What Does the Bible say about the 1,000 year Reign of the King of Kings?
When one becomes familiar with the themes held within the early chapters of Genesis, and when one understands man’s potential and our unfortunate dilemma brought about by our first parents’ sin, one soon realizes a solution must be sought. Indeed the solution was promised in the garden. The Serpent, who beguiled Eve and brought humanity low, will be completely subdued (Genesis 3:15). Looking into the final book of the Bible, particularly The Revelations of Jesus Christ, given to John in visions, we realize the human story will come full circle and culminate in the most dramatic and climactic outcomes one could ever imagine. All problems arising in the beginning must be resolved.

This lesson will attempt to pull some things from Genesis and link them to the outcomes in Revelation while picking up some gems of truth and observations along the way. The core theme will be the “rest” which is found in the Lord (Matthew 11:28-29, Isaiah 11:10, Isaiah 28:12, Isaiah 37:7, Isaiah 95:11) and which is pictured in the Sabbath commandment (Exodus 20:8-11), and the “rest” we find in Jesus, who is “Lord of the Sabbath” (Matthew 12:8, Mark 2:23-28). The Millennial 1,000 year “rest” promised for the whole earth is the subject of this lesson and it is tied in with the Sabbath “rest” and the seven year “rest” of the land (an ordinance given to Israel). It is also portrayed in the “Jubilee year” calculated on seven multiples of seven years. Realise the Bible has consistent patterns and themes and the Millennium bears out these themes of “rest” in a compelling way.
The Kingdom of God is likened to…..
Most Christians know of Jesus promise to return to earth. The disciples understood this aspect of Christ’s gospel of the Kingdom of God. Gospel means good news. The good news Jesus preached was this, “The Kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the Good News!” (Mark 1:14). Jesus preached to multitudes, but in fact only a handful would be able to comprehend the truths about the Kingdom of God. Despite teaching and feeding thousands, only 120 people gathered in that upper room on the morning of Pentecost, after Christ’s ascension, and only 120 were blessed with that initial outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Acts1:15, 2:1).
Consider how Jesus taught his disciples Christian principles and how many of Jesus’ statements began with this introduction, “The Kingdom of God is like….” (Matthew 13:24, 31, 44, 47). His core message was about the Kingdom. (Mark 4:26). Through parables (stories which demonstrated key principles) Jesus compares the gospel message to a seed (Mark Chapter 4), which must fall in good soil to thrive. By this he showed that many might receive the gospel message, but often, for one reason or another, they will not hearken, nor persist to the Kingdom. He describes the power of the Gospel’s influence as a mustard seed which grows from a very tiny seed into a mighty bush (Verse 30-32). He describes those who may enter the Kingdom as diligent and obedient servants (Mark 12:1-11, Luke 12:35-48. Luke 19:11-26). He speaks of the endurance and single-mindedness required of the saints in the parable of the 10 virgins (Matthew 25:1-13). Jesus even uses a parable to demonstrate how some people may appear to be Christians, (but are not) in the parable of the tares (Matthew 13:24-30).
Why did Jesus speak in riddles or parables? Why not speak plainly? Jesus usually had to explain the connection of the story in the parable, to the Kingdom, for his disciples (Matthew 13:18-23) because he said, “the secret of the Kingdom of Heaven has been given to you, but not to them.” Jesus’ disciples will understand about the Kingdom, but not everyone will (Matthew 13:10-17). They are secret. 

In some parables, Jesus pictures Himself as a King and Landowner, who went to a faraway country (heaven) and on his return, blessed and rewarded His faithful servants, but cast out wicked and unfaithful servants (Luke 19:11-27, Matthew 25:31-46).

The disciples connected the dots, so to speak, and enquired of Jesus when he would return and what “signs” they should look for. (Matthew Chapter 24 and Luke Chapter 21). Read through these startling chapters and notice how they closely link to Revelations Chapters 6-12. Notice Revelation 12:10. All these events precede the coming of Jesus as King of kings and Lord of lords to establish the Kingdom of God on earth (Revelation 19:11-16). You see, Jesus will return with great power, saving the world from self-destruction (Matthew 24:22) and total human annihilation. Jesus return is heralded by this astounding proclamation, “The kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.” (Revelation11:15-19). This Jesus is no lamb now, but a mighty King who literally will overthrow the political and religious powers who dominate the earth. He will overcome humanity’s mortal enemy, Satan (Revelation 12:13-17:21, Revelation 20:13). 
Humanity will not necessarily welcome our Saviour. There will be great resistance to his coming (Zechariah 14:1-9, Revelation 16:16). Two occurrences coincide at Jesus return. Satan is restrained for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:1-3) and Jesus and the saints reign over the earth for this entire period (Revelation 20:4-6). The Kingdom, we saw is to be established forever (Revelation 11:15), but these two circumstances span 1,000 years, the Millennium. But let’s go back to where it all began. 
· The Beginning – Genesis
Read Genesis Chapters 1-3. These chapters describe the “creation”. It would appear the heavens and earth existed prior to this “creation” for the earth became void (Please see footnotes in your own bible - “was void” may also be translated into “became” void. Void means ‘empty’.) and without form. The earth was a dark wasteland covered by water. This was the raw material God was using to establish an environment for humans (created to be like Him) to live in. 

The first element introduced into this dark wasteland was “light”. You will recognize this “light” is God’s presence (Revelation 22:5). Read John 1:1-18. From these verses it is plainly shown that Jesus, who is “one” with God, was instrumental in the creation, right from the first act. This “light” was not sun, or moon or stars, which belatedly arrived on the 4th day of creation week (Genesis 1:14-19). This light is God. 
God spent 6 days preparing for Humans to be able to live on the earth. Notice God made fish of the sea, plants on the land and all kinds of living creatures, “after its kind” (Genesis 1:21, 24), but mankind was different. Humans were made in the likeness of God (verses 26-28). Why did God give humans this honour, to resemble him in some way? Did he mean we “look” like him or is there something in our character that makes us like him?

If we examine cats, any cat, it is unmistakably feline, and dogs, canine in physical features and behaviours. Horses are equine and cattle, bovine, etc, but humans are like God. God is ‘divine’. This points to our marvelous destiny as Children of God (1 Thessalonians 5:5, Romans 8:16-21). 
God has ultimate authority over the whole universe, but he delegated to mankind limited authority over the earth, instructing them to “subdue it” and “rule over” it (Genesis 1:26-31). We are created to be like God, taking responsibility and authority over the earth, to manage it and all that it produces and sustains – all nature, all creatures and all its raw potential.

Sabbath
After creating mankind, was God finished? In some ways, yes, he was, but for humans this was a beginning of our lives, and our spiritual development. God embarked on this part of his project with a ‘day of rest’, a Sabbath.

Now the Bible says God “rested from the work that he had done” (Genesis 2:2-3). God is divine and immortal, did he need to rest? Probably not, but he finished his work and rested. By doing this he blessed the 7th day, establishing it as Holy time. When something is designated Holy, it means it is sanctified for God, and may have his presence within it, such as a priest is sanctified to work in the temple. The Sabbath was set up for God’s purpose in so much as it was created for man and man’s benefit. Jesus made it clear that the Sabbath was made for humans (Mark 2:27) and that he, Jesus – there from the creation- the light of the world – is “Lord of the Sabbath” (Matthew 12:8). In observing the Sabbath, humans have dedicated time to worship our one true Creator God. By dedicating this Sabbath time to our relationship with God, God established this time and opportunity to be our first priority in life - seeking communion and intimacy with him. He made it clear by “resting” that he was available to us. In this same way parents may take leave during school holidays to spend time with their kids, making themselves available and accessible in order to stay close and intimate with them, to reassure them of their value and the love they have for them. 
The Sabbath was made for mankind. It is for our benefit – to develop our spiritual nature. We are made in God’s image and our potential is to be children of God (Romans 8:16). Therefore it is paramount that our life and walk with God, takes first priority in our hearts and lives. It is no coincidence that the first day Adam and Eve were in existence, was spent in communion with, and worship of God, who created them. 

The Sabbath Rest

The Sabbath is the 7th day of the week (Genesis 2:2-3, Exodus 20:8-11), so after 6 days of work, we are to rest (Verse 10). Resting frees up our time and lets us take advantage of this holy time and space. The Sabbath is a “rest” ordained by God. 
In ancient times, as Israel escaped Egypt and marched toward the ‘promised land’, they looked forward to their “rest” (Exodus 33:14, Joshua 1:13). The ‘promised land’ then is also a type of “rest”. Now some were disqualified because of their hardness of heart, lack of faith, and sin, and these died in the wilderness before entering this “rest”. (Hebrews 3:7-19, 4:1-5, Psalm 95:7-11, Deuteronomy 1:32-34). The Sabbath and the ‘promised land’, are pointers to Christ who gives us rest (Matthew 11:28-29).
God says he who enters His “rest” has ceased from his own works (Hebrews 4:9-11). That is we change what we do, and how we behave to become like Christ. We must strive to enter that “rest” (Verse 11). 
Just as a man ceases work on the Sabbath, so man’s governance over man ceases as the Millennium is heralded in. There is “an age of man”, so to speak, and then there is the Millennium of God, with Jesus as King and the saints ruling under Him. “The kingdom of men has become the Kingdom of God” (Revelation 11:15). Like the Sabbath, it is a “rest” for the whole world, under God’s, loving care. 
Utopia Compromised

Back in the Garden, humans were spiritually compromised because they did not obey God, but heeded Satan. They ate of the forbidden tree at Satan’s bidding. Jesus identified Satan as a “liar” and a “murderer” from the beginning (John 8:44) because through deception and lies he deceived the couple into believing they would not die, but the “sentence” for sin is death. They ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and they died, just as God had predicted. By doing this, humanity established civilization on a foundation of both good and evil. Because of Satan, sin and death entered the world. 

Mankind is spiritually literally Satan’s captives and will remain his captives until Christ returns (Luke 4:18-19, Isaiah Chapter 61, Psalm 102:18-22, Isaiah 42:1-9). It is possible for humans in this era to ‘escape’ from this ‘captivity’ under Satan. However, it is not for everyone to be saved at this time. It is those who are “called and chosen and faithful” who break free (Revelation 17:14, John 15:15-17, John 17:14-16). It is those who accept Jesus as their Saviour; who are cleansed by his precious blood (1 John 1:7-10); who repent of their sins; who are baptized and who receive the Holy Spirit of God; who are freed from the law of sin and death, introduced by Satan (Romans 8:1-11).

When Christ returns and Satan is banished, a new era, a new way of being, for humans, is ushered in. The Millennium is about Jesus restoring harmony and life. Satan is known as the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4, John 12:30-31, 16:5-11), he deceives the whole world (Revelation 12:9). However, he will be totally overcome. The Sabbath, the “rest” offered by God, pictures these wonderful times in the future. A time when God, once again, becomes the God we worship universally.

Sabbath of the Land and the Jubilee Year
The Sabbath theme emerges again for the Israelites. Every seventh year, the farmers were to rest their plots for the full 12 months. It was a Sabbath “rest” for the land (Leviticus 25:1-7). After seven of these seven year cycles, a Jubilee year was declared (Verse 8-13). 
At the seventh year Sabbath of the Land, no crops would be sown, no vines pruned. The people could eat what grew by itself, but no harvest was to be gleaned. Then there was the Jubilee, which occurred after the seventh of these seven year cycles, - on the fiftieth year. It was a year of rest, restoration and liberty. Not only were crops not sown, nor fields reaped, but people were released from bondage. It was to be a time of refreshing and restoration, as well as rest. 
Land was never sold permanently, but only calculated on its value and the value of what it would produce until the next Jubilee year. Land which may have been sold was restored to the family whose heritage it was. 
Even people for reasons of want, who had become slaves, could only be bonded for the period until the Jubilee. A person or relative could buy back land or even relatives sold into slavery (within the nation) at any time, redeeming both according to the timing of the next Jubilee. (This was farmland and towns only, not usually applying to properties in walled cities). At the Jubilee all things were restored.
This is all part of a code of care for brethren - Israelites of common heritage in their blood and in their land and in their God. People, who had sold themselves because of hardship, when of Israelite birth, were to be treated as hired hands, not slaves. Respect was to be shown to “brothers”. E.g. they were never to lend with usury (interest) to one another (Deuteronomy 23:19-20). This was not the case for aliens and foreigners. All Israelite slaves were freed in the year of the Jubilee (Leviticus Chapter 25). It was a time of rest and freedom, a time for great celebration.
Jesus and the Jubilee
This year of release is the same year of release which Christ proclaimed as he started his ministry (Luke 4:18). He declared that he, Jesus himself, was the fulfillment of this year of release (Verse 18-21). Jesus came to release us from captivity under Satan. Jesus was quoting from Isaiah 61, verses 1-4. If you read all Isaiah 61, you will see this is about the new era, not just for Israel, but for all nations. “The sovereign Lord will make righteousness and praise spring up for all nations.” (Verse 11).

Jesus fills the need for humans. He overcame Satan and he will banish him, while he sets up a holy Kingdom of God on earth, for a thousand years. 

Millennial Utopia 
Many passages of the Bible describe this utopian era of peace and harmony. Let’s look at a few. 

Isaiah Chapter 11 foretells of Jesus return. Here he is identified as a descendent of Jesse (Jesse was David’s father - Jesus was a descendent of David). Jesus is described in the first 15 verses. He is righteous and just. Verses 6-9 show how even wild beasts will dwell together in peace. All creatures will be safe when “they will not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain”. A “mountain” in the bible is often a kingdom or nation of the world. Notice that the whole earth under Jesus jurisdiction will be “full of the knowledge of the Lord” (Verse 9). The whole world will worship God (Chapter 12) Isaiah 41:14-20 describes how even waste land will be restored and regenerated by the hand of the Holy One of Israel, Jesus (Verse 20).
Ultimately God will create a new heaven and a new earth. There will be security, longevity, prosperity, blessing and peace. Predators and prey will dwell together and eat together and no-one will be harmed in all God’s Kingdom (Isaiah 65:17-25). 

It is not hard to see how the concepts of Sabbath rest, the Sabbath of the Land and the Jubilee are synchronized in the coming Kingdom of God, to be established on earth. These themes of release from Satan, freedom from oppression and harm, healing, blessing and prosperity and restoration are found in Jesus and the ultimate Jubilee will be at his coming as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
The Saints

Notice that in the Millennium, the saints are given authority as kings and priests, and rule with Christ for a thousand years (Revelation 20:4-6). Recall that Peter declares the church is “a royal priesthood, an holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9). This honour was meant for Israel (Deuteronomy 7:6, Exodus 19:3-6), but most Israelites across many generations fell short of this standard as they degraded themselves through idolatry and pagan debauchery (2 Kings 24:3-4, 23:26-27, 17:34-40). Israel was disqualified (Hosea 1:2-9) until Jesus will restore their status, as predicted in Isaiah (Isaiah 44:21-28). 
One might consider the Bible as the story and plan for 3 different groups of people. It is obvious that Israel is one group, the Church of Jesus is another but the obvious third group is all others – the complete mix of all people. Most people whether Christian, Israelite or neither, are a mixture of both evil and good (pictured by the tree in the garden). We exhibit excellence of character in our better moments, but we are tainted by our human nature, our weaknesses and indulgences and sins. We excuse our foibles with “Hey, I am only human.” The difference for Christians is that we have the Spirit of Christ dwelling in us and we are under grace, having our sins forgiven and we look ahead, not to death, but to eternal life.
As we become more familiar with what the Bible says, we begin to register that God’s plan encompasses all humanity. “As in Adam, all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). Jesus is the solution to mankind’s dilemma (I Corinthians 15:20-28). Created to be sons and daughters of the living and eternal God, humans nevertheless, face death, daily. Revelations shows very clearly that some, redeemed from the earth – both from Israel and from the Church of Jesus Christ will attend God’s throne in heaven (Revelation 7:1-5, 9-17, 14:1-5, 15:1-3). 
When Jesus returns he will be followed by a great host from heaven (Revelation 19:11-16, 19). The saints follow Jesus and will be established on thrones to support Christ’s reign for that thousand year period. Who are the saints? Notice the letters of Paul, “to the saints in Philippi” (Philippians 1:1) “To the saints living in Ephesus” (Ephesians 1:1). Everyone understands these letters are to various church congregations to lead, guide, inform and inspire them in their walk with Christ. The “saints” in the Bible are people of the church – not according to catholic definitions where one is dubbed a saint because of miracles they performed. No. A saint is one who follows Jesus. The saints will rule the earth for one thousand years under Christ’s authority (Daniel 7:15-27, Revelation 20:4).
Knowing this then, it behooves us to understand the responsibility we have now to cling to God, to learn how to be his sons and daughters and to develop unwavering loyalty and devotion to him in all we do. “For this is eternal life, to know God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent” (John 17:2-3).
Yes, we occasionally sin, and yes, we seek forgiveness through Jesus, but we must realize the parables are not just fables – they represent profound lessons and instructions for the saints. Faithfulness, diligence, obedience, charity and love – the parables present a standard that we adhere to and aspire to, as we wait for Christ’s coming. We are being prepared for service in the Kingdom of God.
We are heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17) and inheritors of the earth (Matthew 5:5, Romans 4:13-17). We will sit with him on his throne (Revelation 3:21) and we will administer his authority on the earth. We have a responsibility to grow in knowledge and in character, to be like him, and to allow the Spirit of Christ to develop this in us. 

This calling to God, through Jesus is powerful – beyond comprehension. We are in a type of spiritual college, where we are being trained and developed to be ready to uptake a role of such high and awesome honour that no day of our lives is a holiday from this. Paul described it this way. “Now we see through a glass (mirror) darkly” (we cannot see clearly), but when Jesus returns we will be made manifest too, for we will reflect his glory, when we see him as he is (1 Corinthians 13:8-12). 

In Corinthians, Paul describes it this way. Things of the earth are “earthly”; things of the sky, such as the stars, have a different glory. Likewise, the difference between the earthly and the heavenly is as different and “magical”. This is likened to the changes which take place when a seed is planted (1 Corinthians 15:35-57) and grows into an enormous tree. That which is planted does not resemble what is produced. Likewise, for Christians, we are planted (at death) mortal, human, but at the resurrection we will be raised to heavenly glory (Verse 49). This is the destiny and purpose of the saints. Thus, we will forever be with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).
Being a child of God does not just mean being under grace, though this in itself is beyond belief. It means we are being molded to be like our Saviour in nature and we are being developed to adopt roles of service in the Kingdom of God. 

Church is not merely about heading out on a weekly basis to hear a sermon and sing a song of praise. “Church” is a calling to a high destiny, and to attain to our awesome potential as children of God, as brothers and sisters of Jesus. God says “my thoughts are not your thoughts – as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my thoughts above your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9). Embrace this calling with passion and fervor and heed what Jesus has instructed us to do and be - eternally. 

Conclusion.

Jesus came preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God. He promised he would return in power to overthrow evil doers and evil powers. He will establish this Kingdom of God, but his dominion will be preceded by a universal uprising – the nations’ armies will gather at Armegiddo (Zechariah 14:1-5, Revelation 16:16), the Valley of Hinnom outside of Jerusalem – and they will endeavour to resist Christ, the Messiah and Saviour of the world. It will be a day of darkness and gloom (Zechariah 14:6, Isaiah 13:9-11) as the fate of humanity hangs on the outcome of this clash. This is God’s judgment on evil doers, whom he will completely vanquish, in order to wrench power and influence from them. He will set up the first sustainable righteous government the world has ever seen. It will be ruled over entirely by Jesus, the King, with the saints – that royal, holy nation – for one thousand years.

At the end of this period, yes, Satan will be released, but because Jesus is King, Satan can never overthrow him. Satan holds no power over the converted mind, but he will nevertheless when he is released after the thousand years, incite rebellion in some against Jerusalem, the Holy capital. (Revelation 20:7-10). Ultimately, Satan will be shown to be entirely impotent, as the entire world is subdued by Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:24-28) and the Kingdom restored to the Father (Verse 24). Humans created in God’s image will live together with him in peace and joy (Revelations Chapters 21 and 22) forever, according to God’s original design and purpose for humanity, when he created us in his image.

Addendum

Satan

Satan is a mystery, for we cannot see him. He and his demonic cohort fascinate the human – we understand him to be the epitome of evil and we understand him to be a being we are powerless against. Many contemporary TV shows and movies parade characters who have “gone over to the Dark side” – witches, vampires, werewolves and dark alien super beings. Satanism is undergoing an overhaul and is even being romanticized in popular vampire movies. 

Adam and Eve appeared to have little resistance against the serpent. The Bible indicates that Eve was deceived (1 Timothy 2:14 ) and that all humanity is deceived by Satan implying that humans are quite powerless against the devil’s wiles, until we accept Jesus as our Saviour, saving us from this very thing. 

Although not mentioned much in the Old Testament, demon possession in the New Testament was mentioned a number of times. Only by the power of Jesus (who overcame Satan) were demons “cast out” of the victim (Matthew 10:1). Our society considers a genuine belief in demon possession as naïve. We categorise insanity under a wide range of medical and psychological terminology and we control symptoms through medication, but some of these conditions are beyond our ability to cure. 

The instances of demon possession relayed in the Bible showed demons to be a bit sassy and talk back at times to Jesus. Sometimes people who were controlled by this power were a hindrance to the preaching of the gospel, but frequently the madness was most harmful to the person who was the victim. Earlier it was pointed out that one either belongs to God, or one belongs to Satan, as his “captive” – regardless of whether you intend this or not, this is the case for all humans, for Satan has deceived the whole world (Revelation 12:9). He is the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4) and holds it captive. 
When Jesus returns, he will wrench the remnant of mankind out of Satan’s grasp and will restrain him. 

Christians are freed from bondage to Satan now. Christ overcame Satan and will overthrow Satan for each of us. He is our champion and saves us. We need not fear Satan and his minions.
It is a popular pastime amongst students of the Bible to consider the ultimate fate of Satan beyond the thousand years. There are a range of questions left unanswered. Is he mortal or immortal? Is it possible for him to repent? Was he created “evil”? How vulnerable are we humans to him, and what about Christians, are we vulnerable to him too? 

The purpose of this short piece is to develop a thought to come to a conclusion on this matter. The author is no expert on this subject, but following a thought process a case is presented for consideration within this lesson for it demonstrates Satan is bound by Christ. 

If Satan’s power is over humans’ minds, then his only influence is in our thoughts. When our minds are completely submitted to Jesus, we are not in any way subject to Satan’s influence. In fact, demons obey us through the authority of Jesus Christ, (Matthew 10:7-8, Acts 16:16-18) and when we resist Satan, he flees from us (James 4:7). This is by Jesus power and authority.
Eventually the Kingdom of God will be universal – no-one will live in the new heaven and the new earth, unless they accept and embrace Jesus and his teaching – led by his Holy Spirit. When this is the case, then Satan has absolutely no power over humans and never would again. He has power only over the unconverted mind! All people in the new heaven/earth are converted. There is no need to permanently restrain him, as he will become impotent against humans. He is culpable, but eventually his true impotence is clear. 

