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The Purpose of the Christian Life - What is this “calling” ultimately about?

(Preparation for Baptism)
We are called to a role or profession. It is a position which is not advertised in the usual way. We are in fact chosen by God, even before we knew Him. We are chosen because God knows our hearts and calls us according to his purpose. 

What I present today will open to us a greater understanding of the “Why”. Why did God call Prue, or you or me? Why does God set apart a group of people which He embraces as His own dear children. 

This concept of a calling to a job or position will be presented in a format familiar to employers and employees alike, broken into 

· Position Description

· Personal Attributes

· Contractual Agreement with Requirements/Rewards

· Ultimate “Fit” within the Organisation
Before we look a the role or position description which outlines our purpose, and our tasks, let us look at what personal attributes God looks for when He calls us into His service - and we are called into service, perhaps surprisingly, into a service most of us would never have considered we would ever be employed in. We do not choose Him, he chooses us, as Paul says we are “called according to his purpose” Romans 8:28.
Personal Attributes

Humility
Luke 18:15-17

Repentance
Luke 3:3; Acts 2:38; John 3:15-16

Commitment
Luke 18:29-30; Luke 9:23

Obedience
Luke 8:21; John 14:15; John 1:43

Endurance
Luke 21:34-36

Faithfulness
John 4:23-24

Belief

John 3:31-36; Mark 1:14-15; John 4:42; John 12:44-46
Work Ethic
John 5:16-17, 36: Mark 1:16-20; John 4:34-38 
Respectful  
Matthew 28:17 (worshipful)
Ambassadors
2 Corinthians 5:20
Generosity
Parable of the sheep and goats Matthew 25:31-46
And prior to discussing the role and ultimate position in the organization let me discuss what will be required of you and what you can expect from your “Employer”. One weighs these things up before committing to God. Luke 9:57-62.
Contractual Agreement with Requirements/Rewards

As a worker in a modern company, I agree to work in a particular capacity and given particular working conditions, and the company agrees to pay me and uphold those very conditions I agree to work under. We enter an agreement with God, when we enter the new covenant. Frankly, at baptism we give God our life and He gives us a new life, which extends to eternity.

	Reward (What God offers us)
	Requirement (Costs- what we offer God)

	Eternal life.
John 1:10-13
	Adopt a new set of Priorities and Principles Luke 18:19-29

	Out of Darkness into Light. John 3:21; John 15:9-11. We have understanding. 
	Place God at the Centre of your life. Luke 9:24-25

	A place as Heaven’s citizens. Hebrews 12:22-24
	Heed God (Trust and Obey) John 5:24; James 1:22-25

	Family. Luke 18:29-30 Belonging
	Humble Sacrifice (our whole lives are given to Him) Romans 12:1-3 We are no longer our own. Luke 14:33

	Inheritance. 1 Peter 1:3-9
	Live a pure life 1 Peter 2:11-12

	Mercy. 1 Peter1:3; Hebrews4:17
	Forgive Others. Matthew 18:21-22; Luke 6:36

	Free Access to the Father John 17:11
	Company Loyalty John 17:22


Position Description-the culture of the Organisation we join is inherently bound to the position description – what we do and how we do it
Luke 10:60.


It is our job to proclaim the Gospel
Matthew 28:18-20.

Recognise the line of authority

We are in the business of saving people and do this by making disciples, inducting and initiating them into the family business for eternity

Matthew 9:35-37


Continue in the work the founder (Jesus) started. 

Teaching and preaching and healing




Petition the Boss to recruit new workers. 

John 4:42


Understand the family is in the business of saving lives
John 15:5-8.


Be productive and use the resources the Holy Spirit gives
Accept discipline from the “Boss” you will be a better worker for this.

Hebrews 12:13.


Care for your fellow worker (brethren).
John 13:34-35.


Embrace the company culture of love


John 13:13-17.


Remember your role is to serve others in the organization.
Luke 8:20-21.


Embrace your colleagues as family.
John 15:12-15, 27
We are more than employees. This position has awesome family perks. 

We belong and having such a strong affiliation we have a greater responsibility to be productive in this business.

Romans 12:5-8


We work as a unit under the authority of the “Boss’s Son”.




We each have assigned tasks and roles. 

Be diligent and know you can always go to the Boss and seek help

Hebrews 13:15-16

Our conduct and words must always bring honour to the 





company and to the Boss. 




We are to share the resources he affords us.

1 Peter 2:15-16
You will not be policed, but there is an expectation your behaviour will be exemplary.
Luke 22:24-27
If you wish to move up the “ladder” learn to be a humble servant to your colleagues.
Romans 12:2


The company invests in your future and your development. 




You will achieve greatness just like the Son has. 

Seek to conform to the culture and principles upheld by the company.

Luke 15:34 
In the same way that salt is a rare and valued commodity and adds flavour to a meal, so you enhance the sense of the world.
Luke 8:16 
Keep in mind that it is your job to shine a light in a dark world, giving hope and a path to follow for others to be saved.
Ultimate “Fit” within the Organisation – Just as Jesus spent 3and a half years training disciples for their role as apostles, so also he is training us Luke 22:27-30 to join him in the Kingdom.
We are God’s Children John 1:12
We are being processed ourselves, to be “Spotless and refined”  Daniel 12:10  
1 Peter 2:9 We are a Royal Priesthood (in the service of God and in the Royal Family of God)
We are like a single unit, being One with God and Christ John 17:20-23; bound together in love. In fact we are so closely knit we are like a temple in which the Holy Spirit dwells, 1 Peter 2:4-5. God gives us a little bit of responsibility per the job description above, but we will be given greater honour than this in the Kingdom Luke 19:17-19. We are destined to “reign with him” 2 Timothy 2:11-12.
It is imperative then, that we embrace this time as a kind of refining or training era, for ourselves, We are to emulate our Older Brother, until we come to the fullness of his nature Ephesians 4:12-13; in true holiness and righteousness 23-24; Imitating him, especially in the expression of love, even to the point of self-sacrifice, this will be our offering to God, which sends to heaven such a sweet savour for our Father 5:1-2.
We, the people of the most High will inherit the kingdoms of this world, with Christ who is our King. Daniel 7:26-27; This Kingdom will endure forever Daniel 2:44-45; Daniel 7:21-22, 27, and we will accompany Christ as he rules over this Kingdom Rev 3:20-21; We are to be this Kingdom of priests who will reign on earth Revelation 5:10, Our job starts at the Millenial Rule of Christ Revelation 20:1-6, but we will forever be with the Lord 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, so we know it will not end there. 
Revelation Chapters 21 and 22.The final picture the Bible offers is that the earth will no longer exist, but will be replaced with a new heaven and a new earth. We see a New Jerusalem coming from the clouds and being established on earth. There is no more pain, no more sin, no death and no tears. Righteousness is the universal culture. This new Jerusalem is the “bride of Christ”, she has made herself ready for the wedding, Rev 21:9-10 to be the bride of Christ, it is imperative she is without flaw, as he is without flaw. This new Jerusalem is the church of which we are a part. Ephesians 5:22-33. This is indeed the destiny of all who are called out and who are faithful and all who have their sins washed away by the blood of the Lamb and all who submit to His authority in their lives. We will become pure and white, as He is pure and white and like a queen this collective body will be seated on a throne by his side. 
CONCLUSION
Our Role is now…..

Jesus is our role model and our Saviour. He basically sends us on a mission to continue what he started during his life amongst us as a human. We have the honour not to be servants, but family, so we enter, with Christ, the family business, which is to save people. Ours is a special calling, in that we are a kind of first generation of the Kingdom of Heaven. As such, we are to carry on with what Christ started. Because we are children of God, we are in fact considered “Royal” and because Christ is a priest and we are to follow him, doing his work as his disciples, we adopt a priestly mantle along with all the saints. We are a kind of spiritual temple in which Christ himself lives as the Holy Spirit. As such we have an investment from God, to represent him in this dark world. Our conduct is to be ever righteous and holy, ever growing toward the stature and fullness of Christ. 
Our Role is future……

As well as equipping us to fill this present day role, God is preparing us for a role within the Kingdom of God, which will be established on earth at Christ’s return. We are destined to be an instant nation of spiritual companions to Christ. We will be his fieldworkers in the Kingdom, working and ruling with Him, as his special group of called out ones, continuing in his work of establishing peace on earth and extending God’s good will to all men. We will be leading people to Christ, to be saved. We will be teaching people God’s righteous love and a holy way of life, just as we have learned as we have done in this age. 
We are not called to fill seats in a church building. We are not called just to have a personal relationship with the Father and Son. We are not just called to a life of blessing and mercy. We are not just called to be resurrected to an eternal inheritance. We are not called just to reflect God’s glory in our pure lives, although this is an important aspect of our calling. We are not called just to worship God. We are not just called to live a life of love, though this is essential. We are called to be the body of Christ. We are called to work in the same capacity he works in – as Kings and Priests representing His Kingdom and in the service of the Temple, which we ourselves form in a spiritual sense. 
We are now, in this time, learning to be like Him, to be full of Grace and Knowledge. We are being refined to be a quality product of the Holy Spirit, as it changes our hearts to purity and strength. We are being developed in our character and in our understanding to stand by our Saviour and King as he returns to earth to establish Righteous Rulership bringing it under the Kingdom of God. We are being exalted to heavenly places as Children of God, who will be with Him forever throughout eternity. 
