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What Does the Bible say about the Holy Spirit, Christ in us, and being Holy?
This lesson explores the nature of the Holy Spirit of God and its effects on people as they are blessed by God. It will look at the Biblical experience of the moments when the Holy Spirit was evidently being sown within humans. It will pose some questions which challenge you. It will show that early experiences of the Spirit of God in Old and New Testaments were marked by miracles. 

I attended, as a visitor, a church in a neighbouring suburb. The minister who was speaking gave a moving sermon regarding Jesus’ love for the church in all its variety. This, he said, is symbolized in the Book of Revelation where Jesus stands among seven lamps each representing “the seven churches”. Afterward, he invited people up for prayer; he felt the Holy Spirit was telling him to pray for people who had sore throats or chest problems. I had been bothered by a sore throat for a number of weeks and could not shake it off, so I took my friend’s hand, went forward, and submitted to prayer. 

He laid hands on me and prayed for me, moving beyond a prayer for healing to praying for God to remove stumbling blocks from my path so I could serve Him powerfully. He beseeched God, strongly calling the Holy Spirit on me, “Now, Lord. Now. Now, Lord. Now”. He continued like this passionately demanding God to send His Spirit “now”. I think the minister expected me to speak in tongues or fall over – some sign to give him evidence of God’s Spirit at work. I have been a Christian for a good number of years and I deeply desire to work for God. This was a mighty and meaningful prayer to me. Tears streamed down my face. I felt like someone had read my journal and prayed with words I myself had been using. God was hearing my prayer and someone else was speaking them back to Him. It was powerful. Indeed my life has changed and my attitude has changed so I can devote more time, energy and focus to God. However, I did not fall over, nor speak in tongues. 
Several months passed. I visited a friend’s church where she worships. The minister and his wife, lovely people, care for a tiny congregation, who are praying for growth. It is a somewhat Pentecostal culture expressed at their services, and they are very enthusiastic. This minister invited me, a visitor, to come forward for prayer. He commented on the “scent” of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, he was enveloped by a delicious smell, like a vanilla blend of essential oils. This man, like the first, prayed for me. I believe he also waited for a manifestation such as falling backwards, which happens frequently in his congregation, or for me to start speaking in tongues. This did not occur. I have no doubt I am sealed with God’s Holy Spirit, but to date, it has not been manifest in me by publicly speaking in tongues nor by collapse.
How do we know the Holy Spirit is present? This study, but will look at some Bible examples of the expression of the Holy Spirit in God’s faithful servants. This lesson will endeavour to explain what the Holy Spirit is and what it does through what it did in Biblical times captured in the Holy Scriptures. 
Curtain of Separation

Jesus, prior to his ascension, “breathed on” his disciples and said “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22). Jesus had to return to the Father in order for the Father to send the comforter to the disciples (John 14:16, 26, 15:26, 16:7, Hebrews 12:22-24). You will recall that when Jesus died, the curtain of separation in the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom (Matthew 27:51). This signified that not only Jesus, but all who have his Holy Spirit in them, could now approach the throne of God to petition him for grace; mercy and help, in times of need (Hebrews 6:18-20, 9:2-4, 10:19-20, 12:22-24). It also exemplifies that we are citizens of heaven (Philippians 3:20-21). But when the disciples received the Holy Spirit was this the first time ever that the Holy Spirit was at work in humans? 

The Holy Spirit at work in the Old Testament
We recall Noah, as one of the very first men declared to be a preacher of righteousness (2 Peter 2:5). He was not the first. Read Genesis Chapters 1-6. Abel was the very first, but he was murdered (Matthew 23:35, Hebrews 11:4, 12:24). Enoch pleased God and was a prophet of times to come (Jude 1:14). The Bible story quickly moves on to the account of the flood. 
Noah knew mighty floods were coming which would destroy the earth and all in it. He called people to repent, while he and his sons built the ark, according to a plan God had given him (Genesis 6:15). When the time came, the animals came to him and he shepherded them into the ark (Genesis 7:8). None of this is commonplace. Foreknowledge of the flood, inspiration in design of the ark to withstand raging waters, and animals arriving as though invited – Noah and his sons did not go out to hunt and round up the creatures. What else but the Spirit of God could have saved Noah and his family? And as for this Spirit which was leading and guiding him, what else could it be, but Holy? Noah was righteous and was blessed by the Holy Spirit of God. Read Genesis Chapters 7-9 for yourself.

The first letter of Peter in Chapter 1 Verse 10-12, shows this Holy Spirit which worked with men of God of old, was in fact the Spirit of Christ. It was “in” the prophets of old, inspiring them with miracles and prophecies; praise and worship (1 Peter 1:9).
Moses is probably the next best known hero of old testament times. In the account of Moses “introduction” to God – his attention was drawn to a bush which was burning, but which was not consumed by the fire (Exodus 3:1-6). God was present. Moses was standing on Holy ground. God is holy and he is spirit. God is the Holy Spirit. It is the same Holy Spirit which was at work in men, millennia prior to Christ, which spoke to Moses from the burning bush. 
Moses and his brother Aaron were sent by God to Pharaoh of Egypt, to request that Israel be released so they could go and worship God. Israel were the descendents of Abraham, through Isaac and Jacob and they were under cruel bondage in Egypt (Exodus chapter 1, Acts 7:30-38). In order to bring Pharaoh to a point where he would acquiesce and free Israel, God, through Moses and Aaron performed mighty miracles (Verse 36) which outstripped the tricks of the royal magicians and wise men of Pharaoh’s court (Exodus 8:18-19). Moses was no conjurer. He was noble and princely. He had been raised in the royal household as a prince (Acts 7:20-22), not as a court entertainer, and he had spent the last forty years tending sheep (Acts 7:30). Now, at 80 years old he was pitted against the conjurers of Pharaoh. The miracles performed by Moses far exceeded the magicians trickery. The miracles which devastated the Egyptian economy were not done with legerdemain, trickery, potions or incantations, but by the mighty power of God through humble human instruments equipped with only a shepherd’s rod (Exodus 4:2-20). These miracles were done by the same spirit of power which fuelled the miracles of Christ, the Holy Spirit of God (1 Peter 1:10-12 - Compare the tongues of fire of Acts 2:3 to the fire of the burning bush in Exodus 3:1-6). This is the same spirit with which the disciples were blessed. 

Elijah and Elisha were powerful miracle workers as were many other Old Testament men of God. They foretold events (1 Kings 17:1-24, 2 Kings chapter 1) according to God’s edicts and all God spoke eventually came true (2 Kings 10:17) – sometimes occurring many generations later. Some in Old Testament times were inspired to write psalms, some wisdom and some prophecies even of end times. Is it the Spirit of Christ which was in them (1 Peter 1:10-12)?

Miracles, although not common place, were nevertheless richly evident in the Old Testament times and always facilitated God’s will through Holy men (and women) of Old. Was anyone “slain in the spirit”? There is no evidence of this phenomena in the pages of the Bible. The prophets prophesied when it was expedient to God, and miracles followed their prayers. The prophets were empowered by the Holy Spirit of God in much the same way as the disciples were. Compare the life of Elijah and Elisha with Peter and John. Christ said the disciples would perform miracles greater than those they had witnessed in Christ (John 14:12-14, Matthew 21:21-22). The same Holy Spirit, which was at work in Old Testament servants of God, works also in Christ’s disciples.
What happened when someone received the Holy Spirit in the New Testament?
The Bible holds no evidence of uncontrolled laughing, falling, drunkenness or confusion related to the expression of the Holy Spirit of God. This is human tradition, exaggerating the effects of a profound blessing from God. The author challenges the reader to seek and find any evidence of these things happening in the Bible records. We are instructed to “try the spirits” (1 John 4:1), but what is the measure we are to use?

The Holy Spirit is a blessing of oneness with God and Jesus (John 17:20-23). The Holy Spirit of God is a gift given to one who repents and believes in Jesus (Acts 2:38). It is a gift given by grace (Ephesians 2:8-10, 1Timothy 1:6-8). It is not earned, nor gained by our “righteousness” (Ephesians 2:9-10, Romans 9:15-16). The Holy Spirit was seen as tongues of fire on one occasion (Acts 2:1-4) and as a dove descending on Jesus when he was baptized (Mark 1:10). It was on occasion accompanied by “speaking in tongues” but this was only very infrequently reported in the New Testament. 
On that first day of Pentecost after Jesus returned to the Father, why was the Spirit manifested in the disciples via “speaking in tongues”? Acts Chapters 2 and 3 show this was the first miracle through the Holy Spirit after Jesus ascension. 
Immediately on receiving the Holy Spirit (seen as tongues of fire descending on the disciples accompanied by a loud noise like the wind) the disciples began to speak in a variety of languages, such that the visitors to Jerusalem, there to observe Pentecost, understood what was being said in their own language. This miracle was wrought by God to achieve a purpose that day – to convince many, both locals and visitors to Jerusalem, that Jesus was the Saviour they had been waiting for. Thousands of people repented and were baptized that very day. 
The miracles of the Spirit of God honour Him and fulfill His purpose. He is not the author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33). Speaking in tongues is not a reflection of the Tower of Babel when God confused the languages for another purpose. Speaking in tongues in this episode was to ensure understanding by the masses of the most compelling story of all time, the story of Jesus as our Saviour.  
There are occasions when the blessing of the Holy Spirit was, in fact, evidenced by speaking in tongues (Acts 2:1-5, 10:19-48) and times where it is not (Acts 2:41, 46-47, 5:14, 6:7, 8:12, 14-17). Know that God’s children are blessed with the Holy Spirit and its manifestation in that person is always blessed, in order to fulfill God’s purpose, but it is not always evidenced by speaking in another language. The Holy Spirit is not a plaything, nor a drug. It is the Spirit and essence of the Living God who gave His son, so we may live (John 3:16). 
There are a number of incidents when the new Gentile converts spoke in tongues. This confirmed to the apostles that Gentiles were in fact being called and blessed with the same Holy Spirit of God, a thing unheard of previously (Acts 11:18, Romans 11:11). The tongues of fire were visual evidence that the disciples were initially blessed with the Holy Spirit of God. Speaking in tongues in those early days of the church was a miracle God performed in the apostles only, in order to convert masses of international visiting Jews and later to show God was blessing the Gentiles with this same Holy Spirit of God. Prior to this God had only ever had a covenantal relationship with the nation of Israel, but now he blessed the Gentiles in this same manner, opening up the way to salvation to the whole world (Acts 13:47, 2 Corinthians 6:16-18, Leviticus 10:10).

The Spirit descending on Christ was visible and was confirmed by God’s voice from heaven. (Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21, John 1:29-34). Jesus did not speak in tongues, nor fall over. No other person who received the Holy Spirit had what appeared to be a dove, descend on them, nor had a voice from heaven confirmed God’s blessing. These things deserve consideration by those who feel that everyone who is blessed by the Holy Spirit will speak in tongues. This is simply not borne out by evidence in the Bible.

The Holy Spirit will “lead you into all truth”

Acts 1:4-5 and verses 7-8 describes the Holy Spirit as a comforter which would empower the disciples to preach the gospel (Matthew 28:16, Acts 2:1-4). It would lead them into “all truth” and help them recall Jesus’ teachings (John 16:13, John 14:26). The disciples received the Holy Spirit and began immediately to preach the gospel message, “in tongues” which were actual languages understood by the masses of Jews who were gathered from surrounding nations for the Holy Day, Pentecost. Read all Acts Chapter 2. 
Peter told the people who were gathered there, the solution to their dilemma. They had murdered the only person who could save them from their sins and death. “Repent”, he said, “and be baptized… in the name of Jesus (only Jesus cleanses us from our sin) for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit…. for all whom the Lord will call” (Acts 2:38). Thousands were baptized that day (verse 41) and the next – there is absolutely no biblical evidence that they all spoke in tongues, it is simply not mentioned. What purpose would such a staggering gathering of confused languages serve for God? Did people collapse upon receipt of the Holy Spirit at work in them? There is no evidence of this occurring. And did tongues of fire rest on each? Once again there is no record of this. When the Holy Spirit is seen it is to confirm God’s purpose toward salvation in Christ. God does not play with our emotions, nor play on our emotions by excessive demonstrations of power, whereby the individual is overwhelmed and unable to control their own bodily functions. Nor does he put us at risk of injury. All he does is in love and with deep meaning.

In Acts 6:1 and verse 7, we are informed that people continued to be baptized and had hands laid on them to receive the Holy Spirit. There is no discussion of speaking in tongues. Under persecution the church dispersed, and the gospel was published in Gentile nations. Outside of Israel men and women were baptized but had not had hands laid on them by the apostles, so had not received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:4-7, 14-17). When they received the Holy Spirit there was no discussion of the new converts speaking in tongues, except for the original gentile converts of Cornelius household. (Acts 10:1-48). Here, speaking in tongues was a “sign” that the Gentiles were called into the Church, a new development in the Christian movement, which emboldened the apostles, especially Paul, to preach to gentile nations. Even when Paul was baptized there is no record that his conversion was accompanied by immediately speaking in tongues. (Acts 9:17-19).

To close this discussion we have seen from these readings that there were occasions when being baptized in the Spirit, the miracle of speaking in other languages followed, but this is not universally so by any means. Many thousands were baptized with no mention of speaking in tongues. 

If the Holy Spirit is not consistently evidenced by speaking in tongues how is it manifested?

Unity Through Christ

It is by the Holy Spirit that a Christian declares his/her conviction that Jesus is the Holy One (1 John 4:2, 2 John 1:7) promised  from the “foundation of the world” (1 Peter 1:20), sent to save us from sin (Matthew 1:21). I.e. Only through the Holy Spirit can we declare Jesus is the Messiah with the conviction of faith (John 20:31, Acts 5:42, 9:22, Romans 10:9, 1 Corinthians 12:3).
Jesus said, “I and my father are one” (John 10:30). It is through the Holy Spirit that we join father and son in this same union - “I in you and you in me and them in us” (John 17:20-26). Oneness with God is possible through the Holy Spirit. We experience this oneness through prayer and communion with God and with each other (1 John 4:13). We experience this oneness when we are of a humble attitude and are responsive to God’s word through the pages of the Bible and through the promptings of the Holy Spirit (1 John 3:19-24, 4:12-21). 

Is the Holy Spirit in us evident to others? If speaking in tongues is not a consistent “sign” and “keeping of the law” still falls short (Hebrews 7:19), and even worshipful observance can be counterfeit (Matthew 7:21) – if even casting out demons is not enough (Matthew 7:21-23), nor miracles (Verse 22), then what is the “sign” that one is blessed by the Holy Spirit?
The “sign” Jesus spoke of was love. “By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35). This is the measure of the Christian. People think that by praising Christ, by calling on his name; that they are Christian, but this passage shows very clearly that love and charity are the hallmarks of a Christian. 
Read 1 Corinthians 13. All else, beside love, is nothing. Loves prevails throughout eternity. Even the earth and the heaven will outlive their usefulness to God, but faith, hope and charity (love) will persist. Of these love is the greatest (Verse 13). God is love, so the endowment of his Spirit is also love. Do not let vanity cause you to believe our gifts given through the Holy Spirit outstrip love for they do not. There may be other miracles and endowments of the Holy Spirit, but the measure of a Christian is love (1 John 4:4-12)
The Fruit of the Spirit

Trees and vines bear fruit. Fruit is what we, as Jesus disciples produce from living a life worthy of his calling. Jesus said, “By their fruits you will know them” (Matthew 7:16, Luke 6:43-45, John 15:1-6). We are counseled to “test the spirits to see whether they are from God” (1 John 4:1). The context of this advice is around those in leadership roles within the church – we are to consider their “fruit”. But what “fruit” is being spoken about?

Have you heard the saying “you reap what you sow”. If we sow love, liberally in all our relationships we will reap goodwill – generally. If we sow discord, we will reap anger, discord and bitterness. These are a type of “fruit”. If we tell lies, we discredit ourselves and breed distrust in others toward us and the service or name we represent.

The Letter to the Ephesians describes the results of that kind of sowing (Galatians 5:22), but contrasts this with the “fruit of the Spirit”. We sow love and the pay off is positive. We sow love and reap love, along with joy, peace, longsuffering, patience, kindness and faith (Verse 22, Ephesians 5:9). The Holy Spirit in us produces Godly and righteous traits, which will be evident to those who have the Holy Spirit. Hence, we will be careful we they believe, who we trust and respect and who, in the faith we work alongside. Along with love, these traits are the “fruit” we see, showing the Holy Spirit of God is at work in an individual’s life and relationships. The measure is not in huge numbers of people saved, nor great and extravagant displays of miraculous power. No, love alone is the sign. 
The Charismatic Gifts of the Spirit
Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians  Chapters 12-14 describe various “gifts” of the Spirit. These gifts and not inherent or latent talents, but miraculous endowments attributed to us via the very Spirit of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:4). Jesus performed miracles and so do his followers (John 14:12). Some gifts are not necessarily considered miraculous, nor do they appear mysterious, such as hospitality, teaching or preaching. They could be seen by some as enhancements of human talents, but these are sometimes accompanied by miracles. Paul discusses the appropriate uses of the gifts God has given us. This is why the “Love Chapter” lies embedded in this discussion (1 Corinthians Chapter 13) and again confirmed in Romans (Chapter 12:1-10). 

In the New Testament accounts of the early activities of the Church, miracles accompanied the preaching of the gospel (Acts 5:12-16, 3:6-26, 4:8-12). The apostles healed the sick (Verse 15), cast out demons (Acts5:16), restored mobility (Acts 3:1-10) to the people who were disabled in these ways. Some even had power to raise the dead (Acts 10:36-42) and some resisted the venom of snakes (Acts 28:5). Miracles showed God’s endorsement of the message being preached (Romans 15:19). 

Within his discussions regarding the gifts of the Holy Spirit, Paul urges brethren to desire the gifts that most benefit the church, our brethren. Speaking in tongues is indeed a gift of the Spirit, but its utility within a local congregation is limited unless someone with a complementary gift of “interpretation” is present. Such a person would be able to decipher the message given in tongues. Prophecy, in comparison is more desirable than “tongues” in that it benefits, edifies (builds up) the church (1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 14:1-5). We are advised to desire the greater gifts which strengthen the brethren and the church (Verse 12).
Love

What must be clear to all who would desire the blessing of these charismatic gifts is that the expression each gift must stem from love. Love, care, concern, generosity of spirit – this must motivate any work we do, in Jesus’ name. 

When you witness extraordinary evangelistic high profile media events, captivating incredible outworking of the Spirit, exercise this discretion. “Test the spirits, to see if they are from God” (1 John 4:1). What is the motivation behind extravagant displays? Is it fame, or money? It is power or vanity, or is it to give God glory through deep meaningful displays of God’s love and his desire to relieve human suffering, as Jesus did? If we ourselves are so blessed, is it from love, that we do these things? Is it out of care and compassion? Love is the hallmark of a Christian, but it is possible to do wonders by another spirit (Matthew 7:21-23). Beware that what you do in Christ’s name is indeed motivated by the Spirit of God, who is love (1 John 4:8, 16). Try the spirits (1 John 4:1).

Paul Corrects Error in One Congregation
What is gained by the Church and the brethren through uncontrollable babbling, being “drunk in the spirit”, or by being “slain in the spirit”, etc? These strange practices are not at all sanctioned in the pages of the Bible. Paul attempted to correct the misplaced use of the Holy gifts when they added nothing to the edification of the congregation.
When you read 1 Corinthians Chapters 12-14 and Romans 12, along with other passages which demonstrate the working of these gifts, consider these blessings and how they may benefit the Church of Jesus, the brethren: and how they advance the work of the Church – to preach the gospel and to teach disciples about Jesus and his commands (Matthew 28:18-20). The gift of the Holy Spirit has purpose beyond oneself. 
Speaking in tongues is a gift of God, but unless one is present to interpret, the church is not edified and the ‘conversation’ is between the individual and God alone (1 Corinthians 14: 2, 4, 13-17). Speaking in tongues without an interpreter has no place in corporate worship activities (1 Corinthians 14:26-28). Paul thought it would be nice if everyone spoke in tongues (Verse 5) – speaking in tongues was and is not universal in the church, but he preferred that we would desire the greater gifts, which benefit the brethren and the church (1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 14:12).

Instructing Christians about holy behaviour in the New Testament Paul advised his audience not to be “drunk with wine” but rather to be “intoxicated” by the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). Contrarily, Christians today may be seen at some events laughing unrestrainedly at nothing in particular, or even falling hysterically out of their seats. We need to understand the meaning of this scripture to clarify what is instructed. What Paul meant was that our joy and peace and sense of well-being does not come from strong drink, but from the Spirit of God at work in us (Verse 17-20). He was not advocating loss of dignity and aplomb, (as we have seen that all should be done in a fitting and orderly manner) but that drunkenness is not necessary when one is blessed with the Holy Spirit, rather that the Spirit grants peace (1 Corinthians 14:13, John 14:17, Colossians 3:15, 1 Peter 1:12, Romans 15:13).
Likewise, being ‘slain in the Spirit’ has no biblical background. Why would a loving God place his beloved child at risk, by overwhelming them with the power of the Spirit through which he is blessing them? Why would he put them at risk of harm from backward propulsion so powerful that strong hands need to be placed behind the person to save them from hurting themselves? Our God is love. Can you see evidence of this type of thing in the pages of your Bible? Beware of showmanship in the name of God. 
We are to desire the gifts. They are desirable. They are tools and talents to be used in fellowship, worship, evangelism and care of the brethren. There is the gift of wisdom and the gift of prophecy, the gifts of knowledge and faith and healing. There is ‘miraculous powers’, speaking in tongues and the gift of interpretation of what is spoken in tongues (other languages). These gifts are given for members to perform tasks pertinent to their roles in the church, as apostles, prophets, teachers, miracle workers, healers, administrators and those who speak in tongues. We are to eagerly desire the greater gifts which build up the church, so the function we perform in the body is effective for the work the church does in preaching the gospel and caring for one another. What remarkable attributes God’s children are gifted with, when they submit themselves into his service (1 Corinthians 12:7-11, 27-31).
Oneness with God/Christ/Each other

The Holy Spirit is the ‘seed’ of God, planted within baptized believers – those who express faith in Jesus Christ to salvation – from death to life (John 5:24). The seed and deposit of the Holy Spirit (1 John 3:9, 1 Peter 1:23, 2 Corinthians 5:5), seals the believer (2 Corinthians 1:22) into the family of God (Matthew 5:9, Romans 8:16) as one of His sons and daughters (Galatians 3:26). What an amazing heritage it is, which Jesus shares with us (Romans 8:16-17). We transition from “babes” in Christ to maturity and “perfection” (Hebrew 6:1, 1 Corinthians 13:10, 2 Corinthians 13: 9-11) becoming “whole” (Acts 3:1-4:31) – becoming like Christ himself in our character (1 John 3:1-3, 7, 10, 4:16-17). The Holy Spirit molds each of us into his image as we learn to live more perfectly this life of love.
As children of God, a “royal priesthood” is being created in us (1 Peter 2:9) with a destiny of reigning under Christ’s authority (Revelation 1:6, 5:10) when the Kingdom of God is established on earth (Revelation 5:10). The Holy Word of God underpins our behaviour. The Holy Spirit is eternally dignified “…everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way” (1 Corinthians 14:40) in the Churches of God.

Christ at Work in and Through the Church
After Jesus’ resurrection, prior to his ascension to rejoin God in heaven, he told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until the “comforter” from heaven was sent. Jesus needed to return to the father in order for the Holy Spirit to be sent to the disciples (John 15:26, Acts 2:16-17, 33).

This Holy Spirit is Christ in us (Romans 8:11, Ephesians 3:16-17), and as such, we the Church, are the “body” through which Christ now works. The first letter to the Corinthians (Chapters 12 through to 14) shows how we as individuals need to uphold, esteem and support one another as a part of this body of Christ. As individuals we are blessed with the Holy Spirit and we work for Christ, as we preach the gospel and tend to each other’s spiritual, emotional and physical needs. The Holy Spirit in us, as we work together in harmony and cooperation, exemplifies the life of Christ. We, the church, represent Christ, the King and our Saviour, as a type of ambassador (2 Corinthians 5:19-20) of the Kingdom, corporately and individually. “And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us”. Our behaviour toward each other and toward others must at all times by worthy of Jesus, who submitted to death, on the cross, so we could live – eternally. This is a noble and dignified calling. 

Yes, with the Holy Spirit in us, joy will be expressed and God will be glorified passionately. Miracles will occur. Brethren will be rejoicing, in the Holy Spirit, but all things will be done in a way that honours God and gives him glory; in a way which serves each other respectfully (Philippians 2:3) and lovingly (Romans 12:10) for healing, teaching, inspiration and  strengthening (Romans 12:3-13). Delight in God, but beware of falsifying humility, and of misrepresenting God’s glorious power (Colossians 2:16-23. 

We become the children of God with an amazing future serving him in the Kingdom and we have an amazing heritage. Let us live today what we will be tomorrow. Let us be children in whom God “is well pleased”. Please read and study Lesson 8 of this same series, which is about Love as a way of life. It is a companion study to this Lesson.
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