Light Vs Darkness. (Feast of Tabernacles 2010)
(I apologise if you have heard this presentation previously, but I find it exciting and wished to share it with this group. I have given each of you a list of the passages we will be referring to, so you can look them up a little in advance, but I will probably move through them fairly quickly, so we can spend some time in discussion at the end). 

I will demonstrate how the Light our Saviour offers is not only essential to us, but implies a responsibility we each carry as his disciples and followers. 
Gen 1:1-2 – God had created the heavens and the earth, the earth became formless and empty. Darkness was across the earth. No light penetrated through to it, until God spoke, commanding Light. “Let there be light”. He separated the light from the darkness, naming the light “day” and the dark “night”. I think it is significant that Darkness preceded Light. Light marked the end of the day and this pattern was set for the entire “week”. Darkness precedes light across our time units and symbolically the same is true for the earth’s civilization, as we will see in this study. 

The earth was dark (without light) until God began to work. Was the light dependent on the sun? In Verse 14, God said, “Let there be lights in the sky to separate day from the night -  this did not occur until the 4th day. The sun, moon and stars were not the “source” of light. We see in Verse 3, that the light existed prior to the sun, moon and stars giving their light. 

John 1:1-14, sheds light on this enigma. We see God as two entities in one. Our minds struggle to fully appreciate this, but the “Word” was with God in the beginning, and the “Word” was God. “All things were made through him, and in fact nothing was created without him. In him, this WORD, was life. This LIFE was the LIGHT of men. This shows not only the creation’s dependence on light and life from God, but it shows mankind’s dependence on this being called the WORD, who was creator, the source of life and the source of light upon which all life depends for existence, survival and continuance. 
Verse 5. The light shines in darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. The light and dark are incompatible. The dark cannot comprehend it. This implies that Light and Dark cannot co-exist in one place at any one time. Here we are not speaking any more about light rays, but John is referring to understanding, or that which is of the mind. The dark cannot comprehend the light.

This same “light”, the Word, who was present and actively participating in Creation, from whom life itself was imparted to the dead and dark earth, declared the gospel message, even from before Mankind was. The world needs this light.
Verse 9. John the Baptist declared the arrival of this “Light” into the world as a human. It is on this light that mankind must believe – this light was coming into the world. The Word, the source of light and the source of life, was coming into the world.

Verse 10. This Word, the light, came into the world and despite the fact that the world was made through him, he was not recognized or acknowledged, even by his own people, but to those who did receive him, who do believe, he, who has authority over all life, gave them the right to be the Sons of God, children born of God, no longer according to the parameters of the natural creation (ensnared by unceasing cycles of light and dark), but born of God. While we live, we live in the light, but natural humans descend to darkness upon death. Day and night, life and death, continually spell out our mortality. But when we are God’s children, we are freed from this fate, we live in the light eternally.

God, the creator, the source of light, the source of life, who brought the earth and its marvels into existence, established his own family, his children, through this part of himself called the Word. This Word became flesh and lived on earth with mankind, as a human. He is glorious and men witnessed this. He is the “glory” of the one and only who came from the Father, full of grace and Truth. Grace and Truth come through Jashua. 
Now the only one of all people everywhere who can witness about the Father is Jashua, the Word, the Light, in whom is life and he declares the Father to us. The LIGHT is Jashua himself. Light is the essential beginning for all creation for although the earth existed prior to the light shining into darkness, it was devoid of any life. He became flesh. However, mankind has rejected Jashua, despite our total dependence on him. We who do believe are gifted with grace and truth, to be the children of God, no longer subject to the normal and natural life/death processes. 
John 1:26,33,  Jesus is acknowledged as the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit, and in ..
Verse 34 … John introduces Jashua as the Son of God. He is the firstborn of the children of God, born human as a Son of God. We, who believe in him, are the children of the light, the children of God, Jashua’s siblings. 
John 12:35-36 35Then Jesus told them, "You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. The man who walks in the dark does not know where he is going. 36Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become sons of light." 

We are Sons of Light, who are to walk in the light, and trust in the light. 
Exodus 10:22-23. 22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and total darkness covered all Egypt for three days. 23 No one could see anyone else or leave his place for three days. Yet all the Israelites had light in the places where they lived.” As God provided light to Israel while Egypt was in darkness, so God also provides light to us in a dark world.

Exodus 13:21 “By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.” They had light both day and night, likewise we live in the light continually.
1 Thes 5:4-11  4But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
Harking back to the Garden, you will see that God’s presence immediately rectified the darkness and it was very good, yet darkness and light both continued to preside, the darkness first, then light. The darkness and light marked the “days”.

As in the garden the darkness continued to exist, so also after Jesus was born, the darkness has remained for mankind. See John 1:10-11. The world did not recognize him. As long as there are day/night cycles, “darkness” (sin) will remain with us. Paul defined the relationship between this metaphorical darkness and sin. 
2 Corinthians 6:14. “For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?” 
Acts 26:16-18. Jashua met Paul on his way to Damascus and introduced himself. 'I am Jashua, whom you are persecuting,' the Lord replied. 16'Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you. 17I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 
All people living at the end of time, will have come to the light of our Saviour. Satan is the prince of darkness and this time for man being subject to his sway will continue until all is fulfilled. This state will persist until after the Millennium, as we will see.   
2 Timothy 2:26. 24And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.” Presently, Jesus disciples act as a kind of beacon in a dark world, held captive by Satan.  Hence, our light must be seen to be effective
Ephesians 2:1-8.  1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature[a] and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God” —We who were once in darkness are now lifted up to his glorious light. We who were once immersed in sin and darkness, are freed to live in righteousness and glory.
Matthew 5: 14-16 14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
Luke 11: 33-36,  33"No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead he puts it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light. 34Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are good, your whole body also is full of light. But when they are bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness. 36Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light of a lamp shines on you." We have to fully embrace goodness from the depth of our being. Darkness or sin, has no place in us.
1 Thessalonians 5:4-11 4But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing”. Christ’s followers are “sons of the day”. We belong to the day. 

Revelation 22:3-5. 3No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.” Ultimately, we see, the darkness is completely overcome. 
Revelation 21:2-5  “2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 5He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true."

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city New Jerusalem and his servants will serve him…. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord will give them light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

That is right. God’s presence is light – figuratively and literally and his presence will be with people continually, in this new and everlasting era. 
Finally on a personal note, I believe the Day of the Lord, will be preceded by darkness. There will be a time when evil and wickedness is so marked and has escalated to such an extent that the very earth itself will (once again), not have light. 

Matthew 24: 29-30.29"Immediately after the distress of those days 
   " 'the sun will be darkened, 
      and the moon will not give its light; 
   the stars will fall from the sky, 
      and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'[a] 30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.
There will come a time, when Satan will be raging. He will persecute God’s faithful. He will destroy even the two witnesses. Darkness will reign both figuratively and literally. But just as the darkness which spread over the earth had no power against the light of God, and also similarly when at our Saviour’s death, darkness only temporary, the light of God, will shine again as the Righteous One, descends from heaven, to completely destroy the power of Satan over mankind. Darkness is only a temporary state. It signifies that humans will continue to struggle with evil, for we elected to eat from the tree of both good and evil. Eventually God’s saving grace will completely free us from this bondage. The future revealed to us through John’s and other’s writings satisfy our need for good to completely overcome evil. This happens for the whole world, through Jashua our Saviour. 
Given that we are children of light, how ought we to be, what implications does this have for our everyday lives? What responsibilities do we have as a “light shining in a dark world”? What does the world depend on us for, if we are the bringers of light?
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