare Matthew 5:17 with Romans 13:8-10. The Law defines sin and Jesus was without sin (Hebrews 4:15-16). When we live a life in accordance with Christ’s teaching to Love, we also fulfill the Law. Fulfill in this context means to meet the expectations. Jesus fulfilled prophecy and he fulfilled the Law. He met all the expectations written in the law and the prophets. This is how he was able to be Savior and Messiah, as well as High Priest on our behalf. Jesus upheld the Law. He kept the Law. He met all its expectations. 
Replication.

Many aspects of the Old Covenant were a replica of things that were beyond view to the Israelites, but have now been explained to us. Thus the Old Covenant and its copies of heavenly things became obsolete. The reality is in place for New Covenant believers. The Tabernacle, which was a tent-like meeting house, was patterned on heaven (Hebrews 9:23-24, 8:5), God’s dwelling place, and the Holy of Holies is the Most Holy place where God’s throne is (Revelation 11:19). Only one person was allowed into this Most Holy Place, and only once per year, to act as the High Priest (Leviticus 16). To enter this place the High Priest had himself, to be ritually clean. He needed to wash, and don the High Priest’s linen. He had to slaughter a beast on his own behalf as a sin offering. Then he sacrificed a beast on behalf of the whole community. The blood of this beast was sprinkled on the Mercy Seat and on the altar. No one but the High Priest was allowed in there, then only once per year and only when he offered blood for his own and for the nation’s sins. This however, needed to be repeated year after year, an endless cycle and the way to the Most Holy Place was never to be breached by anyone else and never at any other time (Leviticus 16:29-34).
God’s Place Amongst His People

Moses, however, was exceptional in that this, the Most Holy Place, is where he was to come to receive instruction from God, to relay God’s word, back to the congregation of Israel. (Leviticus 16:1-34, Exodus 25:8-22, Hebrews 9:1-8). So the throne was not only a copy of what was in heaven, but it was also God’s place among the Israelites (Numbers 4:1-31, 10:11-33).
The significance of this Tabernacle and the Mercy Seat situated in the Holiest Place is the replica of heaven itself. God was with Israel. He led them to the Holy Land and He resided with them (Deuteronomy 31:23). Replication is important to this discussion as so many aspects of ancient Israel worship were copies of heavenly things, and their significance is borne out in the New Covenant and its promises.  (Hebrews 9:9-14). 

Be Thou Holy.

Israel was in a unique relationship with God. Not only were they to observe the 10 Commandments, they were also sanctified by God’s presence among them. They had other laws which were intended to keep them separate and holy (Leviticus 19:2, 11:44). There were laws of cleansings and quarantines, dietary laws, laws about what they could touch and what they could eat. There was a worship schedule repeated annually. There were other sundry laws relating to civic responsibility and marital boundaries and fidelity. 

The Scroll and the Two Tablets of Stone

God wrote the Ten Commandments on stone (Exodus 34:1, 28). He spoke and Moses wrote the Book of the Covenant (Exodus 24:3-4). God spoke and Moses wrote everything down (Exodus 34:27). Moses is accorded the writing of all of the first five Books of the Bible (Deuteronomy 31:24-26). Unfortunately, when New Testament writers refer to the “Law” or to “Moses”, it is hazy at best to us, whether they referred to all of Moses writings, or only a subset, such as the Ten Commandments. The complete Torah (The Tablets of Stone and the Scroll of Moses) was comprehensive, but at its core were the two tablets on which were written the basic principles of the Covenant (Exodus 31:18, 34:27-28). Israel said, “All that the Lord has said, we will do”. How can we know that the “Ten Commandments” is what they were primarily agreeing to obey? Read Exodus 34:28. “He inscribed on the tablets, the words of the covenant – the TEN Words.” (Jerusalem Bible) – “the Ten Commandments” (New International Version).
Firstly, these two tablets were kept under the Mercy Seat, in the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:16, 40:20, Hebrews 9:3-5), protected by God, himself. Secondly, that which is inscribed on these two stones by the very hand of his (and our) Father God, is what Jesus consistently referred to. This also is important to the rest of this account. Thirdly, what is written on the two tablets are the “words of the Covenant”.
Covenant and Law

Unfortunately, New Testament writers were not pedantic about which aspect of the Law they referred to in any particular reference. They did not say “The Ten Commandments” or the “Books of Moses”. They never referred to the Pentateuch, nor to the “Old Testament”. They spoke of “The Law”, not differentiating or dividing this thought ever. They simply said the Torah, which can be comprehensive or narrow in its translation. One must utilize the context and review any reference to the Law (or Torah) in light of the whole body of evidence and in company with other apostolic writers and Jesus’ own words to harvest the meaning intended when this word Law (Torah) is used. 
One must also be clear that the Scroll of Moses which included all instructions and regulations, including the Ten Commandments, is not synonymous with the Old Covenant. The Covenant is the Agreement with God, based on mutual promises. The Law is a set of regulations and may include all the prescriptions of behavior and worship, or it may simply mean the Law in the simple way Jesus referred to it in Matthew 20:16-21. “If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.” The Law is what Israel promised to obey when they entered this covenant with God. 
Moses “Book (Scroll) of the Law” is placed beside the Ark of the Covenant (not in it) and it acts as a “witness against Israel” (Deuteronomy 31:26). The Ten Commandments and the “Book of the Law” are not synonymous. The Book of the Law includes the Ten Commandments, but also many other requirements. The Ten Commandments, which God thundered out to the congregation, is that which underpins the Old Covenant agreement (Exodus 34:28). The Two Tablets of Stone are in the Ark of the Covenant, under the Mercy Seat, this ancient replica of God’s throne. This is a very important differentiation relevant to the account. 
The whole law was a comprehensive set of regulations but it is very evident that the Ten Commandments were very holy indeed. They were kept safe and protected by the Throne of God, implying God Himself was overseer of the safety and integrity of the two blocks of stone and that they were fundamental representations of God’s authority – not just over Israel, but of all humanity. God is the God of heaven and creator of all that exists and this Law, the Ten Commandments, the Law, the original version is “stored” within his very throne. This is profound indeed. The actual stones were protected in the Tabernacle and later in the Temple, and they are always dear to every converted heart. David said “Oh how I love thy Law, it is ever with me.” Is it possible that the true Ark of the Covenant, in heaven itself contains this Law or the actual “TRUTH” which this Law symbolizes – perfect righteousness? God’s throne is therefore the seat of Righteousness and the source of all goodness.
New Covenant and the Law/Torah.

What follows is an investigation into New Testament writings, which show the relationship New Covenant Christians have with the Torah (the Law, the Ten Commandments). One must be discerning in prizing out the truth from many references. For instance the young man who enquired of Christ, regarding how he might enter life, finding he must “keep the commandments”, he desired to clarify which commandments, which “law”. Jesus made it very clear he referred to the Decalogue (the Ten Commandments) in his response. (Matthew 19:16-22). This young man was simply expressing the question which is at the very core of this paper - “Which Law?” Which Law must one keep in order to enter into life (eternal)? And which Law is inscribed on our very inner being in this New Covenant?
God is NOT the Author of Confusion

One must understand, accept and embrace the consistency of the Holy Spirit, which inspires each of these writings. Where a comment apparently contradicts another comment, one ought to be diligent in seeking clarity and harmony. Hence one or two scriptures which apparently support or contradict any particular stance can be misleading, unless taken in the whole context of the New Testament (including prophetic references from the Old Testament). A pure investigative approach will search and analyse the teachings as a whole and suspend, for the interim, any previously held belief. However, any conclusions drawn from the study must agree with our Savior’s words. To suspend our own beloved ideas and to discard that, which is in error, is our greatest challenge. 

For Christians today, living 2,000 years after the early Church fathers, we have to be diligent in seeking and sifting for truth. Many have expounded quite opposite opinions regarding the Torah/Law. Some people quote verses which imply that the Torah/Law is obsolete (Hebrews 8:13) and about to disappear. Others uphold that it is to be observed in its entirety - barring ritual attached to sacrifices - (Hebrews 10:18) because it, the Law, is written on our hearts, according to Jeremiah’s prophecy. This passage is speaking directly of the New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 8:10, 10:16).  Hebrews 8:13 shows how closely the Covenant is bound to the Law, in saying the Old Covenant has passed away, God also says he will write his Laws on the hearts of those who participate with him in the New Covenant. The Covenant is the mutual agreement or contract. The Law outlines the terms and conditions of the agreement. Israel said they would “do” all that God said. The Law is what God asked them to “do”. How can the Covenant be obsolete, but the Law belonging to that Covenant, be written on our hearts?
So you see that although both arguments are compelling, they oppose one another. A devoted follower of Christ, our Savior, who wishes to be faithful to His teaching, will do all they can to establish the truth. We established that Israel abandoned the Old Covenant and God also abandoned it. Later, through Christ, God has made a New Covenant with a different group of people. 

Are the Old and New Covenants similar or are they entirely independent of one another? When Israel failed to remain true, did God just transfer his affiliation to another group of people largely under the same promissory conditions? Is the New Covenant simply a re-vamp of the “Old”, or is it entirely NEW; i.e. is it new or renewed? This question must be answered and supported successfully with scripture if this paper is to serve its purpose for author and reader alike. 
PART 2. Paul, to the Galatians - Regarding the Torah

Before starting this section, please read the Letter to the Galatians in its entirety.

Note that in this section and following sections many quotes are from the Hebraic Roots Version, which uses the word Torah, where a translation using contemporary English may use the word Law. Using either the word Torah or the word Law does not clarify meaning for the reader, rather the context in which it is used, adds body to the evidence regarding the apostolic position on the status of the Law for the believer in the New Covenant. 
A Different Gospel?

The thrust of this letter is that Paul laments the Galatian believers’ gullibility to believe a different teaching which was contrary to that which he had originally taught them (Galatians 1:6). By doing this, they were deserting the one who called them (NIV). This is the key to understanding some of the things Paul says in his letter. He makes it clear there is only one Gospel message (Vs 7) and those who would pervert this one Gospel are to be condemned (Vs 8-9).  This one Gospel is understood by revelation from Jesus. Paul then establishes that he preaches the same Gospel as Peter and the other apostles (Galatians 2:6, 9). Paul makes it clear that Peter and other church leaders had nothing to add to his message. Hence, like the early Church fathers, all Christ’s followers can understand the Gospel in the same way. It is the one and same message from the lips of each and from the pens of each, preserved for us today. We can therefore seek and find harmony in New Testament teaching. Galatians 1:1-2:10.
This is the basic premise of the letter. There is one gospel of Christ. However a contrary “pseudo” gospel was being promoted. Alternative gospel messages are condemned. Let us see where this problem, once identified, was manifested and exposed as disruptive, in the fellowship of faith. We will gain this insight through Paul’s admonishment of the Galatian congregation. However, prior to starting on this endeavor, let us re-cap what the Gospel of Christ actually is. 

What is the Gospel?

Jesus saves. (John 3:16). Jesus is both Son of God and King. (John 1:49). Peter knew Jesus had the secrets of Life. He said, “Where else would we go? You have the words of life” (John 6:68-69). The gospel is the truth that Jesus has authority to save. He pardons our sin, which is transgression of the Law (Acts 2:38, 1 John 3:4) and grants us life (John 3:16). Without Jesus we remain in our sins and our fate is death (Romans 6:23). Christians – those who believe the gospel and trust Christ - are the first to enter this New Covenant relationship with God the Father (Romans 8:23-26), but ultimately Christ is the Savior of the whole world (John 3:16, 1 Timothy 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9). The gospel message also encompasses this aspect of Christ; his supremacy in the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth (Mark 1:14-15, Revelation 19:11-16). The Galatians were exposed to a teaching which perverted the purity of the Gospel message.
What was the Problem Paul Found in the Galatian Congregation?

Paul weaves the problem he was addressing in the Galatian congregation, into the text and it must be teased out. Exactly what was awry? Paul explained how some people in the church brotherhood plagued the Gentiles with pressure to follow Jewish custom (Compare Acts 15:5 with Galatians 2:1-5) and sought to bring the Christians into a kind of slavery, which Paul strongly opposed. To understand the breadth of the problem read Galatians 2:1-14. Paul is passionate about what the Gospel means in terms of this type of teaching, informing the congregation that he had to correct Peter for a similar error. Peter had dramatically altered his behavior and withdrew from the company of Gentile brethren, upon the arrival of influential Jewish converts who were visiting from Jerusalem. (Vs 11-14). Interestingly, up until this time, while in Antioch, Peter lived “like a Gentile” (Vs 14) 

This brief reference to Peter, a story relayed here in Galatians, is not a cute little aside in a longer letter, but it is important to the letter, as it is an example about how even Church leaders can lack understanding about the implications of this kind of influence on Christians. This little anecdote about Peter expounds on the very error Paul was addressing in this letter to the Galatian congregation. Peter was clearly cow-towing to influential Jewish converts and became compelled to work against the gospel. Others then followed his errant example. We today, also must be mindful of the influence our actions have on others. Do our words and behavior imply something about the gospel and the New Covenant which is not true? The Gospel is the true teaching which brings us to faith in Jesus. The New covenant is the relationship we have with the Father, through faith in Jesus. 
The Error which Underpinned the False Gospel
The letter to the Galatians plainly says at this juncture that the Law has no power over us, for we died to it (Galatians 2:19). “What makes a man righteous is not obedience to the Law” (Galatians 2:16). Now we live only in the Messiah. It is faith rather than fidelity to the law which justifies us. If obedience to the law could justify us, then Christ died for nothing (read to verse 21). Reading between the lines it is apparent that some person or persons were telling the Galatians that they had to keep the Law to be saved. (Galatians 1:6-7, 2:4, 12-16, 3:1-5) This is not the gospel. How can this be so, when Christ told the young man, “If you will enter into life, keep the commandments”? The errant teaching, which Paul addressed, was not therefore regarding compliance to the Ten Commandments, but to other Old Covenant Laws - observances which are not required of New Covenant believers and observances which enslave God’s children. 
The two key points of error Paul had identified and had taken issue with in his communication with the Galatians up to this point were firstly, the pressure put on New Gentile Christians to become circumcised in order to participate in Jewish custom (Galatians 2:1-5 which relates to Acts 15 and the issue which had been resolved at the Jerusalem Council), and secondly, the hypocrisy and confusion caused by straddling both covenants and the unreasonable reaction by Peter to behave differently in different people’s company. It is clear that Paul is addressing error regarding the Old Testament Law and people bringing such practices into Christianity. 

In relation to those who were trying to enforce the Gentiles to observe circumcision and the keeping of the Law (Acts 15:5) Peter himself said “it would only impose God’s anger now, surely, if you imposed on the disciples the very burden that neither we nor our ancestors were strong enough to support” (Acts 15: 5-12). Some Jewish brethren demanded that Gentiles be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses (Vs 5) in order to be saved. This could very well be the same group who had influenced Peter so adversely in Antioch (Cp Galatians 2:11-14 with Acts 15:1). Subsequently we see the effectiveness of Paul’s rebuke, when Peter later challenged this false teaching openly amidst the elders in Jerusalem.

It is possible these brethren were unconverted, in that they tried to pull Gentiles into the Jewish religion and promoted this as being the avenue toward salvation. (Without circumcision, one could not participate in Jewish religious observances. This is why circumcision is often mentioned when speaking of this contrary teaching - this error.) This misinformation generated much debate in the Jerusalem council, but the conclusion was that the council wished “not to make it difficult for them… (The Gentile Christians)”. (Vs 19) They ruled that there were only four things to abstain from: food polluted by idols, sexual immorality, meat strangled and from blood (Vs 29). No other Mosaic imposition was placed on them. They were not to be bothered with any other “requirements” (Vs 28). To keep the “requirements” of the Law was noted to be an unnecessary and impossible burden. 
One ought to realize that unconverted Jews would not mix and mingle with Gentiles unless they had this mark of conversion to Judaism. They considered Gentiles, that is, every non-Jew, as unclean and as “dogs”. This division between Jews and other nations was part of the Law which kept Old Covenant Israel separate and “holy”. This “wall of separation” is removed for Christians (Ephesians 2:11-20, especially v 14-15). The Law with its regulations was also abolished. In Galatians Paul states how strongly he had opposed this very thing at Jerusalem, himself! (Acts 15:1-2, Galatians 2:1-5). The boundaries of the Old Covenant do not breach the New Covenant. All Christians are ONE in Christ. Circumcision and the keeping of other “requirements” of the Law are unnecessary. There is no wall of division and no separation/segregation between Christians of one or another race. We are ONE together under Christ. 
This old culture of separation was the lapse Peter was pulled up for when the Jews arrived from Jerusalem. His faith failed him at this point and he, in weakness, set a wrong example which others followed. “He drew back and separated himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group.” (Galatians 2:11-13). Back to Galatians then, Paul chides the Galatian congregation for falling for the same error, and he addresses this error, the same misguided influences Peter had fallen victim to (Galatians 1:2, 2:14-16, 3:1-3). Putting pressure on Christians in order for them to participate in Jewish custom and ritual was unnecessary, for their salvation. One does not enter the gates of the Old Covenant (Temple Worship) in order to access the New Covenant. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. “No one can come to the Father, except by me.” he says. (John 14:6, Ephesians 2:19-22).
Works of the Flesh; Works of the Law; Outward Observances.

These “outward observances” (Jerusalem Bible) and human effort (NIV) the Galatians were embracing (Galatians 3:3), are shown to be foolish when what God began in the congregation was based on belief. God’s gifts are based on faith, not because the Galatians practiced law keeping. They were a Gentile congregation (Galatians 3:1-5.), but what is implied is that others were compelling them to now keep the Law of “outward observances”. However Paul stresses that it is Faith which makes us righteous, not law keeping. He asks, “Who made you envious?” (Hebraic Roots Version Galatians 3:1) One might think that some had been implying that the Gentile was not “good enough” (Acts 15:5-6) unless he was circumcised. However, quite the contrary is true. We are under a curse if we are subject to the Law (Galatians 3:10).  What was luring the New Covenant believers to desire to practice Old Covenant ritual?

Paul makes it clear that we are under a curse when we are subject to the Law. Pay close attention to how Paul comes to this conclusion. (Galatians 3:6-10). When Israel promised God that they would obey, they said, “All that the Lord has said, we will do.” The Law is not by faith, but by doing. (Vs 12) “Those who do those things will live by them” (Leviticus 18:5) Paul considers those who are subject to this are under a curse. Now, for the believer, Christ has lifted this burden, by taking this curse on himself. What is the “curse” of the Law? Inherent in the Law is the consequence – death, which awaits those who do not keep it perfectly. It is this “curse” which Christ took upon himself. He did this so we could be blessed according to the blessing (Promise) given to Abraham long before the Law and the Old Covenant was in place (Galatians 3:10-14, 15-18).  We receive the promise by faith, not by what we do. One is either under the New Covenant of Faith or one is Under the Old Covenant of Obedience to the Law. Clearly in Peter’s case and for the Galatians it is also true, when the two covenants are confused it compromises Faith; it contravenes the gospel; it nullifies Christ’s sacrifice. 
The Ancient Promise to Abraham (430 years before the Old Covenant).

Christian faith reverts to a Promise which preceded the Old Covenant. This Promise said “In your seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed.” So by pinning the curse of the law to the tree, Jesus brought believers back to this promise which was by faith alone. The promise comes through faith in Jesus. (Vs 10-14) The Law, which came later, could not annul the promise (Vs 19). The Law was put in place to specify crimes. Salvation comes by the Promise. The Law is no longer needed as a guide toward Jesus, because we are already with Jesus, and can claim the Promise. The Promise given before the Law has outlasted the Law.

However, now Paul makes it very clear that the Law is not in opposition to the Promise (Vs 21). “If a law could have been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law.” The Law, although it is righteous, cannot give life, because the whole world is under sin and “prisoner to it” (verse 22). The Law defines a righteousness that is forever out of our reach and beyond our ability to grasp. By our striving we are its slaves, but the breach, created by sin, cannot be traversed by Adam’s children. This is where faith surpasses it. Sin is “master everywhere” and thus sin condemns us. The Promise is through faith in Jesus Christ and can only be given to those who are of the Faith (Vs 22).  In Baptism, we “died” to the Law. In saying this, Paul shows the Law’s condemnation, death, has no power over us any more. Also, in this immersion we have taken on the nature of our Savior (Verse 26-29). He obeyed the Law fully (Hebrews 4:14-16). Where, under the Law, it was impossible to enter life, now through faith in Christ, who pinned the curse of the Law (and its regulations) to the tree, sin and death have no power over us
(Colossian 2:13-14). Instead, we now enter into life. Under the Law, Israel failed to enter life. Under the promise, all who believe in Jesus enter life. 
The Law only Temporary until Christ the Promised Seed Came.

In fact the Law is compared to a tutor or guardian, until faith came (Galatians 2:24-25). We are sons of God by Faith. We are immersed into Jesus; we take on his attributes (Vs 27). We are one with Him and thus we receive the promise by Faith, not works. Jesus was under the law and obeyed fully. In this he was able to redeem us from the obligations of the Law. We are Sons, not slaves. God made us sons (Galatians 3:26-4:7).  Slaves remain under bondage. Sons mature and are free. God’s children are freed from the oversight of the Law. Jews, unless, and until, they express faith in Christ remain under its bondage, but Christians are free. The Law kept Israel subject to itself until the Savior came. All believers (Jews and Gentiles) are released from the harsh demands and consequences of the Law because Jesus met its demands on our behalf. He fulfills the requirements of the Law.
Being now free from slavery, the Galatians are challenged as to why they would go back to those “beggarly elements” (Galatians 4:9-10) and he outlines exactly what aspects of their behavior he is referring to, which do nothing and give nothing (cp Hebrews 13:9 which also speaks of practices which are of no value). Paul here reminds them that they had been freed from idolatry and its slavish practices. He cannot fathom why they would return to slavishness by tying themselves to such a schedule again by adopting these Jewish practices. He “feared” for them and asks, “Why then, be their slaves?” He is talking of observances of keeping special days, months, seasons and years. (Vs 8-11). Remember the context is a discussion led by none other than Paul, a devout Jew, about the law (Galatians 4:4-7) and that Christ redeems those who are “under the Law”. Weak and beggarly elements are “weak” because these observances are impotent to contribute to salvation, and they are “beggarly”, because we ourselves are disempowered and become slaves to (dependent on) them, but they cannot help us at all. Recall the context – the core of the letter is that some, (Jews) were pressuring the Gentile Galatian congregation Christians to keep the Law. One cannot therefore imply that these months, seasons and years are anything other than those Israelite Festivals outlined in the Torah, the Law, the Scroll or Book of Moses!
What Was Paul Worried About Regarding the Galatians?

It is important for this discussion to return to the original introduction to the letter. People were pressuring these Gentile Christians to be circumcised. Paul to this point in his letter, referred to circumcision and separation - Jew from Gentile “clean from unclean” and “holy from profane”, which is what Peter was succumbing to - and now, Paul refers to worship schedules (days and months and seasons and years) and compares this tendency to move to this style of worship, as returning to slavery from which Christ freed us (Galatians 4:4-5). Paul made it clear one does not keep a foot in both camps – Old Testament Law and New Testament freedom - because it breeds confusion and compromise and renders faith ineffective. He is referring directly to a thrust by wayward, Jewish brethren who were missing the point of the promise which comes by faith, and who sought to dominate the new Christians, by demanding that they keep laws which Christ had rescued them from. They were “bullies”. Paul makes it clear he is very frustrated, wondering if he had wasted his time in teaching the Galatians the gospel in the first place, for now they were subjecting themselves to something else. (Vs 8-20). 

Further these trouble-makers were maligning Paul’s character and the Galatian brethren were being swayed against Paul as well (Vs 16-17). The Galatian congregation became more vulnerable to these antagonists when separated from Paul and the leadership of the Church, but he is willing to go through the whole “rebirth” (to endure labor pains again) to win them back to Christ. He will suffer in order for them to be re-established in faith. After confirming how he and the congregation had been so very close, he would willingly go through it all again.
Joining the dots, we see Paul is concerned that this Gentile congregation who rejoiced with him previously in the freedom inherent in the Christian faith, now turned back to a kind of servitude. Why would they enslave themselves by observing special days, months, seasons and years, when they had been freed from such practices? 

In Verse 21 Paul returns to the topic he left off in verse 10. Special days, months, seasons and years is linked directly to this question. “Tell me, you who want to be under the Law….?” There is no mistaking that the special days he referred to were what was commanded and expected of Israel under the Old Covenant Law, which was “nailed to the Cross” (Colossians 2:13-15). The Gentile congregation’s vain attempt to participate in this type of worship was contrary to the Gospel they had first received. Were the Jewish converts making the Gentiles feel inferior or making themselves out to be superior? Were they using the Holy Day Schedule and worship in the temple as leverage to bring Gentiles under the same kind of slavery they were subject to? Were they themselves jealous of the freedom the Gentile Christians were offered and did they themselves not realize the power of Faith in Jesus? Whatever the underlying arguments were, which were being used, the result was aberration of the Gospel and compromise to the purity of the Faith.

We are Born Free. Stand in Freedom (We will not Fall)

The Christian congregation is free, in the same way that Isaac, born to the free woman, i.e. to Sarah, Abraham’s wife, was born free. Paul declares that Isaac was free and born not naturally, but by a promise (until her very twilight years Sarah had been barren). The contrast is made with Ishmael, also born to Abraham, but to a slave, Hagar, and not by promise. (Genesis Chapters 16, 17, through to 18:15 and 21:1-20). The Church is free, like Isaac. Israel is in bondage to the Law and likened to Ishmael. In this analogy, the slave girl is present Jerusalem, Jewry and Judaism. The free woman is the New Jerusalem, a spiritual organism from Heaven. (Galatians 5: 21-31). Like Isaac, we are children of the Promise, and we are free, not slave to the Law, like the Jews. The slave is Israel. The free woman is the church of believers. Freedom and slavery are mutually exclusive terms. One is free and under the Promise (New Covenant) or one is a slave under the Law. One cannot be under both. 

We do not have to pay for this freedom, like we would for a Hire Purchase Agreement. It is not by doing some kind of “penance” by obeying the “outward signs” of the Law, that we are saved. To practice these outward signs would amount to a useless and unnecessary obligation. Trust Christ, respond to him. That is all we are required to do. Salvation is a gift. Free. (John 3:16) God gave us his son. Gifts are just that, gifts. A gift with obligations is not a gift, but earned. Salvation is a gift (John 3:16)
We are to stand firm in this freedom (Galatians 5:1) and not return to the yoke of slavery (Compare Hebrews 13:9 with Galatians 4:9). Such practices – observance of clean versus unclean meats, and the keeping of special days outlined in the Old Testament Law - add nothing to the believer. If we look to the Law to justify ourselves, we become alienated from Christ. When we trust in the Law, we stop trusting Christ. When we trust in our own righteousness through obedience to the Law, we stop trusting Christ and become dependent on ourselves (Galatians 5:1-6). This creates a psychological barrier to absolute faith. What matters, is Faith that makes its power felt through Love (Galatians 5:6). This tendency to turn back to the law is likened to yeast, as it spreads through the whole congregation. The one(s) responsible for “throwing you (the congregation) into confusion” will “pay the penalty, whoever he may be”. So we also must be faithful to adhere to the pure gospel of faith. 
Paul was persecuted by some people because he did not preach this return to the law. (Galatians 5:1-12). Remember, Paul preached the same Gospel that all the other apostles did. Paul was in harmony with the other apostles, but some Jews were out of step with the entire church of Christ. It appears they straddled the fence trying to appease the Jews who were persecuting the Christians. They feared the Jews, more than they trusted God. This is indeed perverse.

Love One Another. 

Our liberty is not, however, an opportunity to live in self indulgence, but to Love one another. (Vs 13-15). Love fulfills the law because, as we saw earlier, to love your neighbor as yourself, summarizes the whole law. Self indulgence is the opposite of the Spirit. Paul says when we live by the Spirit it brings love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness and self-control (Vs 22-23). We have “crucified” the sinful nature and now live “in step” with (in harmony with) the Spirit of God (Vs 24-25). There is no law which contravenes the working of the Spirit. Nor does the Spirit contravene any of God’s Spiritual principles contained in the Law.
Finally, in closing this letter, Paul exposes the motivation of the people who were plaguing the Galatian congregation. They wished to escape persecution themselves and thought that by promoting circumcision they could boast about it. They had no thought for the Galatian brethren, but for themselves only. Circumcision is irrelevant, only being this new creature in Christ is important. We are the Israel of God. (Galatians 6:11-16). To teach Christians that they must observe Jewish Law (Old Covenant Law) is to preach a different Gospel! Some of us have fallen prey to this very lie and have lived in bondage. It is time to break free, realizing our error and to live in faith in Jesus. 
Paul, in the Acts of the Apostles

Do Paul’s actions, which are documented in Acts, belie his teaching in the letter to the Galatians? Acts is an historical account documenting the development of the early church and is a record of the activities of prominent church leaders. Paul features greatly in its latter chapters, because as time went on, the message went out more widely among the Gentiles. Read Acts 20:17 to 21:26. Paul mentioned in the Galatian Letter a movement to discredit him. 
When persecution from Jewish quarters, against him gained momentum, The Book of the Acts of the Apostles shows that Paul participated in a Nazarite vow in order to demonstrate his integrity and fidelity to Jewish Law. (Numbers 6). The Nazarite vow was a kind of priestly dedication for the common man (or woman) not born into the priesthood (i.e. not a Levite). One sanctifies oneself to dedicate a time for service and devotion to God. It involved shaving one’s head and abstaining from any product of the grape vine; from strong drink; and from touching any dead body. Finally, one was not to cut their hair again until it was shaved at the Temple after the period of time stated in the vow was completed. Samson and Samuel were Nazarite from birth, but most people who entered a Nazarite vow, would do so only for a season, a shorter period of time. In Paul’s case it may have been only for a week (Acts 18:18, 21:22-24, 26) or alternatively several years. The Christian elders in Jerusalem invited him to join with other Christians who had similarly taken this same vow and were ready to have their heads shorn, as the time of the vow drew to a close. 

Why did Paul go to such lengths, by joining with other Christian Nazarites in Jerusalem at that time? He defended himself against accusations and went to this extreme measure (in our thinking at least), to show his support for the Law. How can we harmonize such contradictory stances of this one, very influential, person?  Compare Galatians strong message against subjugation to the Law to these passages in Acts. Paul went to extraordinary lengths to demonstrate that he both obeys the Law and teaches from the Law. Let’s take a look at these unfolding events (Acts 21:24, 24:15, 25:8).

When he returned to Jerusalem, the elders advised Paul to show the powerful Jews in the city that he was not guilty of this charge: “They say, ‘that you are teaching that all the Jews who are with Gentiles should depart from Moses, as you are saying that they should not circumcise their children and that they should not walk in the customs of the Torah (Law)’”. The accusation was that Paul was teaching Jews to depart from the Law. (Acts 21:21). Paul demonstrated that he obeyed and observed the Law (Vs 24 and 26). 

Paul Believed the Torah (Law) and He Taught from Moses.

To Festus Paul was accused of being a leader of the teachings of the Nazarenes (Acts 24:5). Paul declared himself to be an adherent to the Way, the Christian church (Acts 24:14). In his defense, Paul declared, “I serve the God of their fathers (the same God the Jews worshiped). While believing all the things written in the Torah (Law) and in the prophets and I have hope. …. that there will be a resurrection from among the dead….” (Acts 25:8) Paul was keen to establish in his defense that he “had not offended in a thing, neither in Jewish Torah (Law), nor in the temple, nor against Caesar.” (Acts 26:22) “I do not say a thing outside of Moses and the prophets. (Acts 28:17)  “…while in not a thing did I stand against the people and the Torah (Law) of my fathers…” (Vs 20) “….because of the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain.” (Vs 23) “And he made known to them concerning the Kingdom of God, while witnessing and persuading them concerning Jesus, from the Torah (Law) of Moses and from the prophets” (Hebraic Roots Version) – “that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles” (NIV Vs 23). . 
Earlier, we saw that Paul told the Galatians that they were not bound by the ritual of the law. He also said the Law was valuable in that it brought us to Christ; that the Law has great value, but it cannot save us or give us life. We are not justified by keeping the Law, this is why Gentiles are not obliged to adhere to outward signs, but to live by the Spirit and live by the mandate to love. 

In the Acts accounts, however, Paul is very careful to show he conforms to the Law and that he believes in and teaches from Moses and the prophets. Paul also used the scriptures to proclaim Jesus, because all the writings point toward our Savior.
Jew by Race, Religion and Culture

To be a Jew during this era meant three things. It meant Jew by race, by nationality and by religion, which shaped their identity and culture. One today, might consider him/herself English, but this does not necessarily describe one’s race, nor religion, only their nationality. For Paul, it was different. One ought to realize, however, that becoming a Christian is not synonymous to becoming a Jew. Christianity does not negate one’s roots, culture or nationality, when one is a Jew. Christianity does not ask one to cast off their “Jewishness” any more than it asks another to cast off their “Englishness”. 

Paul was a Jew and had every right to behave like a Jew, to reassure he did not contravene Jewish Law. He was innocent of the charges. 

It is possible, that the argument regarding the Galatians is connected in some way to this very thing. Some teach and some behave in such a way that they embrace Jewishness as though being a Christian is becoming immersed in Jesus’ Culture and religion. Jesus was a Jew, but a Christian does not become a Jew. A Christian immerses him or herself in Christ. We take on his spiritual attributes – not his national or cultural attributes - but faith and righteousness which spring from faith. We become spiritually transformed. We do not have to become a “Jew” to do this. Gentiles do not come under the Old Covenant at all! We are exclusively participants in the New Covenant. The response required of us is not in seeking righteousness through obedience, but seeking life through faith. 

Summary of Galatians
The community of believers in Galatia was being coerced to submit to Jewish ritual. Those rituals mentioned, were circumcision, the observance of separation laws, (in order to maintain pristine holiness), and the practice of keeping days. To join in with the Jewish community in their worship services one must be circumcised. This is why so many arguments and discussions of the Law in the New Testament centre around circumcision, for it is a sign of being under the Law. We are saved by faith, not adherence to these outward observances. The Law only came to bring us to Christ, but now we are no longer under its authority. Christ released us from its curse and as adult children we are no longer under its tutelage, but free. Our relationship with God hinges on the Promise given to Abraham – which both precedes and succeeds the Law. The Promise was never annulled but waited for Christ, across all those centuries. Being under this promise, we are freed from the Law, no longer slaves, nor bound by “doing” (Law observance, which could never give us life) but saved by believing. To teach disciples anything different is to preach a different Gospel and dire warnings are given for those doing this. We must, however, be mindful to live and walk according to the Spirit, which is expressed in a life of Love. 

When one is deceived, one is not aware of the deception. Paul reaches down through two millennia to illuminate our path even today and he corrects anyone who has been duped by a “different gospel”. 

The Challenge: Reconcile the Contradictory Accounts 

Comparing Paul’s actions in Acts, with his words in Galatians one could be forgiven for thinking these two documents are in conflict, but it is our understanding which needs adjusting, for on the one hand Paul upholds the Law itself, but condemns people who tried to beguile the Gentiles to conforming to ritual contained in the Law. It is this distinction which needs further investigation. To Paul, hypocrisy was unthinkable (Galatians 2:11-14). However, his actions appear to contradict his teaching. Paul was falsely accused of teaching Jews that they were not to circumcise their children. He said he taught from Moses. Do Jewish and Gentile Christians have different rules of faith? Obviously more research must be engaged in, to understand this more fully. Let us resume our study, turning now to James, the brother of Jesus, who chaired the Jerusalem counsel. 

PART 3. James – the Brother of the Lord
Which Law is the Standard by which Christians will be Judged

James, who grew up with Jesus, and eventually chaired the Jerusalem Church Counsel (Acts 15:13), provides an interesting contribution to this discussion. Being the first letter, chronologically, to be written in the New Testament, James exhorts his readers to “receive with meekness, the word that is implanted in our nature” (James 1:21-25). We are instructed to DO what this “word” says for we will be blessed (How?) by being made “alive”. “If you fulfill the Torah (Law) …. you do well.” In the NIV version it says “If you obey the Royal Law, you do well.” (Ch 2:8). James spells out exactly what the “Royal Law” is. To love your neighbor as yourself. Discrimination contravenes this law. (James, 2:8-9). A little further on in the passage James introduces yet another term for the Law. He says we must behave as people who will be judged by the Law of Freedom. Once again he defines this – “there will be a judgment without mercy for those who have not been merciful themselves.” (Vs 12-13). In this context James signifies the direct link between this “word” and the Law. “Speak and act as people who are to be judged by the Torah (Law)”- the “Torah (Law) of Liberty” (Vs 12). The Royal Law which gives Liberty is the Law of Love. One cannot deny either the direct link to the commandment Jesus gave to “love one another”, nor his constant references to the laws contained on the one tablet of stone, which is summarized by this, “Love your neighbor, as your self.” Nor can this Royal Law be taken to be the whole of the Old Covenant Law, because this would be entirely contrary to that which we have learned from Paul.
James makes it quite clear he expects Christians will be living lives which demonstrate love. The point about non-discriminatory love is demonstrated with reference to the 10 Commandments. The Law that gives freedom is Love and mercy because mercy prevails over judgment. We are judged by a law that extends mercy. This is God’s grace, which flows through us extending to others. James makes it clear by his choice of words that there is no contradiction or conflict between the Law written on stone and the Royal and Supreme Law of Love. Love and Mercy fulfill the Law. The standard by which we are judged is Love and Mercy. 

Faith is married to behavior in Chapter 2, verse 14-16; charity and kindness must accompany our belief in the Messiah. Abraham demonstrated his faith by what he did (Vs 21-22), i.e. by offering Isaac as a sacrifice. This implies that Abraham took it to heart that from his own flesh one would come who would be the ultimate sacrifice. His willingness to sacrifice Isaac showed absolute faith, as he also looked toward a Savior. It was not to be Isaac who would be Savior, but a later Son, Jesus who would take away the sins of the world. God did indeed provide that sacrifice – not the ram caught up in the tree, but Jesus, God’s own Son, who is also Abraham’s seed. 

James boldly makes this claim “Faith without works is dead” (Vs 17, 20). We know how to differentiate between Godly wisdom and a contrary spirit (Ch 3:13-18, cp Ephesians 4:22-5:5). When obedience is underscored by faith and love, we sow seeds which “bear fruit in holiness”.  James’ guidance, in harmony with Jesus, upholds the Law of Love; and take note, the Law of Love is synonymous with the overarching principles identified by Jesus as summarizing the whole law. To obey Jesus, is in fact to keep the 10 Commandments. This Royal Law – to love - frees us, and does not condemn. Such freedom does nevertheless come with the obligation to do well, to give of ourselves and of our substance to those who are in need, and given with a loving and generous attitude. Like Abraham, our faith is accompanied by action. James is saying that although salvation is not earned by works, but gained by faith, Christianity is not a passive religion. The founding precept is love and that is expressed by doing. 
The Difference Between being Subject to Law and being a Judge

Now James in this short epistle does speak somewhat on the Law. In humility, we are to be subject to God (Ch 4:7) never judging one another – for if we do, we “judge the Torah (Law)” and if we are a judge, then we are “not a doer of the Torah (Law), but a judge” (Vs 11). Every society has those who are subject to its laws and those who administer justice according to those same laws. To continue with this premise, God alone is judge over mankind and we are the ones who abide by the law. God administers justice and mercy. We are subject to his righteousness. Know that only God judges. (Vs 12, Galatians 2:15-21). James says we must abide by the Law of Liberty, which applies mercy and grace. Abiding by the Torah (Law) of Liberty is not the same as being in bondage to the Torah/Law of the Old Covenant, it would seem.  
The Higher Standard 
What this means is, that Christians extend themselves beyond the Law, for they live by a higher standard. Read the parable of the sheep and goats (Matthew 25:31-46). Charity and love must be our working mandate. Judgment, for us, does not end with the prescriptive letter, but by the Laws of Love – to Love God with every fiber of your being and to Love your neighbor “as yourself”. These two overarching principles encapsulate so much more in attitude and motivation than anything that can be inscribed on stone (Matthew 25:31-46). Love magnifies and elevates the Law from a prohibitive proscription to an empowering affirmation of Godly Love expressed in our hearts through kindness toward others. It translates from a framework of “don’t do” to its counterpoint, “Do this.” in love. “Do not sin” is turned around to become “Do well”.

Recall also, that the entire Book of Moses is beside the Ark of the Covenant, not in it. Only the Ten Commandments are in the Ark, and under the Mercy Seat. This Mercy Seat represents the very Throne of God, which we see at the Great White Throne Judgment. Read Revelations 20:11-15 and consider the standards by which mankind is judged. If we break away from keeping the Law we sin (James 2:8- 9) and if we transgress even in a small point we have broken the whole Law (James 2:10). Remember this is New Testament teaching. The Ten Commandments help us differentiate right from wrong. 
James seems to take a notably strong stance in a seemingly different direction to Paul, unless we understand properly what Paul was referring to when he spoke of “outward observances” which enslave the people of God, and that we are equally clear regarding which aspects of Law James is upholding.  The Royal Law – to Love your neighbor as yourself and the Law of Liberty, to forgive and to extend mercy – because we participate in a Covenant of Grace – are closely linked to the Ten Commandments, but they are not synonymous, unless love directs our path.
One can abide by rules, and never express love. The Christian Spirit is different. James says this, “Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness” (James 3:18 NIV). “Peacemakers, when they work for peace, sow the seeds which will bear fruit in holiness” (Jerusalem Bible). There is a peaceable purity in the manner and demeanor of those who follow Jesus with their heart. This approach to life breeds holiness and righteousness. 
It cannot be stressed strongly enough that the engraving of the Law on Stone, exemplified the hardness of the Israelite heart which was not ready for the Spiritual Covenant. God promised he would remove the heart of stone and replace it with a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26, 2 Corinthians 3:3). Realize the Two Stones with the Law written thereon, represented the heart. The Law, in all its Spiritual intent is indeed written on the hearts of the New Covenant believer. There were two stones and there are two chambers in our hearts. There are two Grand Laws of Love. Love God. Love People. When on Stone, the Law condemned, because the heart of the people could not keep this Law – they had a hardness of heart (Hebrews 3:15, Romans 2:4-5), so they were condemned. (Hebrews 3:7-11) 
For New Covenant believers, the Royal Law, which is of an even higher standard, is written on our hearts of flesh (we can and do respond) and Jesus empowers us to observe it through the Spirit. We are not condemned, even though we might trip up and sin every now and then, for Christ’s shed blood will cover our sin when we repent. The heart of flesh responds to the unease of the conscience and is repentant, seeking forgiveness, when a believer sins. Christ takes that sin away and frees us from its consequence. It is therefore the Royal Law of Liberty, the Law of Love and it endures in our hearts, motivating and moving us to do well.

Word that is Implanted is Able to Make Alive - Jesus is the Word 

Law and truth are woven together as warp and weft in the fabric of the Word of God. To stray from the truth is sin; to transgress the Law is sin. Recall that Paul said the Law is valuable in that it defines sin, but it cannot save us; it cannot give us life. James 5:19-20 states that “if anyone has strayed from the truth …. (he is) a sinner…” Here James shows that straying from the “Truth” makes one a sinner. John says that to transgress the Law, is Sin. (1 John 3:4) 

Psalms 119:142 and 151 states that God’s word is truth, all God’s commandments are truth. Jesus himself said in prayer to the Father, “Thy word is truth.” (John 17:17). We worship the God of Truth. Here the commandments are directly linked to truth. God’s Commandments are TRUTH. The Law is inextricable from the Truth, from which we are not to stray. Did the Truth become a lie, or was it somehow superseded? Jesus taught the disciples God’s word (John 17:8, 14). He did not teach new ideas but magnified the truth by giving more expansive and righteous revelation about it – “Thy word is truth.” (John 17:17). Grace and truth come through Jesus. Jesus did not contradict the Law. Jesus is not at odds with Moses. The Law is enhanced by Jesus in that he showed that we abide by the spiritual intent inherent in the Law. He says things like this. The Law says do not commit adultery. But I say to you, do not even look on a woman with lust, for in your heart you have already committed that sin. Jesus stamps his authority over and superiority to the Law when he says, “But I tell you this…”  Jesus has authority over life and death. He has ultimate authority over sin, over judgment and over mercy. Jesus is Lord of all. 
When we love perfectly, sin never gets a foothold, not even in our mind. When the Spirit of Love guides us, sin will never find expression in our lives either. Sin is destroyed in the presence of brotherly love. Christ’s followers recognize sin before it even germinates into a thought. 
Knowing then, that the Law is Truth, we can also come to terms with the fact that Jesus is the “Word” who came from God, and who became flesh. Jesus is not merely a spokesperson on behalf of God. He is the living, pure, holy, undefiled, spiritual version of Truth - the Word. He became flesh. (John 1:1-14). John the Baptist said that the Law came by Moses, but that Truth and Grace come through Jesus the Messiah (Vs 17). Is there Truth then that the written Law did not reveal? Yes the Law was not clear to its adherents that Salvation, through Grace, is in Christ. The Law stated that one must do all the Law in order to live or death would be the consequence, but Grace says Jesus saves us from this condemnation. Every one of us falls short of the standard by which we are to be judged. This is why Moses said one would follow after him, “Hear ye him” (John 5:24, Deuteronomy 18:15, Luke 9:35). Moses directed us to Christ who saves us from the condemnation of the Law. 
Without Christ, no matter how hard we strive, we cannot enter life. Only Jesus can offer us this. Believe in him. Trust him. Listen for him. Heed him. He is the Word implanted in our hearts that James spoke of! The Father wants to give us life, so he sent Jesus. (John 3:16) “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
Nor was the Law universally recognized as springing from Love. It was seen as prescriptive by most, rather than as a formula for Love. Jesus had to come and show us a better view of the Law. Some people strive to obey the Law, but their hearts are never moved by compassion. This hardness is not of Christ, but of self. Christians are to be touched by suffering and moved to action. This “Law” is pure and holy and gracious and deeply enhanced by a Spirit of Love and compassion. 
Jesus Replaced Moses Role – “Listen to Him”

Moses told Israel to “listen to” the prophet who would follow him. During the “transfiguration”, (Matthew 17:1 -7, Luke 9:28-36) the disciples, Peter, James and John were up a high mountain with Jesus. They saw Moses and Elijah. A cloud appeared and as they entered the cloud, they heard a voice. The parallels to Moses and Israel’s experience at Sinai will not be lost on those familiar with the Scriptures. Moses had spoken of Jesus, when he told Israel to “Listen to him”, the one who was to come after Moses (Deut 18:15). God confirmed that Jesus was the one whom Moses had spoken of. “This is my Son, whom I have chosen. Listen to him”. God was in the cloud in the same way he was when he spoke to Moses and led Israel to Sinai. 
The re-enactment of Sinai - the mountain, the cloud, the voice, and the phraseology are consistent to leave us in no doubt that Jesus is this promised one. We can draw from this, that Jesus is the Torah, the Law, the complete Word of God, in its full expression, and we are to heed his words which are not limited by language, but living and breathing all that is God and all that is truth and all that is righteousness, into us. The presence of Moses on the mountain represents the Law. The presence of Elijah represents the prophets. All scripture looked forward to Jesus as Savior. This also shows that Jesus is completely in harmony with the revealed Holy Scriptures, from Moses to Malachi. In predicting the Messiah, Moses showed his teachings would be superseded and by this all were aware a new era would come, a New Covenant would come. 

Jesus is the Law of Liberty – the Law which gives freedom. 
Jesus is the Law of Righteousness.

Jesus is the Word implanted in our hearts. This Word is Love.
Trust this, Heed this. Follow this. Listen for him. Heed him. Move and behave in sync and in harmony with His Spirit.
Moses’ “Law” Cannot Save

Jesus is the one who saves us from our sins. The Law not only defines sin, but likewise it defines righteousness, so it is the standard we are to live by. The Law, the “letter of the Law”, is the “minimum” standard. It guides us to know right from wrong, at entrance level, but it also condemns us. Jesus saves. The Law is upheld, as righteous, but it does not have power over us. It could never save, and now it cannot destroy us either. Jesus is what is important. Moses showed in this context that the law condemned, but the new Teacher would have the answers to lead Israel to life. 

We find James in harmony with Paul’s letter to the Galatians, when it is understood in the context of Grace and when we realize he promotes the Law of Liberty, as the pure standard of living consistent with the Spirit of Righteousness and consistent with God’s Word, Jesus the Christ. He is not promoting adherence to the covenant of works by compliance to outward signs, which Paul spoke so strongly against, but rather James speaks of conformity to the Law (the Ten Commandments), in its full expression of Love and Mercy in a Covenant based on Faith and Grace (James 2:14-17). We do not “cap” our efforts at the letter of what was once written on stone, but we must let all we do be grounded in the Spirit of love and expanded by love. Our hearts aspire to live by this Spirit of Love and our behavior reflects this obedience to spiritual principles which find their moment of conception in the righteousness of the Law, and their ultimate fulfillment in the embodiment of Christ.
PART 4. Paul’s Letter to the Romans – and The Torah

Romans was written after Galatians but prior to the Letter to the Hebrews, so Romans will be tackled next in this study. 

Hiding the Truth Keeps People Imprisoned in Error

Romans 1:18 speaks of people who have the truth, but “hold it in iniquity”. The NIV says they “suppress the truth” and the Jerusalem Bible says “who keep truth imprisoned”. It is hard to understand exactly what Paul is referring to in this verse, but it is clear that the “truth” is being actively ‘hidden’ from others. In this era of world history and of church history, when the scriptures were kept in the synagogue and Temple, on scrolls, it is possible that the Jews were the ones who were withholding the Truth. They had the monopoly on scripture. The truth revealed the authenticity of Jesus as the Messiah, whom the Jews had rejected. Holding the truth in iniquity is about concealing truth in order to continue in the ways of error, with apparent impunity. 

Do We? Or Don’t We?

Paul then outlines how rejection of the one true Creator God leads to depravity (Romans 1:18-32). In chapter 2, Paul decries hypocrisy and judgmental attitudes (Romans 2:1). We ought to realize that it is only God’s grace which granted us repentance from these same crimes (those things we might criticize others for) and to know, that we, ourselves, are to be judged (Vs 6-10). If we do well our reward is honor and immortality, but if we resist and “do not obey the truth” wrath and fury await us (Vs 8). The Law is the standard for our behavior (Vs 12). So, if you sin, whether Jew (knowing the Law) or Gentile (ignorant of the Law) it is the Law which condemns us. Romans 2:13 states plainly that it is only those who follow the Law who are justified. Whether Jew or Gentile, if we do well, it is because the Law is written on our hearts. Romans’ missive was written by Paul, who told us in the Galatians’ epistle, that the Law is not that which justifies us, but rather Grace. Once again, how do we reconcile such apparent contradiction? We are justified if we keep the Law (Romans 2:13), but the Law cannot justify us (Galatians 2:16). Perhaps when we are “justified” we will be keeping the Law, even though keeping the Law cannot justify us. We cannot depend on obedience to Laws to cleanse us from sin, (Romans 3:19-24), but once cleansed by Christ’s blood, we will be living by the righteous principles of the Law. Living under grace does not give one license to sin. The Law defines sin and we remove ourselves from sin, as God removed sin from us. The righteousness of the Law is upheld.
Mark 7:1-17 recalls a conversation Jesus had with the Pharisees, who were a “pious” sect, meticulously observing ceremonial law. Jesus put their fastidiousness into perspective, showing that the physical and outward observances are not the measure of the holiness God seeks, but rather, it is what is in our hearts and what is expressed in what we say and do, which is paramount. Jesus told us our righteousness must exceed this outward show of purity (Matthew 5:20).
Our actions need to be consistent with the standard we uphold (Romans 2:17-24) regardless of the physical state we are in (Vs 25-26) i.e. whether circumcised or not. Circumcision of the flesh is not what is important, but it is how our heart is “circumcised” which is imperative now. It is our inner thoughts and motivation which drive our actions, not any outward sign nor written code. This circumcision of the heart by the Spirit makes us “Jews”, not the Letter of the Law (Vs 29). We become a Jew whose praise is from God. (Romans 2:12-16) Circumcision of the heart, rather than the flesh means it is an inward change rather than an outward sign that shows we are God’s people. Perhaps it is helpful to consider two dancers. Some can be stiff and resist the lead of the male, but others are so very responsive, so the two appear to move as one. This is how our hearts, blessed with the Holy Spirit will be yielding to Christ’s lead. Paul highlights the adjustment in the “signs” of the Covenant people – from the physical and overt practices and markings in the flesh, to Spiritual transformation in the believer (Verses 17-29). 
The Jews were entrusted with the word of God and his instructions. Just because Israel was unfaithful, resisting God’s lead, this does not make God’s fidelity untrue (Romans 3:3). God, who is faithful, will judge us. Paul dismisses out-rightly any accusations against himself, i.e. that he teaches others that they can indulge in sin. (Romans 3:8). We are all under sin! (Vs 9) We are all accused of sinning and found guilty (Vs 9-18) and every mouth will be “stopped” because there is no defense. The entire world is guilty before God. Once again we see that the Law is mentioned in the context of judgment. This is why salvation is not gained by observance of the Law because the Law exposes sin and it exposes every one of us as sinners. (Vs 9-10). The Law condemns us. Nevertheless, Jesus saves and in so doing he upholds the Law as righteous and as the standard by which we measure our behavior. He died for us because he upholds the Law. Therefore we should never willfully sin because in so doing we disregard the Love and Suffering of our Lord on our behalf.  (Romans 3:25) “As many as have sinned without the Law will perish…” and …”shall be judged by the Law”. This is to say regardless of whether you are Jew and under the Law or Gentile and not under Law all are judged (Romans 2:12-13) “For it is not those who hear the Law who are righteous, but those who obey the Law who will be declared righteous”. (Romans 2:15) Whether one is a Jewish or Gentile Christian, “the requirements of the law are written on their hearts”. We know ourselves when our actions are righteous because we understand and embrace the Law as our pure standard of living. Although we are already declared righteous, and take on Jesus nature this verse makes it very plain that we will be obeying the Law. The Bible is consistent and God is the same yesterday, today and forever. The definition of righteousness never changes. Otherwise God himself would be inconsistent and therefore unrighteous. But, God is righteous (Matthew 19:17).
Righteousness Apart from the Law

Proceeding then, Paul says, “Now”, without the Law (‘outside of’ or ‘apart from’ the Law), God’s righteousness is revealed (Romans 3:21). Previously we understood righteousness via what is revealed by the Law, but now, the righteousness of (or from) God is revealed by Faith of Jesus the Christ and not the Law (Verse 22). Verses 23-24 explain how Faith trumps the Law. We have all sinned and fallen short of the standard upheld by God’s glory, BUT now we are justified by God’s favor, by salvation given freely by Jesus (Vs 25-26). God had previously determined that Jesus’ blood would provide pardon for sin, even before we sinned. He withheld his hand (held back from the punishment we had earned by the transgression of the Law – sin) until Jesus came to sacrifice his life. The Law defines sin, but also condemns each of us to death. This condemnation and punishment were deferred until Christ came and offered himself so we could be pardoned and reconciled to God, through Faith in him (Jesus). He justifies all of us who believe in Jesus as Savior (Vs 26).  Paul finishes this passage by saying that the Law is upheld by faith (Vs 31). The sentence imposed by the justice of the Law was suspended until mercy could be applied. Mercy can only be applied because one, the Holy One, came and died, paying the penalty on our behalf. This is grace. 
Grace is a Gift

In Chapter 4 Paul discusses Abraham. (Vs 1-7) If we “work” for a reward it is earned and owed, but with Faith it is different. All we “earned” by law-keeping (i.e. trying to keep the Law and failing) was death, but in Vs 7-8 Paul now quotes David (in Psalm 32:1-2) “Blessed is the man to whom God will not reckon sin”. For one to be declared righteous, their sin, defined by the Law has been removed. Long before Jesus came, grace was understood and the ancients looked forward in belief to the Messiah. The Psalmist was referring to Grace and pardon through the Promise.  
Paul shows that Abraham demonstrated Faith “that was accredited to him as righteousness” while he was yet uncircumcised. He became circumcised as a “sign” of this very faith (not vice-versa). As such, Abraham is a symbol and icon for circumcised and uncircumcised people alike - to all those of faith (Vs 9-13). It was not by Law keeping, that the promise was made to Abraham, but by Faith and only by Faith. Paul’s point is that if salvation only came by keeping Israelite Law, it would only apply to the “circumcision” Jews, and God’s promise to Abraham “in your seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed” would in fact not be fulfilled. The promise to Abraham would be void (Vs 14).  The promise comes by faith, not race. Also when sin is not “reckoned” to us, we understand that eternal struggle and striving is no longer necessary, we find rest and peace in Jesus. Oh blessed relief from condemnation! 
Anyone who has been under a harsh task master, whether teacher, parent or boss, understands how one can constantly strive, but never be reassured that what they had done was enough to gain favor. The law under the Old Covenant was like that. In Jesus, the blessing comes to us in the realization of that favor we were striving for. We are favored by God, through Jesus. We have rest from our own works for we see now our own works could never save us nor earn favor. Grace, through Jesus is our answer, not through works of the Law. Also one understands how it is for a child who feels love. They have confidence that they are always favored and in their parents’ good graces. This is the confidence we have in Jesus, that we are always welcomed into God’s embrace. Outside of Jesus one may be likened to the un-favored child, feeling rejected; under the Old Covenant, one is continually striving to be perfect and acceptable. The answers to man’s dilemmas are found in Jesus. 
The Law (without Faith) is a worker of wrath. If there were no law, there would be no punishment for breaking it. We are justified by Faith because Torah, the Law, condemns us. Laws demand justice or clemency. Grace, by Faith applies to Jew and non-Jew – to everyone. 

Righteousness Comes by Faith, Not Works

As Abraham was Father to “many nations”, this in itself speaks to Jew and to Gentile. And against all evidence to the contrary – him being so very old, and Sarah beyond child bearing years, Abraham had the audacity to believe God. He believed God would grant him descendants numbering more than the stars above (Genesis 17). We are like Abraham when we believe the saving power of Christ’s sacrifice and the power of the resurrection (Romans 4:24).

All people sin and are rewarded with death. It is the Law which demonstrates what sin is. Jesus was delivered up FOR OUR SINS (Vs 25) and he ROSE so that he might justify us. If Jesus took the penalty for sin on himself, then can we sin? God forbid! (Romans 6:1) While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). How much more will we be saved by his blood. It is because of God’s love, that he sent his son to save us from the penalty of our own sins (John 3:16). 
Paul draws the contrast between Adam and Christ. Adam sinned and, because of this sin, every one of us dies. Christ died and offers life to each of us. This gift caused righteousness to abound for many sins. (Romans 5:12-19) The victory unto life would be to all sons of men. “Where sin proliferates, Grace abounds” (has greater opportunity – Vs 20). The Law defines righteousness and sets a standard we all fall short of. By Grace, through Faith God fills the void in us. We are declared righteous. We take Christ’s nature. 
This is not an excuse to ignore the Law, but to be thankful, honoring the Law as God’s standard for our behavior. Jesus kept the Law. If we take on Jesus nature, then we will be keeping the Law, not striving for favor, because we are already resting in God’s favor, but we will be living righteous lives and we ought to be aware of this - righteousness is defined by the same Law that defines sin. We will be living righteous lives in emulation of our Savior!  
Dead to Law of Sin and Death, Now Alive to Christ
Paul explains it this way. Being “dead to the Law” is to say the Law with its punishment and condemnation has no jurisdiction over us, after we have been baptized and immersed in that watery grave. Should we continue to sin, so that Grace can “abound”? Absolutely not! We were buried with Christ in a kind of death, baptism, and as Jesus rose anew, so we also must walk in a renewed life. The body of sin is annulled (in baptism), so we no longer serve sin (Romans 6:1-8). We are therefore dead, with the Messiah, so we ought to also believe with this same Messiah that we will live (this implies as husband and wife in this section). In The Jerusalem Bible it makes the intent clear. Romans 7:4-5. “That is why you, my brothers, who through the body of Christ are now dead to the Law (the Law was like a husband), can now give yourselves (like a bride) to another husband, to him who rose from the dead to make us productive to God (implies bearing children)”. Previously we were “wed” to the Law. We must not let sin reign (Romans 6:12) in our members any more (once again it implies yielding, as a wife to a husband) because all it produced in our body was Death. Sin must not rule over us (Romans 6:14, 7:5-6) because we are not under Law, which condemns but under favor (Grace) and we must serve only righteousness (Romans 6:16). We obey from the heart the form of teaching to which we are committed – so we are now subject to righteousness (Romans 6:17-19). We put our bodies in the service of righteousness for our sanctification (holiness in this marital relationship with Christ). Yes, the Law defines both sin and righteousness, but we must follow righteousness.

This passage is followed by the most famous of verses. “The wages of sin is death. The gift of God is eternal life by our Lord Jesus the Messiah.” (Romans 6:23). 

Once we have Law spelled out for us, we acknowledge our sin and we know we are as good as dead (Romans 7:11). The Law is Holy, the commandment is Holy and righteous and good. Sin is condemned by the Law, but the Law itself remains Holy (Vs 13).  Would we “thumb our noses” at the core of righteousness, for which Christ died? I think not. Jesus, through his death, upheld the Law as holy and good. One under grace ought not to degrade the standard of righteousness for which our Savior suffered on our behalf.
The Torah is Spiritual

The Law is of the Spirit (Romans 7:14-25). And I will repeat “The Torah/Law is of the Spirit”. It is spiritual. So even though we know the Law in our Spirit, the fleshly body in which sin dwells betrays us and we are condemned (Vs 15-20). The Law unites with our mind. It is Spiritual and in our inward parts we rejoice in it (Vs 22). Something else seeks to overcome us and reign over us. It tries to seduce us and break down our resistance that we will obey it. Sin crouches at the door and seeks to “devour” us (Genesis 4:6-7), but we must master it. It is sin which dwells in our members (our body parts Vs 23). Paul concludes that Glory belongs to God who solves this dilemma for us, by the work of Jesus our Lord. So Paul is settled in his mind and without blame because in his heart he serves the Law of God, even though his body betrays him. His flesh is servant of sin (Vs 22-23). The body will die and be cast off (Vs 24), so there is no condemnation of us any more, because we walk after, and according to, the Law of the Spirit of Life (Vs 25), which is in Jesus the Christ, and we are freed from the Law of Sin and death. We are to be like Paul, yielding to righteousness of the Law in our hearts (even though at times our sinful nature betrays us).

The Law, says Paul, was weak through our weakness (infirmity) of the flesh (Romans 8:1-3). This is why Jesus came in the flesh, to condemn sin in the flesh, so that the righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk by the flesh, but by the Spirit (Vs 4). When our thoughts conform to the flesh, this is death (Romans 8:5-6), but when we conform to the Spirit, this is life and peace. (Romans 8:7-8). When we think according to the principles of the flesh, this is enmity to God, for it cannot conform to the Law of God, - ever – but we are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit. The Messiah is in me/us. The body is dead, but the Spirit is alive because of righteousness (Romans 8:9-11). The “flesh” is the essence of the human (Adam’s) nature. The Spirit is the essence of God’s nature. 
We see in these passages that the Law is spiritual and holy. It is sin which is our problem, not the Law. However, when we are under a covenant with God based on Law we are producing only death in our bodies. When we are married to Christ, his Grace (the basis of the New Covenant) produces life in us.  The Old Covenant under the Law hinted at life, but only yielded death. Why? We are vulnerable to sin and its consequence, death, because the human nature when not tempered by the Spirit of God, is weak. Our new husband, by God’s Grace promises LIFE. We have faith, grace, life and righteousness in this New Covenant. There is no condemnation.
What it Means to Be a Child of God

What all this means for us is that when God’s Spirit is alive in us he will raise us from the dead. (Romans 8:12-14). We are God’s children, not living in fear and bondage which we cannot escape, but we are sharing his Spirit as his children. (Romans 8:15-16) Interestingly the whole earth is in bondage awaiting our birth as God’s children. (Romans 8:17-25) The connection with God is so strong that the Holy Spirit in us joins in harmony with God’s will and all things work for our good when we love God (Romans 8:26-28). Jesus is the firstborn of many and nothing can interfere and separate us from his love (Romans 8:37-38). Now we are in all things innocent in his sight who loves us (Romans 8:33).  We are God’s children in a powerful unbreakable bond and just as a mother carries her child to full term, to the birth, so God will also bring us to our birth into his eternal family. We can have absolute faith in God that he will resurrect us from the dead. We who believe in Jesus are not numbered among the dead, but among the “living”. 
Not Because I Planned it That Way, but Because God Wanted it That Way.
What we have read confirms conclusively that the gift we are given is firstly of promise and then of Faith, never from striving, but from God’s will. (Romans 9:1-18) It is not by our personal will that we are called to be His sons and daughters. We are saved by God’s will (Romans 9:26-28). Although Gentiles were ignorant of the righteousness of God portrayed by the Law, they have however obtained righteousness through Faith, and Israel by pursuing the Law of Righteousness did not obtain it.  This is what the Jews stumbled on, this scroll of Moses, beside the Ark of the Covenant. The very thing they relied on to justify themselves is that by which they are condemned – the Book of Moses, the Scroll of the Law (Deuteronomy 31:26).They “hedged their bets’ on their own righteousness, so they were unable to be subject to the righteousness of God. Jesus was the stumbling block, for it is not law keeping that saves, but faith in Christ. They sought life, which only comes through faith (Romans 10:1-4). They sought it by their own righteousness, but they were without faith. We are God’s children by promise and we have stepped up and claimed this promise because we believe and trust God.

The Messiah is the “goal” of the Law. That is to say he is its purpose. The Law seeks to establish righteousness. That righteousness can only be established in and through Christ. Christ is righteousness for all who believe, so it is not about doing, but by believing (Vs 8-10), so we will never be shamed, but we will have life. We are clothed with his righteousness.

Being Free to Choose – Respecting and Accepting One Another

The interim chapters 11, 12 and 13, show that Jews (actually Israel) will eventually join us in God’s covenant of Faith (Jeremiah 31:31-34, Isaiah 56:1-8, Romans 11:27-32). For us, God’s family, we are one unit, whether the analogy of a vine with its branches is used, or a body with Jesus as its head. We are one. Our only debt to anyone is to love our neighbor, especially the household of God – in so doing we fulfill the Torah, the Law (Romans 13:8-10). 

Chapter 14 compares the faith of one believer to another. Note that Paul’s conclusion to this passage is that those who are “strong in the faith” must support those who are weaker (Romans 14:1, 15:1). This passage explains that we are not to judge one another (Romans 14:10) when one chooses to eat or not eat something (Vs 17, 22). This relates to the eating of clean versus unclean foods (Verse 14) and includes whether we enjoy a glass of wine or abstain (Vs 21). Paul confirms Jesus words, that that which goes into our mouths does not defile us (Matthew 15:10-11). Each of us adopts a particular stance to honor God. 

The discussion, just prior to that of dietary choices, focused on worship (Romans 14:5). In the Hebraic Roots Version it is translated in this way. “There is one who judges a day from a day and there is one who judges all days”. Similar then to the discussion about foods, Paul explains that our choices are all in honor of God, so we must not judge one another (Vs 10). We each live and die to our God, who alone, is judge. It is within Christian freedom to “consider one day more sacred than another”.  Whether we eat or abstain from certain foods or whether we consider one day above another in holiness, we each do so to the Lord (V 6). We are not to judge each other. We should be convinced in each our own mind (V 5) and we ought “keep (these things) between yourself and God” (V 22). God accepts each of us (V 3) and each of us will “stand, for the Lord is able to make him (each of us) stand” (V 4). 
Paul would seem to be referring to Israelite Holy Festivals per Leviticus 23 and not Pagan festivals for they could never be considered sacred by a man of God such as Paul (Verse 5). God abhors idolatry for it holds inanimate objects and the created things up as though they were God. For Israel the worship of Pagan gods took them out of the covenantal relationship with God. To our Great God idolatry is akin to adultery. (Deuteronomy 31:15-17, Isaiah 44, 1 Chronicles 5:25, Ezekiel 16 especially Vs 15-19, 30) There is no room for idolatry in Christian worship of the one true God. (Acts 21:25, 1 Corinthians 10:14-22, Galatians 5:20, Colossians 3:5-6). Not one thing, not one devotion, ought to interfere with our worship. We are to love God with all our life and senses, not devote any portion of our love to worthless images or imaginary deities. (The reader is encouraged to research the available material regarding the introduction of the modern Christian worship schedules and note their origin in pagan idolatry. Perhaps after doing so, one ought exercise and follow their own conscience regarding these practices.) 
Exercising that Choice
Many Christians today assemble at church and in home groups on these Holy Days which were ordained by God. They do so, in honor of God (Romans 14:5-6), and seek to further appreciate God’s salvation plan through the study of scripture related to those days. Rich veins of symbolism and faith are threaded through the practices of Israel, and Christians like these seek to fully understand the relationship to salvation via the themes of harvest across the seasons; they desire to celebrate Christ’s work, especially in the Passover and Day of Atonement and the understanding of the sacrifices and rituals pointing to Grace and mercy; they anticipate and rejoice in the resurrection via the symbolism of the wave offerings; and they experience the Kingdom early, looking toward Christ’s return and the thousand years of peace celebrated via the 7th day of the Feast of Tabernacles, which brings into focus man’s physical existence and the temporary nature of this era, compared to the coming eternal inheritance in glorious harmony with the Father, which is finally exemplified by the Last Day, the 8th Day following the Feast. To those who acknowledge God’s saving grace pictured in these festivals, the introduction of foreign “days” in the Christian worship schedule is weak and uninspiring. However, as we read in Galatians, we understand these days are entirely a matter of choice, being only shadows of the reality which is found in Christ. To teach otherwise is to pervert the message of freedom in Christ. 
Returning to Romans 14, we see that within this freedom too, we may likewise “consider each day alike” (See the discussions in Parts 5&7 regarding the Sabbath). The Jerusalem Bible demonstrates this even more clearly. “If one man keeps certain days holier than others, and another considers all days to be equally holy, each must be left free to hold their own opinions”. These are not for us to judge, but to respect one another’s choices (Vs 1-13). Seek that which “leads to PEACE” and to “mutual edification” (Vs 19). Unity through respect and love is of far greater importance than those things which we choose to do differently.  (The author suggests one ought to be very careful when one applies this to the Sabbath, for this existed beyond the Old Covenant and is part of the Ten Commandments).
Each of us will give account to God for what we do. What is important is to care for the brethren. Basically, Paul is stipulating that it is a personal choice regarding food (clean vs. unclean). This should not affect our relationships with each other, for the Kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy. Let us edify one another (build each other up) and “not depart from the works of God because of food. For everything is pure, yet it is wrong for a son of man, who in stumbling, eats”. If we cause a brother to stumble because of what we eat or drink (wine), that is what is to be avoided. This is hard to understand, but the overall principle is to love and care for each other, and to understand there is freedom in what we choose to do. To “stumble” in this passage seems to imply acting against one’s conscience. To “stumble” could also mean to lose faith in Christ. This may occur if one is bullied, coerced, or made to feel inadequate by another Christian to put faith in something other than Christ. Such influences create uncertainty in the minds of God’s “little ones”. We begin to believe that Jesus saving grace is not enough and that we must comply with this or that to be acceptable to the Father. This is a lie. 
We are not to be offensive in our approach to any food or drink or day(s) we observe. We must, despite our different choices dwell in peace and love. Interestingly Paul appears to imply that those who are above these differentiations have more faith. They are stronger in faith and must support the weaker. (Romans14:1, 15:1) 
Romans 14:14 in the Jerusalem Bible says it this way “Now, I am perfectly aware… and I speak for the Lord, Jesus, that no food is unclean in itself”. This is a powerful affirmation. Paul in other passages is clear when it is his own opinion (1 Corinthians 7:12), but here Paul speaks on behalf of Jesus. We can take comfort that Christ has no expectation that we abstain from certain foods. 

Ritual cleansings (clean versus unclean) and laws of separation were given in context of the nation of Israel remaining pure and keeping holy. “Be Holy.” However Jesus makes it very clear that holiness is not in “outward signs” – he called certain hypocrites “whited (white-washed) sepulchers” – graves that look pretty on the outside, but are full of disgusting rotting flesh and bones. Our hearts must be pure. Outward signs are merely a mask or a coat of paint hiding what is truly inside. The unity of the body, the church, outweighs in importance any opinions we might have or options we may take. We ought to put the welfare of our brothers and sisters above our desire to be “right”.  We must also respect and accept each other in love and peace.
Holiness is God’s Blessing, but does Not Come Because of What we Do

Faith is diluted when we revert to reliance on compliance to regulations. We are pure, not because of ritual or what we eat or separateness. We are washed clean by the waters of baptism. (John 13:10-11). Nor are we more Holy when we observe some days as sacred. We are pure because we are washed clean spiritually by the application of Jesus’ shed blood, sprinkling us – removing sin (this is what is truly evil) and through the in-dwelling of God himself in us. We are clean and we are holy. We cannot add to that by what we eat or drink or any other observance. It is not imperative to observe days or eat meats that are clean. The imperative has already occurred. This is what Paul’s letter to the Romans is saying. Jesus – belief in him is the only imperative. 

So we who are strong – this is strong in the faith – strong enough in the faith to trust God implicitly to impute righteousness in us – we who are strong must bear with and tenderly consider any who are weak. Holding on to Israelite formulae for “holiness” is considered like an infirmity. In granting one another such careful consideration – loving despite our different practices - we will be pleasing the other (not ourselves) to edification. All Holy writing is given to us in hope. God grant us harmony to think alike praising him as ONE. (Romans 15:1-6).

So, Paul says, “Accept one another” (Vs 7). In this context, we are advised not to think of ourselves as somehow “more right” than another, or as knowing better, but to accept each other for who we are and as we stand – just as Jesus the Messiah accepts us. (He is so merciful.) Jesus met the demands of the circumcision so he could confirm the oath to the Fathers and in so doing open the path for all to approach God in praise. So Paul says “Let us be full of joy and peace and Faith abounding in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). Paul is now confident that the Romans are ready to teach others (Vs 14)!

Warning Regarding Error

Chapter 15 and 16 are primarily greetings, but Ch 16:17 warns the Romans to beware because others were teaching Christians error, putting obstacles in their way, and causing division. It is possible the problem he describes was based on foods and days and laws of separation as he addresses these same issues in this letter and in the letter to the Galatians. These antagonists were using bribery and compliments to sway the simple from the truth (Vs 18). Perhaps the Romans were not as gullible as the Galatian Christians. Paul did not need to make this the main thrust of this letter. Nevertheless, the same issues are addressed as he had for the Galatians and this tendency to adopt Judaic observation is tackled and wrested down in this epistle also. The thrust of these two letters is wholly consistent. He ends with encouragement and blessing. Look again at Romans 7:14. The Law is Spiritual, so with my mind I follow the Spirit. This is the same Spirit of which the Law is comprised, but it is not the outward signs, but the inner change which we seek.

Summary of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans in light of James, Galatians and Acts. 

In Romans, Paul establishes harmony in the church, regardless of whether one was a Jew or not. All extraneous features of worship and race are stripped away from the believer and our response to the Spirit of God alone remains. This is our unity and brotherhood – Faith in Christ. We are receiving the Promise of Grace, by Faith, not by cleaving to ancient Israelite practices. However, like James, Paul makes it clear that the Law is Holy and in harmony with the Spirit of God. He maintains with James that judgment is consistent with the standards of behavior mapped out in the Law, which defines righteousness as well as sin. We walk therefore according to the Law of Righteousness, as we are led by the Spirit. 

Paul also once again alludes to marriage; that being wed to Christ we submit to the righteousness of his Spirit, which produces life. We are not wed to the Law, which produced death in us. 

The Galatian Church was plagued by people trying to bring the Gentile Christians under “slavery” to the outward observances contained in the Law, but this is hardly hinted on, in Romans, except in the closing paragraphs. Because of the differences in these two congregations, in this letter Paul takes a more moderate stance to the choices Christians might make. He establishes that Love and care for building each other up outweighs by far, the choices we make regarding which days we observe or which foods we eat. What is important is that we do not offend each other. We are to accept each other and those whose faith is stronger must comfort and encourage the weaker brethren. 
The difference between the Galatian and Roman congregations is this. Galatians were reverting to reliance on the Law. They felt compelled to comply to Jewish ritual in order to be acceptable. The Romans were diverse in their practices, and were exercising choice in the freedom of Christ. They were instructed to love, respect, accept and care for one another, while giving each other the space and freedom to choose how they worship God. The Romans were warned not to fall for the perverted gospel that the Galatians had started to bow and buckle to. Galatians letter was written between 51 and 57 AD, and was most likely written prior to the Roman epistle of 57 AD. The Jerusalem Bible makes the link to Galatians more acute. Paul says, “I implore you, brothers, be on your guard against anybody who encourages trouble or puts difficulties in the way of the doctrine you have been taught. Avoid them. People like that are not slaves of Jesus Christ, they are slaves of their own appetites, confusing the simple-minded with their pious and persuasive arguments” (Romans 16:17-18). You will recall that in Acts and Galatians it was Jews, who arose from amongst the Christian fellowship who were pressuring Gentile Christians to adhere to the rigorous rituals of the Law, i.e. to Old Covenant regulations.
In Jesus we are completely free of such practices which are contained in the Books of Moses.. Faith is compromised and weakened when one reverts to reliance on ritual and observances, so we who are fully convinced of God’s Grace, through Faith alone must lovingly and tenderly support those whose faith is not yet that bold. 
By meeting the “demands of circumcision” Jesus frees us to embrace the promise which extends to us from the time of Abraham. This is to say Jesus fulfilled every aspect of the whole of Israelite Law on our behalf. The Law is Spiritual and in our minds we adhere to its righteousness, knowing it cannot save us, but embracing its ability to illuminate righteousness. Jesus’ work closed the Old Testament Chapters, just as it closes the Old Covenant’s demands on Israel and shuts off the power of sin from which the condemnation of death sprung via Old Covenant Law. Jesus frees us and returns us to the Promise of Abraham.  Nevertheless, we will be living righteous lives, according to the Spirit of Love, and will not be led by the sinful nature. 
PART 5. The Letter to the Hebrews - and the Torah. 

Please Read the Letter to the Hebrews to be familiar with its contents.

Christ’s Supremacy

Hebrews is an interesting epistle, in that its intended readers were intimately familiar with the Scriptures as they were then available, that is, the Old Testament writings. Hebrews is a letter which establishes the supremacy of Jesus over all things under God’s authority. So much of the letter to the Hebrews refers to and makes comparisons between Old Covenant rites and New Covenant realities. The evidence of Old Covenant replication in New Covenant outworking of prophetic ritual is clearly demonstrated. Israelite practices were “shadows of things to come” the reality of which is in Christ (Colossians 2:17). This letter to the Hebrews is passionate and glorious in its expression with wonderful word pictures and symbolic parallelism juxtapositioned between Christ and the Old Testament regulation, with its rites, customs, stories and pageantry. Given this outline of this wonderful section of New Testament writing, let us see how it also reveals more about the Christian relationship with the Law. 

Chapter 1 upholds Jesus the Christ as above all things. It shows he is more glorious and of higher authority than any angel. He is more permanent than the heaven and the earth. In Chapter 2 we see that Jesus’ bodily sacrifice has stripped away the power of the Devil and freed us from his grasp. 
A warning to Christians lies within Old Testament examples. The law delivered by angels has power to punish, so we must realize that if we neglect Jesus sacrifice, this marvelous calling to Salvation, how much more would punishment, visit us. Being in the New Covenant is not a holiday from Old Covenant Law keeping, but a calling to a higher standard and a binding responsibility.  (Hebrews 2:18-3:1). Christ is our helper when we are tempted. (To be tempted is to be drawn into the seduction of sin in any of its persistent forms.) Although he too was tempted, Jesus did not sin. He was the atonement for our sin. How then, could we continue to willfully sin? (Hebrews 4:15-16).
Man’s destiny is heir of the world with Christ. All things will be put under man’s jurisdiction, but only Jesus has attained to this status at present – having experienced death for all mankind. Jesus is made perfect (Hebrews 2:8-10). We are of the same stock (Vs 11) - Jesus is our brother. Through his death, he removed the power of Satan and set us free (for we were held in slavery in fear of death Vs 14-15). Jesus is glorious and all powerful. Having overcome Satan on our behalf, Jesus has opened the way for humans to claim the primacy promised to man, at creation. 
Jesus’ Leads us into the Kingdom of God 

Jesus became flesh to enable him to be an effective intercessory, our high priest (Vs 17). 

We have seen that Jesus is more powerful than angels and that he completely overcame Satan. In Chapter 3 we are shown how he has more authority than Moses (Vs 1-6). Jesus is faithful (as Moses was) but has a higher – greater, glory – as the builder has limited honor, but the Master of the house, Christ, has greatest honor. We are his house. 

A parallel is drawn between Israel (Moses leading them) and the Church (Jesus leading his house) who look toward a “rest”. God did not allow that whole generation who left Egypt, to enter his resting place (VS 7-9, 12). Beware that you do not allow unbelief to turn your heart from following God. (Vs 15). Jesus is our champion who leads us to his glorious rest. 
We are to encourage each other to enter this rest (Hebrews 3:11-13, 4:1-7). Sin and unbelief will lure us away. Keep your confidence in Christ. (Hebrews 4:14). Unfaithful and disobedient were the generation denied entry into the land – God’s rest. Faithfulness and obedience, therefore, must be our hallmark, as Christ leads us into his Kingdom. 

What is God’s Rest?

We will enter God’s rest. Israel embarked on a journey to the Promised Land, where their troops would find rest. So we have also been promised “rest” and must learn from Israel’s example. (Hebrews 4:4-6, 9).  This passage in Hebrews shows that the “rest” we anticipate is directly correlated to the Sabbath: Sabbath keeping looks toward the Promised Land and Sabbath Rest looks toward the resurrection to Glory. “There remains a rest for the people of God” (Hebrews 4:8-11). The Jerusalem Bible leaves no doubt about the author’s meaning. “There must still be, therefore, a place of rest reserved for God’s people, the seventh day rest, since to reach the place of rest is to rest after your work, as God did after his. We must do everything we can to reach this place of rest, or some of you might copy this example of disobedience and be lost.” The author shows the relevance of Sabbath observance to New Testament Christians in its three-fold meaning. To worship the creator of the world; to rest from our own “work” (this has spiritual and physical significance); and to look toward our ultimate “resting place” in God’s Kingdom. We are warned not to be like Israel in the wilderness who hardened their hearts and did not believe, did not have faith and were rebellious. (Hebrews 3:10, 19). “Faith” in the Bible implies “trusting obedience”. When faith wavers, humans are tempted to look to the self for solutions. 
We must encourage each other so that none is hardened and lured into sin, but keep confident in Christ until the end. God’s chosen people look toward him. Our “rest” is in him. Similarly, Israel looked to him in that Pillar of Smoke, as he led them toward the Promised Land. Let us keep our eyes on our leader and on our destination. We acknowledge Jesus as Savior who leads us to this ultimate Rest. 
Some strongly deny the place of the Sabbath in the Worship schedule of the New Covenant believer. This paper shows Jesus is very plainly the Lord of the Sabbath and he upholds its validity to New Covenant believers, who look to him. The reader’s attention is also drawn to the Prophet Isaiah. Read Chapters 55-66. Notice how frequently the Sabbath is mentioned and upheld in those passages, which refer directly and undoubtedly to the New Covenant. Embracing all people in the covenant of salvation, God calls them to his house of prayer, his holy mountain (Zion) on the Sabbath. Think on this. “‘From one new moon to another and from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow down before me.’, says the Lord” (Isaiah 66:22-23). This (all nations approaching God in worship) was never possible via the Old Covenant, but clearly promised to Abraham and made possible through Jesus. Logically, it is plain the Sabbath is not abandoned, but embraced within New Covenant worship. 

Biblical prophecy is at minimum threefold. It refers to the future of humanity in general; it refers to God’s relationship with Israel (sometimes Judah, sometimes Ephraim and sometimes both); and it refers to God’s promises to Christians within the Covenant of Faith. One must be careful to recognize which prophecies relate to which group. All who will be saved must enter the Covenant of Faith in Jesus. There is no other path to Salvation. 
Jesus Reconciles us with our Father

Scripture acts like a light for us to that path. However like all lights it also highlights our flaws and imperfections. God’s word is able to expose the inner motivations of the heart of mankind. Nothing is hidden from God. (Hebrews 4:12-13). However, our High Priest, Jesus intercedes on our behalf in God’s sanctuary, so that we can approach God boldly and confidently for mercy and help in our times of need. These verses (12-16) link the Word of God to both judgment and to grace. The reason we depend on grace is because our weaknesses and sinfulness are exposed in the light of The Word of God (Vs 12). The Word of God includes all the inspired, written words of the Old and New Testaments, and the spoken words of Jesus our Savior, who works as our High Priest. We are confident in Christ’s ability to save and God’s promise of Grace. Jesus understands and can empathize with our weaknesses. (Hebrews 5:1-10). The Law could be likened to the pivot in a set of scales. Sin and Death weigh down on one side. Righteousness and Life lift us up. Both hinge on the Law. We must stand on the side of righteousness. So, although the Law defines sin, and we are exposed as sinners, Jesus saves us and cleanses us and makes us acceptable to the Father. We can approach the Father boldly, with confidence, knowing our prayers will be answered.
Unfortunately, the Hebrew recipients of this letter were still lacking something in their faith and were scolded for their delays in spiritual development in Hebrews 5:11-14. Here the very basics of Christianity are reiterated for them. (Hebrews 6:1-3). These are repentance; faith in God; baptisms; laying on of hands; resurrection from the dead; and eternal judgment. Within this reprimand is a dire warning to any who fall away, or neglect this calling. (Vs 4-8). Their fate is condemnation - abandoned like a bad crop to later be burned up as rubbish. To reject this calling or to neglect it is to reject the gift and promise of eternal life and mercy through Jesus. God still lays before us the choice of life or death. Choose life. We are instructed to “show this same diligence (demonstrating love and helping God’s people) to the very end in order to make your hope sure.” (Hebrews 6:11-12). God makes promises of life, to us, but there is a definite responsibility inherent in it – to love God, to believe and to help and to love others. The Hebrews were encouraged to move beyond the basic framework of salvation to the higher principles of Love. Paul encourages the Hebrews to desire the meat, which is not complex doctrine, but the practice of Love. This is the working of the Spirit and it is that from which we must never stray. Love supports faith, for knowing God’s steadfast love, we have the greatest and unwavering confidence in him. 
Jesus as High Priest

The author of the letter refers to the promise to Abraham, that he would have many descendents, which God sealed with an oath. Since there was none greater than God and he cannot lie, we know this promise is God’s unalterable purpose (Hebrews 6:13-18), so we have security and strong encouragement and a “firm grip on the hope that is held out to us - that in Abraham’s seed (Christ) shall all nations – all peoples – of the earth be blessed. This hope is an “ …….anchor to the soul, as sure as it is firm and reaching right through beyond the veil where Jesus has entered before us and on our behalf, to become a high priest of the order of Melchizedek, and for ever.” (Vs 19-20). Here we see beyond a doubt that the TRUE Holy of Holies, beyond the veil (the curtain of separation), is indeed God’s throne “room” in heaven. Jesus has entered it first as our high priest, dwelling with God (and we are to follow). The way into the TRUE Holy of Holies is open to us to beseech God personally, and to later enter with Christ who told us he will come and take us to himself forever, as his bride (John 17:24, 15:9, 14:1-6) to a place he has prepared for us in his Father’s house (heaven) which has many rooms (“mansions”).  This is the place of our rest, with Jesus, in God’s house. The promise is for us to enter the eternal sanctuary of heaven (Hebrews 6:19). God does not begrudgingly let us in. God invites us in through Jesus. The love of God established this in his eternal and unalterable plan.
Jesus is compared to Melchizedek (Hebrews 6:20), the high priest to whom Abraham gave tithes after the battle of the kings. Jesus is high priest after this “order”. An “order” is a religious term for a class or rank of service or ministry. Jesus has attained to this Highest Order of Priesthood. He did not attain to it because of his blood line, but because it was promised to him in the Psalms and because of his eternal life (Hebrews 7:15-18). The author declared the formal title of this Melchizedek. He is King of Peace (Salem) and King of Righteousness and Priest of the Most High God. This is borne out by a word study into the meaning of Melchizedek. He is king of that which is altogether just and right. His name, his title and who he represents far exceeds Aaron’s role. Vs 3 implies he is spirit and eternal, living forever and “made like a Son of God”. Jesus fills this role effectively and completely for us. 
Kings reign. They reign over their subjects. Jesus reigns over the Church. Priests undertake the work of ministering in the Temple. We are the Temple in which God resides (1 Peter 2:4-5, 1 Corinthians 3:16). His Spirit (God dwelling in us) lives in us individually and collectively. We are the House of God. Jesus is therefore, both our High Priest and our King.

Jesus Makes us Perfect

It is pointed out that the superior person blesses the lesser. (Hebrews 7:7). And Melchizedek blessed Abraham. Abraham stands high, as the Father of the Faithful, but Melchizedek is an eternal spiritual guide, so now Jesus holds this post. This leads to a statement about the Priesthood being changed, and likewise this being so, the Law is also changed. (Vs 12) The reason for this change is that “the Law made nothing perfect”. (Vs 19). “The earlier commandment is thus abolished” (Jerusalem Bible) “because it was neither effective nor useful ….. It is replaced by something better.” (Vs 18-19). Jesus (Melchizedek’s) “power to save is utterly certain, since he is living for ever to intercede for all who come to God through him.” (Vs 25) Jesus is the ideal priest (Vs26-28). He has done once for all people and for all time, what neither the Law nor its Aaronic priests could ever do, that is by offering himself, his own blood, he gives us life. Jesus sits at the right hand of God and intercedes for us in heaven. Different versions interpret Vs 28 differently. Some say “make Jesus perfect forever”, and some say “make God’s sons perfect forever”. Given the claim in Vs 19 that the law “could not make anyone perfect” - could not complete us, then it follows that Christ is able to complete us. Christ is what makes us perfect. He completes us. Aaron could not. The Law could not. It is Jesus shed blood which wins the victory over sin and death on our behalf. The Law defines righteousness, but is not the path to righteousness. Righteousness and perfection come only through Christ. 
How Does Jesus Guarantee the Promise?

With Jesus, the New Covenant, based on the promise to Abraham, has totally superseded the Old covenant which is now obsolete. The New Covenant completely replaces the old. (Hebrews 8 especially V13) For Christians the Old Covenant is completely gone. It has disappeared and no longer exists. The Old Covenant had laws governing worship and its sanctuary (tabernacle and temple). The Holy of Holies is compared to heaven itself and because Jesus entered heaven with his own blood, this now is offered to cleanse us from “dead actions” so we can serve God. The activity of the High Priest’s annual trek into the sanctuary on earth, points directly to Christ’s work – his sacrifice, spilt blood and the cleansing of sin from amongst us.
Moses’ attendance on God, in the Holy of Holies, also pictured Jesus who was faithful in relaying to us completely, all God’s will. (John 14:9-11). 
The New Covenant of which Jesus is mediator guarantees our Promise. Firstly, his death, cancelled our sins (that infringed the earlier covenant). Indeed all things were purified with blood under the Old Covenant. Everyone understood that sins were not cleared unless blood was spilt. But only the imitation, the copies could be purified like that, with animals’ blood. Heavenly things are purified by a higher, greater, more valued and excellent sacrifice. This blood of Jesus, is offered once (he only died once) and takes away the faults of many on himself (Hebrews 7:27).

Secondly, he restores us to the promise. When Jesus returns he won’t be dealing with sin, but he will be bringing the reward – the Promise.  (Read to end of Chapter 9). “Since…..” (This draws a conclusion to what has been previously discussed by the author of this letter to the Hebrews). Since, the law was a reflection/a mere picture of a heavenly reality it is incapable of bringing us to perfection. It was only an enactment of that which was to come. Blood of beasts cannot take away sin. Jesus offered himself instead (God does not want dead and burnt beasts), so the first (beasts) is replaced with the second (Jesus). “I am come to do your will”. God’s will is for us to be made Holy by Jesus’ once-ever sacrifice of his body. (Hebrews 10:1-11) For with beasts it is impossible to take away sin. By faith in Jesus’ ability to cleanse us from sin, imputing righteousness to us, we become Abraham’s children in that he was called the “father of the faithful”. He is like a spiritual father to those who are full of faith. This is how and why the promise passes on to us, being fulfilled in Jesus and through Jesus, we participate in its blessing. 

Thirdly, he perfects us.  After his once-ever sacrifice, Christ now sits at God’s right hand and will do so until his enemies are subdued. By his one sacrifice he achieves eternal perfection in all of us whom he is sanctifying. The basis of the new covenant is this. “I will put my laws into their hearts and write them on their minds and will never recall their sins or offences.” (Hebrews 8:10-12). We are cleansed and perfected by this. First we are cleansed of sin, by his blood and then we are perfected by His Spirit.

Fourthly, Jesus paves the way for us to have fellowship with the Father in the Heavenly sanctuary. So we too can enter the sanctuary we know as Heaven. Jesus opened the way for us, as his body acted like the curtain which was torn as he died, (Matthew 27:51, Hebrews 6:19-20, Hebrews 10:19-20) but which had pictured a barrier (sin) from us entering heaven or approaching God. Now the way is open to us. Jesus is the High Priest, over all God’s household, “so as we go in” in sincerity and faith, free of any bad conscience and cleaned with pure water, we must remain fixed in our hope, knowing he is faithful who promised (Hebrews 10:23). The place of love in the New Covenant is never overlooked. WE are to “stir up love” and comfort each other. We are advised to meet and fellowship “as the Day approaches” (Hebrews 10:24-25). Fellowship creates opportunity for service. Spiritual maturity is not developed in a vacuum of self isolation. 
So, know, even though we are cleansed and restored to the promise, we must never deliberately sin. There is no mercy left for those who knowingly trample on the gift given through Jesus’ blood. (Vs 32-39). We are to persevere and remain faithful. 
Jesus has made it completely possible for us to be cleansed from sin and to participate in righteousness and in the Promise to Abraham. The Promise is that we are blessed through Jesus. The blessing is that we enter that eternal loving relationship with God, which sin previously denied us!
We are in Good Company. Our Citizenship is in Heaven

Hebrews Chapter 11 is known as the “Faith Chapter” is full of marvelous examples of Faith, yet each of these faithful people died not ever receiving the Promise. (Hebrews 11:1-40) We are to receive the Promise together with them (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). So we too must not be hindered by any sin, nor hindered by anything that would obstruct our path. Our penultimate example and goal is Jesus. (Hebrews 12:1-7). As it was for Jesus, suffering is part of our upbringing. We are sons of God and He takes responsibility for our refinement as His children. Smooth out the path you tread. The Author is saying we must abandon practices that are contrary to this calling and we ought support one another and respect the promise (Vs 13-17). There is a way to behave as part of this Holy Community. This is where we belong – within and among the community of faith. We are not bonded to Sinai and its covenant which was forged in fear. 
We have not experienced terror at Sinai, but communion and peace and joy with God’s household, Heavenly Jerusalem, which congregates for the Festival (This may possibly allude to the ultimate celebration of Pentecost or as it is otherwise known the Feast of Weeks, the Feast of the Firstfruits. It is also most likely this gathering is to witness and celebrate the wedding – the most Holy Union of Christ and The Church, his Bride, the New Jerusalem) and we come together with them as collectively, “God’s first-born”. (Vs 18-39). Heaven and Earth shall cease to exist, but this Heavenly Kingdom endures eternally. We are therefore told to worship God acceptably in reverence and fear for our God (the same one they met at Sinai) is a consuming fire!

This inspiring word picture of the holy, heavenly gathering which we are invited to is followed by instruction in righteousness. We ought to love the brethren (Hebrews 13:1-10), keeping ourselves pure. We are told the doctrine we must hold must remain pure and not to put our faith in perverse doctrines. This terminology most likely alludes to the same influences spoken of by Paul in his epistles to Roman and Galatian brethren. It is “strange” and “perverse” to impose the vows of one covenant onto the participants of a different covenant. The link to old covenant ritual and “outward observances” is in the declaration that these practices “were of no use to those who kept them” therefore, they cannot be imposed onto the Church. The author is clearly referring to Jews and Jewish practices, rites and observances and specifically dietary laws. These “strange doctrines”, were of no use to those who kept them – (they did not do ancient Israel any good and they do not benefit New Covenant believers) the author says “rather to rely on grace for inner strength”. (Jerusalem Bible Vs 9) We are to do well and to share what we have. This is the type of sacrifice that pleases God. Does this not resonate with the heart, that our conduct be based on love, rather than ritualistic prohibitions and regulations? 
Come to Jesus, Outside the Camp.

In these closing verses of Hebrews, there is an interesting comment that just as Old Covenant burnt offerings were slaughtered outside the camp of Israel, so too Jesus suffered outside the camp. We must go to him, outside the camp and suffer with him. The reason is that being outside the camp demonstrates that we look toward an eternal and future city, in the life to come. This is the New Jerusalem mentioned in Chapter 12 and the community and citizenship of the City of God. We are not called upon to literally give our lives like Christ did, but we are to consider our sacrifice to be one of eternal praise and doing good works, sharing what we have. (As an aside the author upholds the leaders in the Church. We must support and respect the leaders in the church. We are their responsibility and they will be brought into account. Hebrews 13:17-19). Being outside the camp reinforces that we are outside of Jerusalem and not a part of that Old Covenant at all. We are under a completely new, liberating covenant (Hebrews 13:11-16).
The author of Hebrews concludes with a prayer. “I pray that the God of peace, who brought our Lord Jesus back from the dead, to become the Great Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood that sealed an eternal covenant, may make you ready, to do His will in any kind of good action and turn us into whatever is acceptable to Himself, through Jesus, to whom be glory forever, Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21).
PART 6. Discussion of the Torah/ Law in Context of Jesus and the Holy Spirit of God 

The Essence of Christ lives in us as The Holy Spirit

Jesus, living in us, replaces the Law which was written on stone. Recall that only the Ten Commandments were written on stone by the hand of God inscribing the two tablets. The Spirit of God lives in us and is in harmony with the righteousness of the Law. The Spirit has power to complete us and Jesus stands in the breach when we fall short, applying his precious blood to our sin and removing impurity from us forever.  He does so because he loves us. The Law could never do this. However that which was written on stone is now written on our hearts. This Law is not the scroll which witnessed against Israel but the Law which lights our path.

Jesus dwells in the glory of God in heaven, in the office of High Priest and as an officiator of the Holy set apart things of the sanctuary of heaven, which is the true tent of meeting (that of which the Tabernacle and Temple were mere replications) in the true sanctuary which is God’s throne room. (Hebrews 8:1-5) This new covenant is a better covenant, based on better promises and replaces the first. Notice it is the covenant which is replaced because there was a “flaw” in the people (not in the Law, nor in God, but a problem with the people Vs 6-12). The people abandoned the covenant, and God deserted them because of this (Vs 9). 

God promises a new covenant – one which he will ensure is successful and achieves its purpose. He will accomplish this by writing his Laws on their/our hearts (no longer on tablets of stone), on their/our inner parts (Vs 10), and will be their God and they will be his people. This shows this covenant will last and will succeed, for there will be a much more intimate relationship with Him (Vs 11) with all of them “knowing” the Lord. The Old Covenant disappears (Vs 13). The Spirit replaces the Law which was written on stone. We do see however, that the Law is written on the heart of the believer. 

Ambiguity Resolved

The apparent ambiguity of the scriptures, however, must be resolved. Here the Law is upheld and is written on the heart of the New Covenant believer. Conversely, Paul said Jesus fulfilled the requirement of the Law and frees us from it (Romans 7:4-6). The Old Covenant is replaced and is extinct (Hebrews 8:13), but the Law is written on our hearts.

It is the covenant which is new, but what is a covenant. Earlier, in Hebrews, we saw how we are the “wife” and “died” to the “law” in baptism. Now we live anew and can be betrothed to another – not the Law or Torah, but to Jesus our Savior. The Law in this new covenant is not written on stone, but on our hearts. Which aspects of Law does this apply to, or does it imply the whole Torah, including all ritual and ceremony. The Law or Torah mentioned in Jeremiah 31 from which the author in Hebrews is quoting means Law in its prescriptive usage as principle or regulation, it is the Torah, especially the Decalogue or Pentateuch. It could mean as narrow as the Ten Commandments or as broad as the whole five Books of Moses. Looking for the meaning of the Word “Law” or “Torah” in its original interpretation does not clarify which aspects of Law are referred to. It is possible that this Law, when it is written on our hearts is no longer discreet commands outlining what one must do or not do. 

Via the filter of the Spirit the Law is refined to a pure code of conduct based on love and mercy; on compassion and generosity. A Christian knows he has sinned when his attitude and actions have grieved the Spirit. (Ephesians 4:30). The Law is simpler for the New Covenant, in some ways, as our actions are now completely guided by love. However, the Spirit has such greater depth and breadth. The written form could never encompass every situation, but the Spirit of Christ does so. “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by the good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom…. the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.” (James 3:13, 17-18). The Law and the Spirit are in absolute harmony. The Law is the melody which the orchestra, “Love”, plays in the concert of our lives.
The Old Covenant is no more binding on Christians than one couple’s vows would be on another couple. Israel made vows which they abandoned. God was their “husband” and they were unfaithful. Hosea the prophet dramatized the infidelity/idolatry of Israel, by his own marriage to a prostitute who was unfaithful to him. Like Hosea who rejected his unfaithful wife, so God also divorced Israel. The church is married to Christ. Israel promised to obey the Torah (All that the Lord has said – the 10 Commandments – we will do), but the church obeys Christ and yields to his Spirit. This holy bond is eternal, for God has ensured it by sealing each of us with holiness via the Holy Spirit, which is in each of us.
If the Law was the basis for the contract between God and Israel and this contract was annulled because the people were incomplete (imperfect) and strayed from it, then this new covenant repairs what is weak. It makes the people complete so they can abide by the Law now written in their hearts. Jesus Spirit completes us.

Exodus shows (Exodus 19:8) that Israel promised to obey what God told them. (Exodus 20:1-17). The people were afraid and asked Moses to represent God, so Moses became the Mediator. After this, God spoke to Moses and through Moses, as his spokesperson. He taught Moses how to worship Him, with altars and burnt offerings. God said “I shall come to you and bless you.” God also told them some civil and social codes to recompense another and to respect one another’s rights. There were also rules about abominable practices such as sorcery, bestiality, idolatry, oppression, which were not to be seen in all of Israel. There were acts of worship such as offerings and dedication of the firstborn to God (for he had saved Israel’s firstborn in Egypt). These children were redeemed by their parents, but the practice looked forward to Christ, God’s firstborn and to the Church, who are a “kind of firstborn of His creatures”. (James 1:18). There was also the Holy Calendar schedule which outlines days, months and years for worship meetings. It is not these things, but the Ten Commandments and them in their Spiritual meaning and magnification which are written on the hearts of believers. 
Jesus at no point inferred that for one to be saved, one should be circumcised, abstain from certain food or drink (or drink certain food or drink except the symbols of his sacrifice), perform any ritual or separate oneself from others. What he did say was “Repent”, believe the gospel and keep the commandments. What he did say was that we should love one another. What he did say is that he; himself is Lord of the Sabbath. We are to keep the commandments.

We know this because it is only this aspect of the Law that Jesus says leads us into life. It is only these two tablets upon which were written the principles of the two great laws of love, which are kept by God under his throne and it is therefore this law which proclaims what is good and holy and what is sin. So, as James said, it is this law by which mankind is judged. It is this law, therefore which is inscribed, not on stone now, but on hearts of flesh, which respond to love. Love of God – a mutual devotion. Love of fellow man – an outpouring of the love we receive from God. This translation of the Law on Stone to the Law of Love on hearts of flesh can only occur in the presence of the ‘Spirit of God in us.
Israel promised to obey. God sent a protective angel ahead of Israel and they were to “heed” what he said. God promised to drive out the inhabitants of the Promised Land they were to inherit, but they were to remain free of any of the idolatrous practices of the previous inhabitants. God promised good crops, health, fertility and security for their borders. 

Moses relayed all this to Israel and they said they will observe what God had said. Moses wrote everything in a scroll and read it to the people and they said they will observe all the Lord had decreed. Moses ratified the covenantal agreement with blood.

It is clear that not all of this dialogue God had with Israel, via Moses, is binding, on Christians. For instance, New Covenant believers have no need to sacrifice animals which could never cleanse them from sin (Exodus 20:24). Jesus showed how the old justice “an eye for an eye” (Exodus 21:24-25) is redundant in the Christian life, where one is to “turn the other cheek” (Matthew 5:38-42). It is also clear that God detailed many things in the written law, alongside the Decalogue, which represented true holiness and righteousness (Exodus 20:23).The Law is Spiritual and is in harmony with the Spirit of God which dwells in each New Covenant believer, and we live according to the Spirit not the flesh. Paul showed how the “flesh” is at odds with the Spirit and breeds lust and sin. James demonstrated that impartial Love accompanied by action – kind generous, charitable deeds performed in humility, alongside mercy, while acknowledging grace and practicing forgiveness - is the standard by which all are to be judged. It is clear that God’s children led by his Spirit will be fulfilling the Law, not by “outward observances”, but by living a life entirely based in love. The Law is spiritual, not a set of scales balancing right and wrong. All of us, having obtained mercy will be merciful. Because we are living under the uncompromised mandate of Love, we will be fulfilling the Law. Not ignoring the Ten Commandments as though they have no relevance in the New Covenant. Know that Love fulfills the Law.  (Romans 13:10). Christ stamped his supreme authority over the Law and justice system delivered to Israel. Read the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). 
Not by My Will, but by God’s Will

What is also apparent in this discussion is that my best efforts and no matter how hard I strive, this cannot gain salvation for me. Neither can my efforts make me righteous. Only God can make me righteous and he does this through our Savior as I express faith in him. The Law outlines what righteousness is and what sin is. It condemns because, in our raw state, we are incapable to adhere completely to its requirements and as such it fails because it cannot make anyone perfect. This is why it is replaced by Jesus, the High Priest who is capable of making us perfect. When Jesus can do this, our role is not to strive, but to believe. Nevertheless, the standard by which we live is still the Law, now enhanced by the Law of Love. We depend on Jesus to bring us to perfection, and to bring us to glory, while he still cares for us day by day. Jesus never took free will from us and so by free will we agree to live holy, loving lives, not sin-laden lives.

The Love Christ has for his church, his bride, is discussed again in Ephesians. Read Ephesians 5:22-33. Any instructions to husband and wife are founded in the relationship between Christ and the Church. Christ loves the church and gave his life for her. Now he resides in Heaven, not idly waiting and looking on, but he is constantly looking out for her and helping her to get ready for their wedding and marriage. (We, the church, submit to him and follow his lead in this endeavor. We are led by his Spirit.) He will present her to himself in perfected glory. What an awesome demonstration of mutual devotion and trust. As he died for the Church in love, he did so, abiding by God’s will. And we, in responding to Jesus, as our husband also abide by God’s will. It is his will that we should have “Life” and have it most “abundantly”! (John 10:10). 
Which Law is Written on our Hearts?

The Law/Torah is Spiritual of the Spirit. When Israel entered the covenant, they were not spiritually minded. The Torah which was written on Stone was representative of the Spirit and its workings. The stone represented a heart incapable of responding to the spiritual nature of the Law. It was a “best effort” to capture something which is pure and holy and to give it a written representation to a people not yet prepared for the spiritual code. It pointed toward the Spirit, but was not the Spirit, but only a crude, albeit the best, effort to inscribe spiritual principles onto stone. The reality is a code which is not separated into discreet pockets or commands, but which is one whole, guided by two underlying principles which are also in complete union and harmony – the love of God and the love of man created in God’s image. The Law, the Ten Commandments, written on stone, pictured the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus, They pictured righteousness. As the Law, the Ten Commandments were written on stone, so Jesus and his righteousness are on our hearts. The stone represents a heart incapable of receiving the Spiritual message. Our hearts of flesh are different in this new dispensation – a pliable spirit lives according to his righteousness which undeniably found its first foundational expression in the Ten Commandments on Stone. When the Law is external to us, we can learn its principles, but it never becomes part of us. For Christians, the Law describes the integrity of our inner being. It is inherent in us, cleaving and bonding to us, as Jesus is cleaving and bonded to our hearts. 
Jesus is that Which the Law Tried to Grasp, but Could Not

So the Law, as a forerunner of the Spirit, was given at Sinai, but the reality is the Holy Spirit (actually Christ in us) given at Pentecost after Christ’s ascension into Heaven to adopt his role as our High Priest. The Law is not the “be all and end all”, the Spirit of Christ and that alone is the only thing that makes us perfect. Remember the Law and the Spirit are not at odds, but the Spirit of Christ and that alone, can make us perfect. When Jesus is described as the Word, in John Chapter 1, he is what the written Law was trying to encapsulate on those two tablets of stone. This is a profound truth. This is why we are not under the Law because the Law only preceded the reality which is the far greater spiritual truth in the embodiment of Jesus. It is Jesus that is in our hearts and as such, the full spiritual working of the Law is inscribed in us. Thus, we will be abiding by its principles, not in the written letter but in all its spiritual intent – LOVE. There is never any law against this. Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, patience, kindness, and faith are identified as the attributes one develops when led by the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Love, in Galatians Chapter 5. 

Jesus magnified the Law. When one looks at something with the naked eye, we perceive it in a certain way. However, the more powerful the magnification, for instance, under a microscope, the greater detail is noticed. This is what happens to the Law, when it is scrutinized by the Spirit. One sees the detail surrounding sin, such as hatred and violence which precedes the murder. The magnification of the Spirit therefore says we are to Love. Our hearts are so attuned to the Spirit of Love, that we know immediately when our human spirit is at odds with it. In this way, sin can never be expressed. When we are led by the Spirit of Love, we fulfill the Law. 
One must also be very clear that we are not at liberty to pick and choose what we obey. There are Ten Commandments that define sin. We who are led by the Spirit are mindful of them all, not giving some more “weight” than others. Commandments regarding idolatry, the Sabbath and covetousness, are as weighty as murder, lies and stealing. We are to be free of sin and abide in righteousness.
Alongside the Decalogue (the Ten Commandments), there were “signs” such as circumcision. There was ritual, pomp and ceremony. For instance, the pageantry of Atonement, and sacrifices, points to the one ultimate and comprehensive sacrifice, Jesus. There were schedules of Feast Days, counting of days and years and new moons, etc. There were civil laws which provided a course of justice when a crime was committed, e.g. theft, rape, murder or homicide. These extraneous laws did a number of things. They kept Israel’s eyes on God. They kept order. They pointed to Christ. And they pointed to the perfect Kingdom of God. These do not carry into the New Covenant. They are not the moral code of Christian conduct. 

Must we Observe Holy Days as Part of our Worship of God?

The fundamental question for this paper to answer is what is relevant practice for today? Do we keep/observe Holy Days? Are they commanded or are they a matter of choice. Are we obliged to keep any ritual observances from the Old Covenant now? Do we observe laws of separation? Do we differentiate that which is physically “clean” versus that which is “unclean”? Do we need any outward sign to demonstrate our fidelity to God? The obvious answer is, No. These were hallmarks of the Old Covenant between God and Israel, and as we have seen they do not carry into the New Covenant. Gentiles are not, nor ever have been under that Covenant.
Remember only the two tablets of stone were kept in the Mercy Seat. The scroll in which all the other commands were written was not placed under the replica throne of God - only the very words of God spoken to the whole nation of Israel is what is inscribed and placed under His Mercy Seat. This implies that the Ten Commandments underscored the relationship between God and Israel in the Old Covenant. The scroll of Moses was placed beside the Ark of the Covenant and it witnessed against Israel. All else contained in the Torah besides the Ten Commandments was written in that scroll. That scroll contains that which is extraneous to this New Covenant. It has no power over us at all and we of the New Covenant are not asked to observe these many ordinances. Aside from the Ten Commandments we are not obligated to keep it at all!! If we will enter into life, we will be keeping the Ten Commandments – not limited by the “letter of the Law” but expanded and magnified by the Spirit of Love. 

What About the Sabbath? 

The other question is about the Sabbath. Read Genesis chapters 1 and 2. What is our response to the Sabbath? Christ is “Lord of the Sabbath”. The Sabbath was made for man. The Sabbath was implemented from the first day of man’s awareness. It was creation’s “seventh day” but mankind had only been created the day before. “There remains a Sabbath rest” implies strongly that not only do Christ’s disciples look forward to our ultimate rest with him; not only do we find rest in him now as we cease from our own works (of the flesh), but we also continue with the command which is spiritual, “Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy”. We are not bound by the multiple rules the Jews imposed around the Sabbath, but we are to celebrate God’s blessings through a life of purity and love and by acknowledging this time as holy, worshiping God in the way he ordained long before the Covenant and Torah/Law were established – way back at creation. 

Israel was commanded to “remember” the Sabbath Day. This was not a new law exclusive to that covenant. It is a principle, which is fundamental to God’s relationship with Man and it was set up from the beginning. I repeat, the Sabbath preceded the Law given at Sinai and it remained at Sinai and it is upheld by Christ, the Lord of the Sabbath, and it is upheld here by the writer to the Hebrews of the New Covenant. Jesus never decried Sabbath keeping, but he showed it is also a blessing of Love and compassion. We do not cease doing good on the Sabbath, for acts of Love are a form of worship. No, we cease from our own works. The Sabbath is not an imposition surrounded by strict dos and don’ts, but it is an opportunity to immerse oneself fully into worship and Love, without which worship is empty.

The Law is of the Spirit and it is ultimately representative of Christ (Lord of the Sabbath). All Ten of the Commandments are righteousness and each have deeper and far reaching significance in the Spirit than in the written code. Love God with all your heart and mind and soul. This is the principle. When we are doing this perfectly, God is primary in our lives, from the moment of consciousness in the morning, to the moment we drop off to sleep in the evening. 
However, the Sabbath is part of the Decalogue, embracing the basic principles of the essence of Jesus. In a busy world, stopping from our busy schedules (working for our upkeep) to focus, restore, pray, study is an excellent practice, supported by the Law which is written in our hearts in the presence of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, who fulfills the whole Law. It is an opening to fellowship, communion, sharing, caring, praying together and a time to serve each other and to serve sad and oppressed people in this sad world. The Sabbath was made for us; we are not made for it. So the Sabbath serves us. 
Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath, so he exults over all things created. Therefore, he is the God who rested on the Sabbath. He is the God we worship on the Sabbath. Jesus and the Father are ONE. The Sabbath is Spiritual, just as all the Law is Spiritual. The Sabbath precedes the Law and is part of the Law. The Sabbath precedes the Old Covenant.  And the Sabbath projects forward to heaven, to God’s Kingdom on earth, and to the renewal of all things spoken of, in Revelation 22. The Sabbath is entirely about mankind’s complete and ultimate re-union with the Father. 

Jesus upheld the Sabbath and he stamped it with his name. “The Son of Man is Lord also of the Sabbath.” The Sabbath with Christ Creator as its centerpiece and its focus of worship is also part of what is written in our hearts. Christ lives in us and we are to be led entirely by His Spirit in us. Both these features of New Covenant belief uphold the Sabbath as a matter of course as part of our spiritual dedication to the Lord. The celebration of the Sabbath is in complete harmony with the union we have with God. Upholding the Sabbath compels us to stop and spiritually revive on the 7th Day. It is too easy for the needs of physical upkeep and the daily grind to overwhelm the “rest” aspect of our spiritual lives. Hence, the Sabbath is a blessing because it re-aligns us with the Creator/Savior. It also aligns us to the spiritual “rest” which the Church finds in her betrothed and she finds its ultimate fulfillment of that rest when Christ returns to take us to himself. The Sabbath also looks forward to our destiny in the Kingdom of Heaven, specifically in the New Jerusalem.  We are the bride of Christ.
What many Christians today do not realize is that the early church, led by the apostles who were ordained by Christ, was abiding by the Sabbath – the 7th Day. Sunday, celebrated in veneration of the Sun God, was much later introduced into the Christian schedule. Christmas and Easter were also pagan celebrations introduced at a much later date. Many documents show how this occurred in order to make Christianity palatable to pagans. Christianity had become a political forum to gain the people’s support. 

Surely, Christians ought to have been the ones to uphold God-ordained worship on the Day he blessed as holy. However it is interesting that the Sabbath was departed from in favor of pagan days of worship. Days set apart to worship precocious gods who were not even alive, were not able to bless, and certainly not able to give life. Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath. In his day, every disciple, hearing his message knew exactly what “Lord of the Sabbath” meant spiritually. No passage in the entire Bible negates the sanctity of the Sabbath. (Genesis 2:1-4). The Sabbath was the final day’s “creation” – created and formed by blessing and rest – declaring Gods presence and his attitude of goodwill and peace toward mankind. He invites us to dwell with him, to be blessed by him, to be sanctified in him. The Sabbath is God’s invitation to reside with him. It has never been annulled, but only enhanced and made entirely possible through Jesus.
Barriers to Trust and Worship

Observance of ritual does not make us Holy. The Spirit of God makes us Holy. Observance and obedience to external things will neither save us nor gain us a ticket into heaven. We gain entry into the Kingdom of Heaven through that by which we are sealed – The Holy Spirit of God, God in us. This is the Spirit of Jesus reigning in our hearts. 

Do not be mistaken that the Law is null. The Law and the Spirit are in complete harmony, but the Law is a crude representation of the perfection of the Spirit. It is good and it is holy. The Law is Spiritual, but it was a precursor to Jesus and a precursor to the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

The Law itself can be the barrier to people accepting Jesus fully, because it can become a kind of idol and something beyond which some cannot see e.g. the Jews who refused Jesus. So Paul explained that it was like a kind of schoolmaster leading us to Jesus. In this way he shows Jesus as the goal or destination of the Law. Once we reach our destination, Jesus, we can let go the hand of the school master. To worship God through Jesus and by the power and inspiration of the Spirit, this is the answer. 

Recall that Jesus said to enter into life; one will be keeping the Commandments. The Ten Commandments is not a smorgasbord of choices. The Law is in harmony with the Spirit. Sin is what is not in harmony with the Spirit. Sin is the transgression of the Law. (1 John 3:4)

Part 7. Final Discussion

The Ten Commandments

Romans 13:10 “Love fulfills the Torah.” The Law is not a prod in the back compelling us, but rather it is a light to our path, leading us. 

The Ten Commandments which were written in stone is the outline or basic foundation of the Spiritual Law of Love. It is the code of behavior in all its spiritual meaning which is synonymous with the Spirit – so when the Spirit dwells in us, the Law is what guides us, not in the Letter, nor with the inherent curse, but in Love as its motivation fulfilling its requirements. “The Law is Spiritual”: It defines how we respond to God and to our fellow man. 

In the Old Covenant, and extraneous to this Spiritual Law are laws of “separation”, clean versus unclean food, circumcision, purifying washings, etc. Under Grace with God’s Spirit in us, we are already Holy. What we eat or drink cannot add to our holiness – one may do what their heart considers appropriate. One is not bound to do these things – observing laws of clean versus unclean – when under the Covenant of Grace. One also must not compel another to do those things.
There was a Holy Worship Schedule which Israel observed, as did the Jewish church fathers, but this also is not binding. If we keep “days” we keep them to the Lord, and if we do not we also choose not to, in honor of the Lord. Paul, in his letter to the Colossians is very plain in his instruction. “In him you have been circumcised, with a circumcision not performed by human hand, but by the complete stripping of your body of flesh. This is the circumcision according to Christ. You have been buried with him, when you were baptized; and by baptism, too you have been raised up with him through your belief in the power of God who raised him from the dead. You were dead because you were sinners and had not been circumcised: he has brought you to life with him, he has forgiven all our sins. He has overridden the Law, and cancelled every record of the debt that we had to pay; he has done away with it by nailing it to the cross’ and so he got rid of the Sovereignties and the Powers, and paraded them in public, behind his triumphal procession. 
From now onwards, “never let anyone else decide what you should eat or drink, or whether you are to observe annual festivals, New Moons, or Sabbaths. These were only pale reflections of what was coming: the reality is in Christ.” (Colossians 2:9-17 Jerusalem Bible). There can be absolutely no confusion that the Old Covenant observances are completely obsolete. 
The Sabbath 

The Sabbath, being part of the Decalogue, and part of the Torah which is now written on our hearts is interesting. Christ is Lord of the Sabbath. He said the Sabbath was “made” by blessing and sanctifying it – for the benefit of man. Thus, this has not changed. Jesus’ words uphold the Sabbath as eternally holy, as long as this creation exists. The Sabbath being part of the Decalogue, the law, by which we are to be judged, is a powerful aspect of the first and greatest commandment – to love God with all your heart, with your entire mind and with all your soul. 

We do not gain grace by its observance, as the Law is incapable of saving us, but to sin is to transgress the Law and we know we are to stop sinning. The Sabbath is a blessing. After all, who would say no, to taking a day off once a week to spend with your best friend. This is what the Sabbath allows and facilitates - time with God, dedicated holy time with God. It frees us for acts of worship in doing good – just as Jesus and the apostles were frequently preaching, healing, and comforting others on the Sabbath. 

Also, it is said “there remains a Sabbath keeping for the people of God. Our “rest” is accessible on many levels. It is like a promised land and it is the “city” of our citizenship. It is a city, not of this world, so we look forward to it, even though we are already its citizens (Hebrews 11 and 12). The Sabbath has always pointed to the Creator, whom we know to be both the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning of all things and the destination of all things, so God spans the “week”. Every week we take time to worship Him and especially so, on a day, the 7th day, which he declared to be Holy (at creation rather than Sinai). In doing so, we both look forward to the Kingdom and we experience this “rest” now, for we have ceased from our own works. If the Law is written on our hearts we will be “remembering” the Sabbath Day to keep it Holy because we will have no issues with the written code. The Law is Holy. Indeed it is not an imposition, but a joy. The Sabbath forms a basis for coming events, for God’s children and for the whole world ultimately. The Sabbath celebrates God. It celebrates Christ.
The Church is the “First Harvest”

Through the ancient annual Holy Festival schedule we see the Sabbath “holiness” is bound into spiritually significant events that brought the church to Pentecost (the Law given at Sinai, and again in Jerusalem on Day 50 after the counting of 7 Sabbaths, the counting of the weeks). The church is the church of the FIRSTborn. Hebrews 12 shows an amazing Festival celebration in the Holy City of God. Pentecost (the Feast of Weeks or the Feast of the Firstfruits) is not only an historic New Testament event when God sealed his people with his Holy Spirit, it also looks forward to our re-union with Christ and quite likely to our marriage and wedding supper in heaven in the presence of God, with Jesus our betrothed. The parallels to Sinai and Zion are complete. The glorious city, New Jerusalem, does not consist of tall buildings, streets, parks, bridges, etc. New Jerusalem (Mt Zion) is people. It is the entirety of the fellowship of people saved through faith in Jesus – saved by that same promise Abraham received! New Jerusalem is the Bride. New Jerusalem is the people who are faithful to their betrothed Savior. New Jerusalem are the people who live their lives entirely by the culture the Father established – the culture of love initially revealed on two tablets of stone. 

All is fulfilled in this sense for the Church, but this same counting of 7 occurs again at the Jubilee every 50 years and the Jubilee points to Jesus return. He is the Savior of the Church, the firstborn children of God, and he is the Savior of the World - all mankind, an event we all look forward to in the future. Jesus is not only Savior of the Church. The Church is the Church of the Firstborn. Jesus is then by implication Savior of at least one further birthing into God’s family.

So Yes, the Sabbath “rest” is fulfilled entirely for the Church in Jesus, our Savior. However, its prophetic significance continues to have an astounding outcome yet in store for all humans everywhere and remains relevant until all is fulfilled.  “As in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). So in a far broader way than we can comprehend, Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath.  All people will ultimately seek and find their rest, their peace, through Jesus. 

Accept One Another’s Differences

Paul makes it clear that we are not to judge one another nor compel one another with respect to days or foods – so we too acknowledge that neither to keep the Israelite Festivals (the Feasts of the Lord), or to observe dietary laws were compulsory and salvation is not dependent on such practices. What is compulsory is to LOVE and ACCEPT one another. James said when we are led by the Spirit we will be keeping the Law (Ten Commandments) on which the Old Covenant was based, but we will extend our submission to the Spirit far beyond this. Paul says when we LOVE, we are fulfilling the Law. One may ask then, if I am not keeping the “Feasts of the Lord” will I still be saved? The clear answer is Yes, I would be saved. This is true because salvation is not by doing, but by believing in Jesus as our Savior. 

In his letter to Titus 1:10-14 Paul warns about Jewish “bullies” - people who make merchandise of the brethren by trying to get them to do things according to the Jewish customs. He does not elaborate on what customs were being spoken about. He does infer it was about dietary laws, but can be applied more broadly. “To those who are pure, all things are pure.” Would this be the same as saying, ‘You are holy and to you there is nothing unclean’? Spiritual transgression, sin, is not holy, but to a man of true faith, outward signs of Holiness are not required. 

Sabbath is Part of the Great Spiritual Principle – Love God with all Your Heart

One might also ask, “If I stopped observing the Sabbath would I still be saved?” We are told not to sin deliberately. The Sabbath is part of the Law written on our hearts. We are not saved by keeping the law, but James showed that it is not the hearers only who are saved but those who do the things written in the Law. James’ references leave one in no doubt that he refers to the Ten Commandments when he speaks of the Law. The Law is a spiritual code of conduct and the founding principles of a sophisticated, yet primary way of interacting with one another. Its deepest expression is not in attending to the details of the small-print, but in letting all we do to be guided by Love. James also celebrates and emphasizes the Law of Love – that overarching principle which brings the discreet commands under one Royal Law, the Perfect Law of Liberty, fostering mercy and compassion in the believer. 
Further, we are not “wed” to the Law, but to Christ. We obey in the Spirit. Christ is our husband. It is not the Law we are wed to, but Christ, so we are to submit to him, in holiness and purity which in turn will express righteousness in us. Thus the Law will be upheld by our conduct. We do not submit to the written code, for we are not “married” to it, but we submit to Christ and to righteousness and holiness and purity which is what the Law attempts to grasp. Law keeping is limited in its expression when one is not led by the Spirit. Christ is all in all. Why would one then consider breaking a commandment for any reason? And why would one not wish to honor Christ by respecting and keeping holy a Day he sanctified and upheld and which points to him in its every aspect? “The Son of Man is Lord also of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:28).

Conclusion of the Matter

Jesus said, “’til heaven and earth disappear, not one dot, not one little stroke, shall disappear from the Law until its purpose is achieved.” The Ten Commandments – we are to teach them and to teach others to keep them. In the Book of Revelations, the futuristic visions given to John by Jesus, our Savior and High Priest, it is demonstrated time and again that those who enter eternal life are those who “keep the commandments of God and the Testimony of Jesus”. Faith and obedience in the Spirit are imperative. However, sin is not the matter upon which our eternal judgment hinges, for we know, and God knows, we are sinners in our flesh and we are condemned. Jesus removes that sin, the standard we are to live by, when we are justified, in this way, by the application of God’s grace, and the attribute by which we are “judged” is Love. If a believer does not abide by Love, he or she does not “cut the mustard” so to speak – he is not a Christian, for he/she is not following Christ’s mandate to Love.
From this study it is clear now that the Ten Commandments are the “basics”  - “written” on the hearts of the believer through the indwelling of the Spirit of Christ. We are to be led by this Spirit, and respond as a loving wife to her husband. In the Old Covenant, there were instructions which were extraneous to this Law, and these things are a matter of choice and no-one is to bully or compel other believers to observe them or not to observe them. They are not able to save us. WE are FREE to commit to different forms of dedication to God. We are FREE to honor God in whatever way we choose, by what we eat, by acknowledging God’s ancient festivals if we so desire, by abstaining from certain things for a period of time or even as Paul did, by taking a Nazarite vow, but realize none of these things add one iota to grace. What we can take to heart is that we must never infer that grace and life depend on such observances.  The thrust of these New Testament letters and accounts speak of Jewish custom, and “outward observances”, and rebukes those who try to impose such observances on Christians. This paper is not addressing the tendency of people to bring pagan practices into Christianity. That issue would be a matter for another position paper. 
When reading scripture one must keep at the forefront of their mind, the one true gospel. Jesus died in order to save us from sin and death. In Jesus, we are not condemned, but find life, rest and peace. God has full capacity to perfect us. In his eyes we are righteous, justified by his grace, through belief and trust in Jesus’ sacrifice. His very Spirit dwells in us and we are literally his children, beloved. He leads us to live lives of love and mercy. The Law does not govern us as an external motivator, but the very Spirit of God leads us to obey and to grow in grace as we become more like Jesus with each passing day, through the exercising of this very Spirit. 
We are Holy because Jesus lives in us and no amount of striving will make us Holy. It is done. However, we are to be led by the Spirit and in doing so we will be fulfilling the Law. Being led by the Spirit, outstrips the letter of the Law, because the Law can be kept without ever loving your neighbor, but the Spirit elevates the written letter to find its roots and its full maturity, in Love, first for God and then for man, made in God’s image.  Israel was bound by the Law. The church is advised by the principles of the Law, but we are not in bondage to it. We are led by the Spirit of our husband Christ and will follow his lead. The Law condemns under the Old Covenant, but New Covenant believers are saved. God promises us life, through our Savior and we believe in this promise and remain faithful, obeying and responding to all that Jesus said (as a loving wife desires to please her husband), as we are led by and aided by his very Spirit dwelling in us – this is the New Covenant. 
PART 8. Summary of Paper (in bullet point form).

· The promise to Abraham (of blessing through Christ) preceded the Law (and the Old Covenant). 

· The promise (that all nations of the earth shall be blessed in that one seed) comes through faith (not what we do). We are beneficiaries of the promise.

· The Law was a temporary measure only, taking us by the hand – its destination for us, was Jesus. 

· The lie being told to the Galatians was about the Law and specifically “outward signs” through circumcision, dietary laws and separation through clean/unclean observances, and days.

· The lie was perpetrated by Jews who bewitched the Galatians, as if they were not good enough – “Who made you envious?”

· We are freed from servitude to the Law, not slaves to Law, but sons of God by faith alone and we are to stand in this freedom. (Implies we will not fall.)

· Love is perfected by faith; by walking in faith the lusts of the flesh are overcome.

· At baptism we became dead to our past life, dead to sin and dead to the Old Covenant. 

· We were washed clean and immersed in Jesus and we take on his attributes of purity and righteousness. 

· Acts shows Paul demonstrating a commitment to the Law, by undertaking a Nazarite vow to show how he obeyed and observed the Law. He believed and taught from the Law. (Acts 25 especially Vs 8)

· Romans shows that the Law is the standard by which all are judged and although we are saved by faith, Romans 2:13 says we who “do” the Law are justified. Doers of the Law rather than just “hearers” are justified. 

· The Law is written on our hearts. On the one hand we are not “slaves” to the Law, but we do abide by the Law, knowing it is not, nor ever can be our own righteousness that saves us, nor do our efforts earn us eternal life, but this comes only through Jesus.

· Our behavior must be consistent with the standards of the Law (Romans 2:25-26). This is “circumcision of the heart”. 

· The Law exposes sin and condemns us. Salvation is by faith. 

· The “Law of works” condemns; the Law of Faith saves. The Law is upheld, this is why we need to be saved. 

· We must not sin however (Romans 4:25, 6:1), we walk in newness of spirit. The body of sin is annulled – we no longer serve sin. We died to that life. All that sin produced in us was death (Romans 6:12).

· We are betrothed to Christ (Romans 7:4-5) and we must not let sin rule over us. Now we serve righteousness (Romans 6:17-18)

· The Law is spiritual so unites with our mind in our spiritual parts (Vs 21) However we do have to continue to resist sin, because sin, in essence continues to reside in our flesh.

· Because we are under the Law of righteousness by Grace, through faith, we are no longer condemned and we conform to the Spirit which is Life and Peace, so we no longer fear. 

· When something is offered by promise, no amount of striving gains anything, except faith in that promise.  There were no special conditions to the Promise, otherwise it would not be by faith, but earned and owed and gained by “works”. The promise is only by faith.

· Jews who “stumbled” strived to establish their own righteousness and in doing this they were unable to submit to the righteousness of God. Jesus is the Goal of the Law. Jesus is its purpose or destination.

· The vine with its roots is God. One branch was cut out (Israel) and a wild branch grafted in. By faith we are saved. (The natural branch will yet have their opportunity to rejoin the vine at a later time). 

· We fulfill the Law by loving our neighbor (Romans 12:10). 

· Food, drink, observation of days (Holy Days) are matters of personal choice – Gentiles were never asked to do these things. They never came under this covenant. 

· We are not to judge but love and edify one another, looking out for one another’s spiritual well-being. 

· Those who are strong in faith must support the weaker ones. 

· We are clean (through repentance, baptism and renewal). We are Holy – Christ’s Spirit dwells in us. We cannot add to this by what we eat or drink or what we do. You cannot get holier than God’s children.

· Jesus died and rose again, so we can be forgiven and cleansed and enter eternal life with him. This was the imperative. Believing – this is our only imperative and living our lives according to this calling in Love. 

· In Love, accept one another.

· Jesus is everything and above everything. He is greater than Moses. He overcame Satan.

· We are the household and Jesus is the Master of the House. 

· Moses led the nation toward the Promised Land. Jesus leads us to His Kingdom. 

· Israel failed to enter because they lacked faith. We are to heed this as a warning. Remain full of faith. Remain faithful.

· There is a direct correlation of the Sabbath to the Kingdom. 

· Another “rest” was promised. Israel had failed, but we look toward another Day. 

· We are invited in, to reside with God in the Holy of Holies (Hebrews 6:13-18, 4:16). 

· Jesus is the First of many sons.

· Jesus is our High Priest. He intercedes for us and opens the way for us. It is all because of what God does, not what we do. 

· Jesus is King of Righteousness and King of Peace and Priest of the Most High God. This is the highest order of priesthood. We are made complete by the work of our High Priest. 

· The priesthood of the Old Covenant has been replaced. The Law has been replaced. The priest acts on behalf of the parameters of the covenant. For Aaron, the Law of works; For Jesus, the Law of Grace and to life eternal without end. 

· The earlier commandment is abolished. The Law cannot make anyone perfect. It is replaced by something better. 

· Jesus is the guarantee of this greater covenant. The word of the promise stands and upholds us to be forever complete. 

· The Law cannot make us complete but Jesus living in us can and will do forever. 

· The people were the weakness of the Old Covenant. Now we are changed with the Law written on our hearts (Hebrews 8:12). 

· The Law is like a hard statue representing a lively spiritual organism. Let’s not look to the statue to save. Let us celebrate and trust the Spiritual which is entirely Jesus, the Christ.

· The Law is consistent with the Spirit, but it is a crude replica of true righteousness.

· The Law was given at Sinai. Jesus was given at Pentecost in 31AD.

· Jesus is everything the Law pointed toward. The Law preceded this perfect Savior.

· Love is the overarching principle governing all we do. It is the source of all good we may do.

· The Old Covenant has completely disappeared (for us). It could not bring us to perfection.

· We enter the Sanctuary and join the community of Heaven. Our citizenship is with God and His Son. 

· Outside the camp – we are not under the Old Covenant, but under Jesus and with him we look toward New Jerusalem, the city of the Kingdom of God.

· Ultimately faith is about trusting God to complete/perfect us and not rely on our own striving – but to respond to the Spirit.

· Romans 13:10. Love fulfills the Law.

