What Does the Bible say about Jesus – Toward Conversion?
Please print off this lesson, read up the scriptures and complete the exercises, this will consolidate your learning. 

· Sacrifice and Love 

If you loved someone, what would you be willing to sacrifice for them? Your house? Your fortune? Your own life? The life of your son or daughter? At the beginning of creation, when sin entered the world, and death, through sin, God promised the Saviour would come from the Woman’s offspring and that the enemy would be defeated (Genesis 3:14-15). 
God created man and woman to live, breathing life into them, not death. However, it is the unfortunate reality that we die. Humans die. Death is the loss of life. Created to live, yet we die. What a paradox!!! How did that happen? 
God gave humans a choice. “You may eat of the fruit of the trees of the Garden”, He told Adam and Eve, even of the fruit of the Tree of Life, “but you must not eat of the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil”. If they ate of that tree, they would die. Genesis 2:16-17). The enemy, who we know as Satan, (Revelation 20:2) wasted no time in setting about to compromise this couple (and he tried again many years later with Jesus), enticing them with lies. He deceived them to believe the fruit was good for food and would make them wise. Our first parents, Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit, and in so doing, precipitated the fate of us all. They died and so will we.  

Thus, God’s plan for life appeared to be thwarted. However, God did not create us to die. He planned a worthy substitute who would die in our stead. Notice these verses. “The soul who sins … will die” (Ezekiel 18:4; 1 John 3:5). We all sin and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). However, our hope is in Jesus (verse 24-26). “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus the Christ.” (Romans 6:23) Believing in Jesus as our Saviour is the secret - the key to life. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him, should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). When Adam and Eve disobeyed God - sinned, they were barred from reaching out to the Tree of Life, but in Jesus this is what we are offered. Jesus allowed Himself to be led to slaughter (like Old Testament sacrificial beasts). He and the Father, our God and Father, were in total harmony that Jesus would die to take our sins away as His own burden. Thus, the Father allowed Him to be crucified. Isaiah 53 the whole chapter is a clear and direct prophecy about Christ – His innocence and His willingness to suffer so we would live. How gracious and merciful is our wonderful Heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus, our Saviour. 

In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· The Name of Jesus
Jesus, our Saviour’s most recognized name, is a Greek derivation of the Hebrew name Joshua or Yashua, which means “God saves”. Christ is a descriptive word denoting an official title. Christ is the Greek word for Messiah (see your Bible notes on Mark 8:9), which refers to the promised, “anointed one”. Jesus is and was the promised Saviour of the World, anointed to be High Priest and King – a Kingdom which will extend to the whole world (Daniel 7:13-14). Peter said, in Acts, “….there is no other name under Heaven….. by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Son of Man

Jesus was born of a woman, albeit by miraculous conception – a miracle of the Holy Spirit. She was an upright woman, a virgin, betrothed to Joseph. On finding that Mary was pregnant, Joseph was reassured of her fidelity and committed to continue with his promise to his fiancée. He was given a word from God in a dream, confirming that the child was from God (Luke 1:26-38; Matthew1:18-25). Jesus was born into the tribe of Judah of the nation Israel. He was a descendent of King David, Israel’s most famous king (Luke 3:20-38; Matthew 1:1-17). Please note the two diverse genealogies in Matthew compared to Luke are from Mary, Jesus mother and Joseph, Jesus “father” who reared him. Both were descended from David the King. Jesus was born human – growing from a babe in the manger to a youth to maturity; his destiny was far in excess of this humble beginning. Jesus is the “Son of Man” (John 8:27, 12:23-36), but Revelation 1:13-18 reveals Jesus in his Glorified state, no longer a vulnerable human, but an awesome heavenly being. He has the power over death and draws all men to Him to be saved. 

In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Son of God

Jesus is/was the “Son of the Most High” (Luke 1:29-35). God confirmed this fact. Speaking from Heaven, He said “You are my Son, whom I love – with you I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:9-11). Jesus was the fleshly living image of His Father (John 14:8-14) and He carried out completely the express will of His Father and instructed us to do the same. (John 14:23-24; John 6:68-69, 11:25-27, 7:29-34) The miracles Jesus did, confirmed Him to be the Son of God. (John 1:29-34) John the Baptist introduced Jesus as the Son of God (Matthew 26:62). Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. 
In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Overcomer -Jesus was Without Sin
The enemy was greatly interested in this Son of God, the Holy One, and the promised Messiah and sought to tempt Him, as he had Adam and Eve. At this point, Jesus was ready to embark on His ministry – His life’s work and His destiny – to die so we may live. Satan sought to compromise Jesus’ integrity and the most famous spiritual battle for Jesus’ allegiance began. The enemy appealed to vanity, to human frailty and to desire for power, but Jesus’ allegiance remained entrenched with His Father, our God. Jesus is the only human worthy to be – “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Luke 4:1-13) – the lamb who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29-35; Revelations 5:1-14, especially vs 6 and 12; Revelations 14:1). Jesus triumphed over the enemy. 
In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Jesus the Lamb

Did you ever notice how, after they sinned and realized they were naked, Adam and Eve became ashamed, but God clothed them in skins? The practice of substitution sacrifices began here. God deferred sentencing on the couple. A life was sacrificed for their sin. Although animal, it substituted for their death, but more importantly, pointed to Christ, the future Saviour. 
With animal sacrifices in the Old Testament, all beasts were selected without spot or blemish. This pointed forward to Jesus who was perfect in all His ways. No fault or blemish was found in Him. Pilate declared “I find no sin in Him.” (John 18:33-39, 19:1-6). Jesus was “this innocent man” (Matthew 27:19). Jesus was an innocent substitute sacrifice, who died in our stead, so we might live. In Revelation Chapter 5, we see that Jesus, as a lamb slain, was the only one worthy to represent God in opening the seals of the scrolls which held the outpouring of God’s judgment on a corrupted earth and its inhabitants. John said “Behold, the Lamb of God (John 1:36), who takes away the sins of the world (v29). 
This innocent Lamb, like every animal sacrifice of the Old Testament was led to slaughter and His life paid as a substitute or ransom, redeeming us from sin and death. “There is only one name” in all the earth “by which men can be saved” (Acts 4:12, John 14:6). This Lamb was crucified while crowds stood by and watched (Luke 23:35, 39, Mark 16:40-41).

In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Example

Jesus is the “light of the world” he lights the path to life (John 8:12, 12:44-47, 13:15). We are to emulate Christ (1 Peter 2:20-25), both in doing well and in enduring suffering as His disciples. Jesus healed the sick, He cast out demons, He was able to turn water into wine, He raised the dead and He fed multitudes on a mere handful of food, with plenty to spare. He lived a sinless life. He preached the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.  Jesus told His disciples “these things you will do and greater than these” (………). We are to follow Him, to teach others about Him and to make disciples for Jesus in every nation of the earth. (Matthew 28:18-20).
Jesus also freed our minds from obsession with the law, to a plane of thought where sin is quenched before the impulse takes a foothold. Sin is germinated in thought. The Holy Spirit which is imparted to Jesus disciples, recognizes this and addresses it before a sin is enacted. To be Holy like Jesus is developed in us through how we think. We emulate Jesus both in our actions and also in our attitudes of mind. Jesus taught us how to worship Him in Spirit and in truth. 

In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Teacher

Martha, like the other disciples referred to Jesus as the Teacher. “The teacher is here”, she told her sister. (John 11:28, Matthew 26:18). Jesus acknowledged that this was His role (John 13:13). He taught people how to live (Matthew chapters 5 through 7). He taught about the Kingdom of God (Mark 1:14-15). He taught about the cataclysmic events which will herald His return to earth (Matthew 24 and Luke 21). He taught people about the Holy Spirit which He would send to comfort and guide them after He returned to the Father in Heaven (John 16:8-16). Jesus also taught about the Father, (Matthew 11:25-27; Luke 10:22-24) He revealed hidden mysteries of God (John 1:18). He taught us how to love and how to be Holy in mind and deed.
In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Miracles and more

Jesus used miracles to demonstrate God’s love, mercy and goodness and gained a huge following. He drew crowds after Himself who witnessed in Him, God’s greatness. He fed these crowds with only a couple of fish and a few loaves of bread, afterwards collecting up basketsful of uneaten leftovers (Matthew 14:13-20). Jesus healed the sick as part of His ministry, as He preached the good news of the gospel of the Kingdom, and people sought Him out from the surrounding regions (Matthew 4:23-25, 8:1-3). He even healed from remote locations (Matthew 8:5-13). He cast out demons (Matthew 8:16-17). He walked on water as though it was dry land (Matthew 14:25-33) and calmed stormy seas with just a word (Matthew 8:23-27). 
Jesus even had authority to forgive sins (Matthew 9:1-8) and to raise the dead (Matthew 9:18-26, John 11:1-44). God, His Father, upheld Jesus as His Son and as the Messiah through these amazing signs and wonders – too wonderful for humans to conceive of, let alone do! 
In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Death, Burial and Resurrection
The passage in Isaiah Chapter 53 declared that the Saviour who “carried the iniquities of us all” would live again. “After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied.” (Isaiah 53:11) Jesus was without sin (Matthew 27:4, 19) but was led to death by an angry mob. Read all Matthew Chapter 26 to the end of Chapter 27 and Mark Chapters 14 and 15, as well as Luke 22:39-Chapter 23 (whole Chapter). Just as Isaiah prophesied, Jesus was resurrected after 3 nights and 3 days in the grave (1 Corinthians 15:34).
In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Witnesses of Everything

Jesus died and was buried (1 Corinthians 15:3-8) with many standing by - witness to His death and burial. Interestingly He was resurrected and again many, many people saw Him, spoke with Him, touched Him, ate food with Him and bore witness to this most remarkable occurrence. Never before, nor ever since has one died and been resurrected to glory. Jesus was raised from the dead, not in secret, but with many who had been His disciples proclaiming this wondrous event. No other religion offers a hope of life, backed up by evidence such as this. No other religion demonstrates so clearly God’s love for humans, made in His image. He sent His son to die, in our stead. His Son now lives in Glory with the Father and we also will be resurrected to be with Him in glory. 

In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· High Priest

Hebrews Chapter 1 talks about Jesus role as he awaits us in Heaven. He is a priest of the “order of Melchizedek” – appointed, not according to race or blood or birth. What does a priest do? What does a “high priest” do? What does it mean to say our calling is to be kings and priests to our God and a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:5-9, Revelation 5:9-10)? As children of God and brothers and sisters of Christ, we are Holy and royal, to be born into this divine and royal family of Heaven sharing in glory with Jesus, who will always reign supreme in our hearts. 
The word “priest” in Hebrew is Kohen – one officiating, such as a chief ruler, priest, prince or principle officer. The role of priest in Old Testament times was to perform sacrificial and other sacraments, to bless the people, to distinguish between what is Holy and what is common (Leviticus Chapters 9 and 10). To be high priest required anointed ordination to assume the post and it was a responsibility passed on by birth through the lineage of Aaron, Moses’ brother. The Levitical Priests conducted the service of the Tabernacle and later in the Temple. They were to uphold the Holy Covenant (between God and Israel) and instruct people in the law and to turn people from sin (Malachi 2:5-7, Hebrews 5:1-4).

In the New Testament times the Levitical priesthood continued in this role of service for the Jews of Jesus time, in the temple, with the High Priest having a “term of office”, so to speak. Notes in the New International Version show how in Jesus time this office was purchased by a wealthy family. This indicates corruption of the most holy profession in the Jewish religion, at that time. 
Now, we see Jesus in an even higher role, in Heaven as our High Priest, the Levitical priesthood being superseded by this new order of Priest, one as dignified as Melchizedek, to whom Abraham gave tithes. Jesus, as High Priest is the Mediator of a far better covenant, which has been sealed by the shedding of his own blood to cover all sin, once for all. Jesus is our High Priest in Heaven, who alone can act as mediary to God on our behalf. The Old Covenant was a covenant of death for it defined sin, the penalty of which is death.

The Covenant over which Jesus is High Priest, overrides the Covenant of death for Jesus makes the complete removal of sin possible and thus, converts our very hearts to be like Him, our Saviour, pure and righteous. Therefore our “robes” are washed in His blood, (Revelation 7:13-17). and now we are adorned in white linen which is the “righteousness of the saints” (Revelations 19:8) On Jesus return to earth as King of kings and Lord of Lords, we too adopt the role of priest, in fact a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:5-9, Revelation 5:9-10, 20:4-6. is what we are known as and the church of saints, believers in and followers of Christ and we will reign with Him for the thousand years of peace, spoken of in Revelations (Ch 20:1-7) - even for ever (Revelation 22:5).  What a high calling we have indeed!
In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Saviour and Redeemer

Jesus is the representation of all that is good in this world. Throughout the Bible there is constant contrast between light and dark. When God said “Let there be light”, He shone His goodness into the dark. His presence was marked by light. This theme is further borne out in various scriptures about Jesus- that He is the light of the World - and again in the final chapters of the Bible. 
1 Corinthians 15:20 Jesus is the only one who has been resurrected to glory. He came to redeem us from the evil in the world. He came to redeem us from death. “As in Adam, all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive.” Jesus undoes the destruction the enemy wrought in the Garden with our first parents. He is the Firstfruits of many (1 Corinthians 15:20). He makes it possible for us to live, despite the mistake our first parents made. He also makes it possible for each of us on an individual level to overcome sin, which so easily besets us (Hebrews 12:1) Jesus is the “way, the truth and the life”. Jesus said “ none can come to the Father except by me” (John 14:6).
In Revelations 22:5 we see the New Jerusalem which does not require lighting not by any form other than the mere presence of God. The endless cycle of night and day reminds us of the struggle mankind has always had. Our choices between righteousness and evil are constant until this final episode when evil is totally overcome. No longer will there be day and night. No longer will we need the sun to light our path. No longer will we fight in this great spiritual battle for we will be saved and all the earth will be safe. It is Jesus who lights our way back to the Father. 
In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Jesus from beginning to end

There are two powerful passages in the Bible which introduce the origins of human life. Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning…” parallels John 1:1 “In the beginning….” Genesis provides an account of what is known as creation week, but John talks a little more about the powers behind the foundation of the world, as we know it. John shows that Jesus Himself, was from the beginning Divine, as “the Word”, and in Him was life which was the “light of men”. Back to Genesis, God said (spoke using the power of His Word) “Let there be Light”. This was the primary need for creation to occur. The light which gave us life, is Christ (John 14:44-45). To confirm this John says Jesus the Word, was with God and was God (John 1:1-2) and was the one through whom God created (John 1:3). Jesus is the light of humankind (John 12:35-36). 
In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Jesus is God

From these passages in John and in Genesis we confirm Jesus as Divine, as a participant in creation and as the giver of light and life to mankind, as the living and powerful Word of God. Jesus says of Himself, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the beginning and the end. (Revelations 22:12-13). In this book of Revelations where the culmination of human struggles is mapped out, Jesus is declared to be the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end of all creation. He is the “One” who is and who was and who is to come. This is why Jesus is the Lamb slain from the Foundation of the World. It is impossible for our human mind to conceive of God fully, or to grasp how it is that Jesus is God and the Father is God and that there is only one God. Jesus said “I and my Father are one”. The reason we find it so difficult is because we ourselves are human, physical and finite and we judge the world by what we ourselves experience within the physical finite boundaries inherent within it, the laws of nature and physics. But God is outside of time and space, not bound by its laws.

Paul says we see through a glass darkly (1 Corinthians 13:12) but when we are glorified with Him, we will see Him clearly as He is, for we will be like Him. When God created us to live, it was not in this limited human form that His intention rested, He intends to create us truly in His image as His sons and daughters, abiding in glory with Himself and Jesus. This is awesome and this is the essence of the Gospel message – how Christ has made this possible. 
The Kingdom of God is God’s reign on earth, administered by Christ and it is coming. For Christians we are a part and parcel of Christ’s glorious reign and our dwelling is with Him forever (Ephesians 2:4-10; John 14:23; John 14:20-21). This is eternity in glory. This is our purpose and destiny. This is why God so loved us that He allowed Jesus to die, so we may live and why Jesus submitted to death so we might have life and have it more abundantly. No trial or trouble can compare to the glory awaiting the children of God. 

In your words explain what is revealed to you from these scriptures about Jesus. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Conclusion
Jesus the Christ, the promised Messiah is the greatest hero. He died, not for the noble or great, not for the righteous and pure, but for sinners. He did not save one person, or a town or a city, not even a nation, but people from every nation and language across the earth and across the generations. He lived a pure and sinless life, only to be led to death and numbered among the wicked. He did this out of love, so you and I may live. It is up to us to respond to this truth, repent, accept Him as our saviour and follow Him to the end of our natural days. Then the resurrection to glory will await us, and we will join Jesus and the Father in eternity. 
