 What Does the Bible say about Love as your guiding tenet?

God is Love

God is love (1 John 4:8, 16). We think of love as a feeling or we think of love as something we do. We love someone. We even consider love as a state we are in – “ I am in love”. But the Bible says “God is love”. Nothing anywhere is described in this way, except God. Love describes what God is. Love is the essence of God’s nature. People are flesh and blood, but God is love. 2 Corinthians 13:11 also says he is a “God of love”. This lesson will explore what this ‘love’ means, how God expresses love across the ages and how this love finds its fulfillment in our destiny as humans. Many is the study which looks at intricate nuances of words in original scripts, but for this study I would like you to just let this word “love” sit within your soul and resonate with all that you know is good and kind. 

One of the most profound verses of the Bible explains the gospel message of salvation as it is framed in love. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son so that all who believe in him might not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:16). God’s love takes us from death to life.  Love is expressed in giving. He gave us his son. Sometimes love is so strong we would die for the one we love. This is how powerfully and perfectly God loves us. 

Jesus is God is Love

Jesus is God too. He and his father “are one” (John 10:30). Jesus described the greatest love of all (John 15:13). “Greater love has no man than this that he lay down his life for his friends” and he says, “You are my friends…” (John 15:14). Jesus gave up his life for his friends, his disciples, who were his friends. We are his disciples and he considers us his friends too. He gave up his life for us. 
If someone dies trying to save me, then that person gave up his/her life for me, so I would live. It is no different with Jesus. He died so we might “have life, and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). How can we have life “more abundantly”? ‘Living’ in the Bible means a state where death has no power over you (John 5:26, 40, 20:31, 1 John 5:12). “Death has lost its sting” (1 Corinthians 15:54-58, Isaiah 25:8, Hosea 13:14). When Jesus died, he freed us from the threat of death. “As in Adam all die, so in Christ, all shall be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). This clear distinguishing line between death and life – real abundant life – is what Christians cross when they declare that Jesus the Christ is their saviour. What Jesus saves us from is death. Because of God’s love for us, Jesus died, so we could live, rather than die.

God is love. Jesus and God share the God nature. They are one and the same God. Jesus too then is love. We partake of this divine nature as followers of Christ. Christ prayed this way, “My prayer is …..that all of them may be one…. just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us… that they may be one as we are one… and that I myself may be in them” (John 17:20-25).

Oneness with Christ/God

This relationship and unity with each other, with our heavenly Father (we are children of God Romans 8:16, Galatians 3:26), and with our elder brother (John 20:17-18, Hebrews 2:11) is not academic: it is a very profound spiritual shift in our very heart and soul – in the essence of who we are. We partake of the “divine nature” which we know now is love – pure, unbridled and in its most profound expression – through the Spirit of Jesus Christ which is given through the symbolic ritual, baptism – and the “laying on of hands” (Acts 2:38).
This outstanding spiritual change in our nature begins from the moment we comprehend Jesus. Jesus was and is perfect and glorious (John 17:5), humbled himself (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 2:14-17), becoming a human. He was of the most excellent character, with no sin (Hebrews 4:15), yet he submitted to an horrific ordeal of abuse (1 Peter 2:19-24, Isaiah 53 whole chapter, especially verse 5) and the most tortuous death (Matthew 27:31) while he was ridiculed and gawped at by the crowds standing by (Luke 23:34-36). This he did for no other reason, but that God (The Father and the son) loved us – you and me – before we were even born. 

Do you realize Jesus was promised before the “foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8)? When Adam and Eve sinned, because the serpent lied, God adjudicated between them. He told the serpent (Satan) that “there will be enmity between (war and conflict) you and the woman’s seed (Jesus). He will crush your head but you will strike his heel,.” (Genesis 3:15). Indeed Satan may have claimed victory in Jesus humiliation, beatings and crucifixion, but Jesus rose from the dead (Acts 10:41). In Jesus’ death and resurrection all humans have victory over death. When we accept Jesus as our saviour, we receive him in our very being, through this Holy Spirit of Jesus, which dwells in each of us (John 17:26), and we are saved. How amazing and wonderful is this God of love!
Jesus, our saviour, has won victory over Satan and over sin and death on our behalf (Luke 10:17-19, Matthew 4, Mark 1) and he holds out abundant, eternal life to us. “There is none other name, under heaven, by which you may be saved” (Acts 4:12). “I am the way, the truth and the life, none can come to the father, except by me” (John 14:6) “In him was the life; and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4). Embrace Jesus. Cling to Jesus and follow Jesus into the Kingdom of heaven. 
Repentance

Knowing this about Jesus, how wonderful he was and is, and how he was willing to suffer and die for us, compels us to repent. We see how we are decomposing in our bodies with each day that passes without him - “we are but dust” – “to dust you shall return” (Genesis 18:27, Genesis 2:7, 3:19). Spiritually the same is true. When sin entered our hearts purity departed and degeneration set in. Even our best estate falls short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Our “goodness” and anything good about us, nevertheless shows our imperfections – “our righteousness is like filthy rags compared to God” (Isaiah 64:6) “there is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). When we come to the glorious light of Jesus, we see ourselves for what we are and exclaim “God have mercy on me, a sinner” (Luke 18:13). We seek forgiveness and a new life in Christ.
Salvation can be explained it this way. Jesus is the light. Sin works in darkness, but when we approach Jesus and God’s throne, through Jesus, sin is exposed by the light. We must shed this sin, to proceed to this glorious saving light – the throne of the very God of heaven (Revelation 21:3, 10, 22-24; 22:5) our Creator. Repent. Be baptized and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). By doing this, you enter the path that leads to life. “I am the way, the truth and the life. None can come to the father, except by me” (John 14:6). Accepting Jesus as saviour, cleanses us from sin (1 John 1:7). It could be argued that if love fulfills the law (Romans 13:10), then every thought, word and action stemming from anything other than love, contravenes the Law (of Love) and must be repented of. 
Light vs. Darkness

When God established the earth, in preparation for humans to be born into it, the first and inaugural act was the introduction of “light”. This light is God’s presence (Compare Genesis 1:1-5, John 1:1-5, 9-10, Revelation 22:3-5) This light - God,  is life, and is expressed completely in Jesus – how he lived, what he said – “the words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life?” (John 6:63), - how he died, and how he was resurrected to live eternally with the father. This light signifies Jesus, and it signifies life – the source of which is God. 

At creation, this light triumphed over darkness, but the darkness continued to engulf the earth – pictured in the day/night cycles. Darkness preceded the light, but light – any light – overcomes the darkness (Matthew 4:16, 1 Corinthians 4:6, 2 Corinthians 4:5, 6:13, 1 Thessalonians 5:5, 1 John 1:5). This symbolises the supremacy of God and goodness (love) over darkness and sin. 

Jesus’ teachings often alluded to this very point (John 8:12, 11:9-10, 12:26, 12:46). John counseled his readers, across every generation to “walk in the light” (1 John 1:7, Revelation 21:24). Light is also synonymous with awakening arise from “sleep” we are warned (Ephesians 5:14). The earth had been asleep, dead in fact, and God breathed life into it, in the same way, he breathed life into humans who were created out of it. Life came from God, the source of light, the source of life. 

When we read a novel, sometimes we are tempted to go to the final chapters to find out what happens. We can find out what will happen through what Jesus reveals. Turn to Revelation chapters 21 and 22. You will see, that the darkness, present with humans since the beginning of time, will be completely overcome by the light (Revelation 21:22-22:5). Notice this most profound complementary effect – there will be no more tears, no more pain, even no more death (Revelation 21:4), “they will not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain” (Isaiah 11:9). 
How passionate is our God about this love, which radiates from his centre! He will remove all hurt and all memory of pain. The removal of sin coalesces with the complete bathing of the earth in light. Darkness is completely overcome. There is no more death. This is holiness, where sin and death and all evil and “darkness” are excluded from this joyous utopia. 
As Christians we are invited to this light – an early influx into the Kingdom of Heaven, as the “first fruits”. Such terminology implies a later greater harvest (Romans 8:23, James 1:18, Revelation 14:4), but we are the firstfruits of the Kingdom of God. After the Passover in Egypt when God had saved Israel’s firstborn, all the firstborn were dedicated to God. Jesus is the firstborn of many brethren, harking back to that saving Passover night, but the church is also like a first influx into the Kingdom, following Jesus. What an amazing and privileged calling Christians have! Glorify God in the Highest for his plan, his vision, his love and power to fulfill his word. “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3). 

“Darkness” in the Bible

Briefly lets see what the Bible reveals about the rage of evil. Many passages refer to the “great and terrible day of the Lord” (Joel 1:15, 2:1, 11, 28-31). This is the time immediately preceding Jesus return (Joel 3:9-16, Zechariah 14:1-9, Revelation 19:11-19). It is a time when the “dragon” fumes against all who stand up for Jesus (Daniel 7:21, Revelation 12:13-17,13:7). It is a time when the nations rage (Isaiah 17:12-13) against God’s inevitable and imminent intervention “the kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and his Christ” (Revelation 11:15). 
This is a time when there is no “day” (Zechariah 14:6, Matthew 24:29, Mark 13:24). You will recall when Jesus died, that the darkness prevailed at that time (Matthew 27:45). This symbolized Satan’s rage and his temporary victory. Thankfully, it was impossible for the grave to contain the Holy one of God (Acts 2:24) and the darkness was only temporary. 
However, when the earth remains without light, it will indeed be a day of “darkness and gloom” (Joel 2:2, Zephania 1:15). It is the peak of Satan’s outrage, when the earth is poised at the brink of utter destruction (Revelations 12:16-17) and complete human annihilation (Matthew 24:22). God’s immediate help is imperative, but Satan and his human servants – portrayed by evil governments, heads of state and false religious leaders will not submit to our Creator when he comes to save us and the earth (Revelation 17 and 18, 19:17-20). 
This darkness appears as though the earth is hurtling once again to the pre-dawn of Genesis 1:1, when “darkness” covered the face of the deep”. God will not let that happen again! It is possible that the church of God will, at this same time reach its pinnacle of excellence and power against evil and the dragon will seek wholeheartedly to destroy her, for she exemplifies completely the God she worships (Revelation 19:7-8). 
Ultimately, as we have seen previously the whole earth will be bathed in light (God’s goodness and his presence) and we Christians, are invited to be embraced by this light of God, now, as a foretaste of things to come. The whole earth, we are told will “be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9). Let us encourage each other to be prepared for that day (Hebrews 3:13).
The Law of Love

Considering that this “light” is synonymous with God, who is love; and knowing we are to “walk in the light”, how ought we, as Christians respond?

You will recall that the Israelites were the first “nation” to enter an intimate relationship with God. The substance of this agreement, which established Israel as separate and “holy” (Exodus 19:6, Leviticus 10:10-11), was that they would cling to God, in worship of him alone and keep his holy law – which is outlined in the 10 commandments (Romans 7:12, Exodus 20, Exodus 34:28, Deuteronomy 5). 

Jesus saw that the principles underlying this holy ‘code of conduct’ were summarized in two overarching tenets – “To love God with all your heart and mind and soul” and “To love your neighbour as yourself” (Deuteronomy 6:5, Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 22:35-40). It is no mistake that the command is “to love” both God and fellow man. 

Israel, unfortunately, was captive to rules and regulations, which although a holy law of life, contrarily ended in death for them (Romans 7:10-13). We Christians are subject to the Spirit of God, and to a higher expression and intent of the law – not bound by letters in stone, but by changes in our hearts (Hebrews 8:10). This code we live by is love, which sums up all the law and the prophets (Acts 24:14) i.e. the whole of the Old Testament writings. 

There are many biblical passages guiding us in this way of love, but there are few as well known or as compelling as the “love chapter” 1 Corinthians 13. Paul, who is correcting some distorted attitudes emerging in this congregation, tells them that love is paramount to Christians (1 Corinthians 13:13-14:1) and that any other gift or talent is meaningless unless love is at the root of its expression (Verse 1-3). 
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil, but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails” (Verses 4-8). By reading this whole chapter you will come to know God better. Try replace the word love with the word God. 
Consider God as love and consider the implications of this God and this kind of love in our relationship with him (Psalm 32:10). God is patient, God is kind. God does not envy….. God does not boast nor is proud. He is not rude, nor self-seeking, nor is he easily angered and he keeps no record of wrongs. He does not delight in evil, but rejoices with the truth. He always protects, always trusts, always hopes and always perseveres. God never fails. There is no commandment which trumps the command to love (Galations 5:13-14, 22-23). 

Jesus gave his disciples a “new” command, which however was “old” (1 John 2:7-11). “Love one another” (John 13:34) “as I have loved you, so you must love one another” (John 15:12,17, Romans 13:8). You will recall from previous lessons that this is the one feature that sets Jesus’ disciples apart (John 13:35). Love. God is love and God’s spirit resides in us. So love – this kind, good, merciful quality surges in us and pervades every interaction and relationship we enter. God is love and we are his children (Romans 8:16), the children of “love”. Therefore, it is easy to understand that love itself is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10, Galatians 5:6) and that the practice of the way of love, produces positive interplay between the individuals and their God and between Christians and other Christians and between and among and within Christian fellowship circles. The fruit of the Spirit – what love produces – is love. Yes love produces love (Galatians 5:22). It also produces “joy, peace, longsuffering, patience, kindness and faith” (Verse22-23) “against such there is no law” . We are to “keep in step with the Spirit” (Verse 25). 
Try 1 Corinthians Chapter 13 again. This time replace the word love with “I”. ‘I am patient. I am kind. I do not envy. I do not boast, nor am I proud. I am not rude, nor self-seeking, nor am I easily angered. I keep no record of wrongs. I do not delight in evil, but I rejoice with the truth. I always protect, always trust, always hope, always persevere. I will never fail’. How well are you personally doing in this one measure of love?

By allowing love to be your guiding light you will reap eternal life, abundant peace (John 14:26-27), faith and confidence (2 Corinthians 3:3-5 Ephesians 3:12, Hebrews 4:16, 10:35, 1 John 4:17, 5:14) settled joyous relationships and victory over darkness (sin). Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10, 20:31). When we are instructed to “quench not the Spirit”, is this what was meant – to respond to the law of love, and life? (1 Thessalonians 5:4-11, 19-23).
Sheep vs Goats

There will come a time, when all who profess to be Christian will be under scrutiny by Jesus. The parable of the sheep and the goats demonstrates this measure by which even Christians can be judged – for it is possible that even those who profess Jesus may still be missing the point. This passage is about the practice of love. Love is not theoretical. Love is borne out by “good works”, by kindness, generosity, compassion, grace and mercy. Jesus says “as much as you have done this (or not) for these.. my brethren, you have done this for me” (Matthew 25:31-46). Sadly, some will be doing amazing things in Jesus’ name, such as preaching, healing, teaching, etc (Matthew 7:21-23), but if they have no care for their fellow man, and no true love for the brotherhood of Christ, then they will be cast off and their fate is final (Matthew 25:46). 

The life Jesus calls us to not only requires purity (repentance and casting off of sin), but active expressions of love and care. We are the children of the living God, who is love. Paul describes it this way, “Let him that stole, steal no more, but let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth” (Ephesians 4:28). One must replace in this vessel, our bodies, the spirit of sin, with a spirit of love. This love is fuelled by the Holy Spirit of God. 

Moreover, we spread hope and comfort (as well as sharing our physical blessings). Pure religion and undefiled is this, to “visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction” (James 1:27), comfort the sick, provide for the needy, look after people in their hour of need (Matthew 25:41-43). 
The parable of the sheep and goats implies that when what we do, as Christ’s disciples, is firmly grounded in love, that our names will be written in the Lamb’s Book of life (Review Matthew 25:31-46 and Revelation 20:11-15, 21:27, 22:14).

A Life of Service

This love is an absolute way of life. When we are led completely by this spirit of love, we will be fulfilling the key principles behind the laws of God – “Love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:10, Galatians 5:14). Deep below the surface expression of charity, borne out in kindness and “good works” (Ephesians 2:10) is an attitude of complete submission to God. Complete reverence and complete submission to God stems from a “humble and contrite heart” (Psalm 51:17, Isaiah 57:15, 66:2). There is a way of expressing this humility in our interactions with one another. That is, by “esteeming one another as better than ourselves” (Philippians 2:3). Jesus personified this absence of pride, this core humility (Verse 5-8) and he taught us to emulate himself in this. 

John 13 describes how Jesus demonstrated an attitude of humility and service, through a ritual still practiced in some Christian denominations today. Jesus discarded his outer clothing and strung a towel around his waist. He proceeded to wash his disciples’ feet (Verse 2-5). 
This was the role of a lowly servant, one who would wash the dust off the guests feet on their arrival. At a social gathering, this servant or slave would hardly be acknowledged or noticed despite the service he was offering. It was a very lowly task indeed. Peter objected “You will never wash my feet” he told Jesus. But Jesus persisted. “If I do not wash you, you have no part in me”. Peter recoiled and exclaimed “Then wash all of me”. To this Jesus replied “He who is clean need not to wash except his feet only” (Verse 7-10). 
This scenario holds many layers of meaning and teaching for the Christian. However, for the purpose of this discussion, the key instruction lies in Jesus final words on the matter. If Jesus, our Lord and master, our mentor and the son of God, is prepared to adopt the role of servant and “wash our feet”, then we too should serve one another in a similar fashion. “Happy are you, if you do this” (Verse 17 – King James Version). 
When we serve one another, in the small and insignificant, or the great sacrifices of love, we take on the mantle of Jesus. We are all responsible toward one another to serve (care for each other) and to support one another to continue in this pure life of love by symbolically “washing each other’s feet” and in this way we both serve Jesus and emulate Jesus. Love finds its ultimate expression through deep humility and the attitude of the lowly servant. Through genuine love, expresses in care for one another, we are helpers in each other’s salvation! This is very humbling and sobering. The foot-washing service demonstrates this very point.
Submit to one Another, as unto the Lord

Humility is not a debasement or belittling of ourselves. We are human, created in God’s image and we are the “children of God”, but we ought not think “highly of ourselves”, but in “lowliness of mind, esteem each other as better than ourselves”. Vanity and pride interfere with the spirit of love and service. Hence humility clears the way for acts of service and care. “Submit to one another”, says Paul (Ephesians 5:21).

There are multitudes of ways we fulfill the law of love and many instructions in both Old and New Testaments, as well as countless ways God expresses his love for us. 

What is outlined in this lesson is the framework for that life of love. It is the basic Christian teaching “to love”, developed through the understanding of God. Jesus’ sacrifice is the ultimate expression of love. When you enter the church of God, you submit to and embrace the way of life, centered entirely in love and service, which is inspired by the Spirit of God in us, and exemplified by kindness, charity, joy and peace -“the peace of God, which transcends all understanding” (Philippians4:7).

Sometimes we may disagree, but when love breaks down, we can humble ourselves and look intently at our motives, words and actions and seek restoration through forgiveness, a change of attitude and an active intent to love, despite the tension or disappointment we have experienced. It is our responsibility to ensure our own attitude in harmony with our God of love, not to judge the brethren.
Walking in the light means aligning ourselves with God, in our thoughts, in our words and in our actions. God is love, and we are to love, like there is not tomorrow, for if it was not for love, perhaps there would be no tomorrows for humankind (Matthew 24:22). For this is eternal life: to know God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent (John 17:3). Knowing God as love is a great start, living a life of love, will send you on your journey. You will come to know him through acts of service in his name. 
“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love, lives in God, and God in him” (1 John 4:16).
