What Does the Bible say about the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord?
People read the Book of Revelations and it impacts them in two ways. Firstly it confuses people because this God of Love we know is involved and even appears to initiate a horrendous judgment on earth and secondly it frightens people because it is not an easy read and contains mysterious characters and profound judgments. The result for many is they ignore this important book, preferring to read easier passages in the New Testament.
Revelation means to reveal, expose, clarify – so why is this book confusing to people? Jesus advised the saints to find comfort and reassurance in this Book, which was given in visions to John. Jesus says we are blessed when we heed the Book of Revelation (Revelation 22:7, 12). 

This lesson will open up some of the mystery and clarify some of the questions raised. It will not answer all questions, for some things will remain hidden until God is ready to reveal them (Revelation Chapter 10). This is not a comprehensive study of the Book of Revelation. The purpose of these lessons is to open your mind to what the Bible says. They are not intended to be a comprehensive, in-depth study, but more a broad sweep of a subject to arm the reader of the Bible with some take-away points and keys to understanding. By reading this lesson and studying these scriptures, the reader will begin to comprehend the Book of Revelation within the Context of the Old and New Testament story and within the framework of the ancient Israelite Harvest Festivals. By understanding these Festivals, one begins to comprehend the “Why” about Jesus and God’s plan for humankind. 

Two Stories in one Book
What is revealed to us through the Old Testament Holy Calendar schedule and rituals? The Bible Festivals point to our Saviour. It seems there are two stories running alongside each other in the prophetic pageantry of the Harvest Festivals in the Old Testament. The first story is around Salvation and the Church, the second is about the struggle since the beginning of time between Good and Evil. 
Harking back to the Garden of Eden and the first two children of Adam and Eve, one was born righteous and one was tempted by sin. God warned Cain that sin was crouched at his door and desired him and would rule him, unless he resisted and sought repentance (Genesis 4:6-7). These two people, Cain and Abel, represent our human struggle against sin and wickedness. Eventually Cain did not overcome sin, but murdered Abel. 

After creation as time passed the earth became corrupt beyond reason and God despaired of even creating man and gave humans a new beginning after the flood, beginning with righteous Noah and his family. However, once again, very quickly two types of people appeared again. Nimrod was “a mighty man against the Lord” (i.e. opposed to God) who rose to power. His potential had to be capped and was done so by the confounding of the languages at the Tower of Babel. Thus his ambitions were thwarted and the progress gained through collaboration and communication, which was unfortunately being invested into evil pursuits, was interrupted. 

Also from Noah was Shem’s line, which was righteous and from him, Abraham’s family was born. Abraham was a “friend of God” and was the forefather to mighty nations. Israel was the nation stemming from Abraham, with which God established the Old Covenant. 

These people exemplify the “righteous” and the “wicked”. This battle of good versus evil has raged from the beginning of time. We too, as we live each day, experience amazing examples of goodness beauty and love, but also witness and at times are party to, wickedness, evil, hate and destruction – the dark side of humanity. 

The first of the two stories is about God’s covenant people - Noah, Abraham, David, Israel and then the Church who are saved through Jesus. It maps out the pivotal landmarks to Salvation from Passover to Pentecost, with Christ as its focus. There is a predictive basis regarding Jesus role and life’s work plotted out in the Holy Day Calendar, which was established many centuries before His birth. The real “Passover” and “Wave sheaf” offering (our Saviour); as well as the birth of the Church at “Pentecost”; were fulfilled on schedule centuries later. These all occurred according to the Holy Day Calendar, in the year Jesus was betrayed, sacrificed and resurrected to glory.  
The other story is about those not called and not sealed into a covenant with God. It is their story and the story about God’s plan for them. Their future is also demonstrated through relating the symbolic pageantry of the Holy Days with the other prophetic books and passages of the Bible, the book of Revelation in particular. 

The Feasts of the Lord and Harvests
Leviticus 23 and 25 talks about a religious schedule the Israelites were to keep. Introductory to the instructions about the Holy Day Calendar was a reminder about the Sabbath, the weekly Sabbath. This is what Jesus was referring to when He said He is “Lord of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:28). We are instructed to rest and worship our great God on this Day (Leviticus 23:1-3). 
This 7th day holds a key to the other festivals unlocking the timing of the most momentous events of human history. It is important for Christians not to overlook this day of worship of our creator and God. You will soon see why. The Sabbath theme is borne out throughout prophecy for God’s people and for the world itself. (Leviticus 23:1-3; Hebrews 4:8-11; Revelation 24:1-4).
The Feasts of the Lord coincided with the annual harvests. There were early harvests and late harvests. Please read all of Leviticus 23 through to end of Chapter 25 for an overview. For our purposes, you might consider a “harvest” as a “crop” of saved people (Revelation 14:14-16).
The Passover and Christ’s Sacrifice
The very first annual religious observance for Israel - the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread occurred in the First Month of the Calendar year, the month of Abib (Abib means barley). This feast introduced the grain harvest. You will recall that Jesus is called the first of the first fruits (compare 1 Corinthians 15:20, 23 and James 1:18). This festival of Unleavened Bread is also called the Feast of the First fruits, and occurred only when the very first sheaves of barley were ready to harvest. On the Passover a lamb was slain for the sins of the people. This event marked the beginning of the first harvest. 
The Passover in any year, may have occurred on a week day e.g. it may fall on a Wednesday and thus the Feast of Unleavened Bread could span Wednesday through until the following Tuesday – 7 days. On the day after the weekly Sabbath during that Holy week, another special rite of profound importance occurred. It was the “wave sheaf offering” (Leviticus 23:9-11). 
This is significant for two reasons. Firstly, on the year Jesus died and was resurrected, it was on this “day after the Sabbath”, (first day of the counting of the weeks) that the women and Peter found Jesus tomb was empty. He was raised, they were told. This is the morning of the wave sheaf. 
This perfectly timed and incredible miracle occurred thousands of years after the instructions for keeping the Feasts was given to Israel. We see Jesus being the very first “harvest” of the Father, when on this day He was the first ever to be accepted into Heaven as the worthy lamb whose shed blood pays the penalty for our sin. 
It is too amazing for words, that the timing of this event coincided with the actual ceremony being conducted on that day in Jerusalem, within this most monumental Passover week, the Feast of the First fruits (which is also known as the Feast of Unleavened Bread - the symbolism associated with Unleavened Bread is not the topic of this study.)
The Feast of Pentecost
The second significant point about this particular Wave Sheaf Day is that it marked the timing for the Day of Pentecost (Leviticus 23: 15-18) after Jesus ascension. On this particular year, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to the disciples at Pentecost. 
Pentecost – a Greek word - means to “count 50”. This counting is done through a series of 7 Sabbaths, so it is also known as the Feast of Weeks. Pentecost falls on the day after the 7th weekly Sabbath. It was on this day, 10 days after Jesus ascension that the disciples were gathered together in Jerusalem, and were blessed with the Holy Spirit (acts Chapter 2 – especially verses 1-4). 
Subsequently they drew an amazed crowd when they began to speak in “tongues”, in a diverse range of languages. This created an opportunity for these disciples to preach the most mighty and powerful sermons. Peter told the faithful Jews “This Jesus, whom you crucified, is both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). Thousands believed and were baptized marking the beginnings of the very Church of Christ on that Pentecost day. (Verse 40-47).
These 3 significant events confirm the relevance of the Holy Days to Christians. At Passover, Jesus was crucified. During the Wave sheaf, Jesus was resurrected and accepted into Heaven (as the First fruits – the first of many brethren Romans 8:29). On Pentecost, the Church was born, through receiving the Holy Spirit sent to them by Jesus Christ. 
This Wave sheaf is plucked from the first ripe grain so it is also called the First fruits. Jesus was the First fruits, and the wave sheaf represented his acceptance at the throne of His Father. The Church is represented on the Day of Pentecost as two wave loaves (Leviticus 23:9-14 and 15-21), acknowledging that the Holy people of God, the church, have their home in heaven with Jesus too. We know this by comparing the events for the wave sheaf day, at Jesus resurrection with the events at Pentecost just 50 days later. Jesus was accepted into heaven pictured by the wave sheaf and the church is accepted into heaven pictured by the wave loaves. This was confirmed by God sending the Holy Spirit on that same day.  We follow Jesus into heaven (John 14:1-7) and are acceptable to God because of faith in Jesus shed blood and no other reason. These first festivals depict Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension as well as God’s calling of the Church to salvation. 
The Feast of Booths
There is another harvest festival season later in the year, at the end of summer, no longer grain, but other seasonal crops. This is the Great Harvest. This Great Harvest is not God’s called, chosen people (who are the first fruits with Christ: James 1:18; Revelation 18:4), but deals with the rest of humanity. 
This time of the year sees a cluster of days being observed (Once again see Leviticus 23). There is the Feast of the Blowing of Trumpets. There is the Day of Atonement which is filled with mysterious rituals in an intricate pageant of events. Then almost immediately a 7 day Festival begins. This is the Feast of Tabernacles where the people live in “booths” or temporary shelters for the 7 days. 
Following on from this is the 8th Day, That glorious day of the Feast. It is tagged on to the end, but not really a part of, the actual Festival, for the people have taken down their tents and booths by then (Leviticus 23:33-44). The Last Great Day is a Festival in its own right. These later harvest festivals map out God’s plan to save the rest of humanity. What are people being saved from? We are saved from death. This can happen only through Jesus the Christ. 
The Feasts and God’s Work of Salvation
For those not called into salvation now, as long as there is night and day, good and evil will co-exist. This is the other story.  Life and death will continue to be mankind’s ceaseless dilemma. As the Harvest Festivals emerge in their symbolic outcomes, this waging of war between good and evil continues and culminates in Jesus return at the end time. This is man’s dilemma, not a battle of God versus the Devil. No, for God is Supreme Creator of all things and Satan and his minions are subject to our Great God. God is omnipotent; Satan is not. (Read in Job and in the Gospels how Satan is subject to the command of God) 

We see Jesus’ work of salvation, predetermined in the Holy Day Calendar, not only Saviour of the Church, but also Saviour of the World “as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22; Romans 5:12-19). The final festivals demonstrate the history of the world from a spiritual standpoint. 
The Feasts of Trumpets

The “Feast of Trumpets” heralds Christ’s intention to intervene to save the world (Revelation 8:1-6; 11:15-19). He is the Champion of the World. We see in Revelation that 7 trumpets sound prior to Christ’s return to earth. With each of these trumpets, God’s judgment is unleashed on unrepentant humans, (Isaiah 59:12-21) and in particular upon those who manipulate human destiny by their ambitious and evil lust for power and wealth (Revelation Chapters 8&9 and 11:15). The “Beast”, the “False Prophet”, the “Harlot”, the “kings of the earth” have judgment meted out at this time (Revelation Chapters 17 through to end of Chapter 19). God’s judgement is just (Revelation 16:7).
Satan Bound
Satan is behind these world leaders and inspires rebellion against God and Jesus. By the end of this age, man’s misdirection will have wrought corruption, and will have brought the earth to the brink of utter destruction (Matthew 24:22). The Earth’s judgment has come. 
Consider the pageantry played out on the Day of Atonement, where the nation of Israel awaited its fate, while their judgment was held in the balance (Read all of Leviticus 16 for the full day’s activities in Ancient Israel). This pantomime projects forward to this Great and Dreadful Day of the Lord - the whole world will be weighed in the balance, as it teeters on the edge of complete annihilation. It will be a Day of mourning (Revelation 18:9, 11, 19).  It is the “Great and Terrible Day of the Lord” (Revelation 6:17; Malachi 4:1-5). It is the “Day” we are to watch for as we see it approaching (2 Peter3:1-14). This is the significance of the ancient Day of Atonement. 
The rituals of the Day of Atonement have great significance. Atonement means compensation, amends, penitence, apology and reparation. The earth will mourn, and cry and wail as the net result of all sin, which will have brought the world to its knees as it begins writhing in death throes – held in the balance as it is judged and as evil doers who are unrepentant are condemned  (Revelation 6:15-17).
Not just the earth, and the ignorant masses, who have blindly accepted this fate, but the actual perpetrators who have been unwitting or even willing puppets of Satan -who have wielded evil and unreasonable power - will be judged (Jude 14-15). Not only corrupt humans who are behind this carnage, but the evil one, who deceives the whole world - Satan will be judged, bound and banished when Christ in his Glory and Power, returns to both judge the earth and establish peace. This is pictured in the bound and banished goat the final releasing act of that Day’s schedule. The people could return to their normal lives, knowing they were restored to God - and sin along with its now guilty party, was removed from their camp.
At the ancient Festival of Israel, the two goats in the pantomime enacted yearly, show first the sacrifice of one, this is how Jesus took on himself our sins. But the second goat carries the sins of the nation. It is bound and taken away. This is Satan bound for a thousand years, (represented by the Azazel goat during the ceremonies of the Day of Atonement); he is the actual condemned party who is the father of sin and who deceived our very first parents (John 8:44). Blame is put squarely on the head of the guilty party – Satan. One goat on the Day of Atonement represented Jesus as it bore the penalty of sin and acted as a substitute for the death required by the law, but the other goat represented Satan with whom the guilt and fault lies. 
Peace
The earth itself and the people who survive these violent and turbulent times, who cling to life, will be rescued and will live into the Millennium beyond – the thousand years of peace. 
During the Great Harvest Festival, also known as the Feast of Tabernacles or Feast of Booths, human history is depicted. The first 6 days represent our human lives, our earthly tent, our temporary dwelling. The 7th Day depicts Christ’s return, His victory over evil and the drawing to a close of this era of man, where death has been our “mortal” enemy. 
God’s plan will be completed and in the end even death itself is overcome. Death is swallowed up in victory. This is only possible when Satan is completely defeated, when sin itself is completely conquered on behalf of all humans. Jesus triumphs over all evil. Jesus triumphs over sin and death. The Harvest Festivals depict this time, and demonstrate this struggle which spans all human history from Adam down through the ages until Christ’s return.
On the 7th day of the Feast of Tabernacles the Israelites who had been dwelling in tents or temporary shelters for the week, dismantled their simple abodes, but what of this mysterious 8th Day. Little is mentioned in the Old Testament where the people kept the Feasts according to the patterns given to Moses (Leviticus 23:36). They were to meet to worship God that day, but there are no rituals outlined for this day, that are recorded in Leviticus 23. Only that it is a Sabbath, no work was to be done and it was a time to congregate in worship.
However we are given a clue when Jesus made a startling declaration to the people attending the Feast one year. On that last day of the Feast, that last great day, He read out of Isaiah shouting out in a loud voice he said “out of his belly will flow rivers of living water” (Isaiah 55:1 Isaiah 58:11). He was referring to the Holy Spirit which would be given to those who believe in Him. Jesus is the source of the Holy Spirit, which gives life eternal (John 7:37-39; John 4:10-14; Revelation 7:17). Turning to the final chapter of Revelation the link to the last great day is made, we see these rivers of living water emerging from the throne of God the Father and Jesus. Eternal life, no more death, no more tears and total restitution of man to God is pictured. This is the significance of the final day beyond the millennium of Christ’s reign. This is the 8th Day. 
The Day and Restoration – Symbolism and the Jubilee Year of Release 
The world itself will have its Sabbath rest, released from the hardship imposed by sin and by Satan’s influence. Leviticus 25 explains about the Sabbath of the land on the 7th year, (no crops were to be planted). Counting 7 lots of Sabbaths of the land came to 49 years, and then on the next year, the 50th year (similar to Pentecost where only days were counted), a year of Jubilee - a Year of Release was declared. This was a wonderful concept, of a time of refreshing and release – of liberty and great joy. Those who had fallen on hard times were restored to their inheritance.
This 8th Day following the Feast of Tabernacles is a time when there is no more day and night. No longer will men be conflicted by the pull of evil. There will be no more death. The whole world is bathed in light, symbolic of goodness, uprightness, love and harmony. God Himself resides with us and Jesus submits the whole world to the Father. (See Revelation Chapters 21 and 22).
The Fall Festivals depict the final cataclysmic battle of good versus evil – the actual history of all mankind; the declaration that Christ is coming and that Satan’s time is short. (Revelation 12:7-12). These events occur as the earth begins its death throes. The intervention before evil completely destroys all mankind. This weighing in the balance of the earth, happens on that Great and Terrible Day of the Lord, depicted by the Day of Atonement, when the “reward” for evil, the severest punishment is meted out in order for Christ’s righteous reign to begin and bring a long awaited peace to a troubled world. 
We were “slaves” to sin and in the same way that slaves were released in Israel on the year of Jubilee, so too the whole world will be freed from Satan and sin, and the Prince of Peace will reign. Just as Pentecost provided a spiritual release from bondage to Satan – for the Church, and as the Year of Jubilee provided a physical rest, restoration and freedom, so too the earth will experience rest, peace, restoration and refreshing at Christ’s return. 
Christ’s Return – Will He be Welcomed?
These days there is a myriad of sci-fi literature and cartoon characters playing out a consistent theme, in many scenarios there is an alien invasion, and in many there is some warped character who attempts to take over the world. It is ironic that these fantasy stories and games pre-empt the intervention by the Christ to save the world. Mankind has rejected God’s authority from the beginning and will be even less happy when Jesus is sent to save the world. Matthew Chapter 24 makes it plain that unless our Saviour steps in, “there would no flesh be saved alive”. Jesus who was born of Mary, was meek and humble and was led to death like a lamb to slaughter, but this very attitude of total submission to the Father’s will is what qualifies him to reign over the whole earth. 
However, humans will reject his authority and refuse to repent despite a series of plagues which befall the earth. They would sooner hide in the rocks than repent (Revelation 6:12; 16:16; 19:16-19). No, the glorified Saviour God will not be welcomed. He will not be acknowledged nor recognition given to Him. Men will resist Him. 
Repentance – Every Knee will Bow
The human heart is not subject to God (Romans 8:7). Jesus return will occur when humans have brought themselves to the brink of annihilation, but mankind is not yet ready to accept His rule over them. The “kings” of the earth will gather their armies outside Jerusalem. They will seek to join forces to resist the Saviour of the World. (Revelation 16:12-16; 19:11-19). It is a time of catastrophic universal woe, yet people are intent on rebelling against God. Jesus does triumph and subdue the earth for these turgid times precede the 1,000 years of peace, which is so often referred to in the Bible (Isaiah 11:1-10). Jesus will be King over all the Kingdoms of the earth and supreme over every authority. (Isaiah 45:21-25; Romans 14:9-12; Philippians 2:6-11). Eventually righteous rule under God’s love will be set up “every knee will bow” declaring worship and obeisance to God and the earth will find peace. 

Jesus is “exalted to the highest place” with a “name above every name” (Philippians 2:9). He has been given all authority (Revelation 19:16) to judge (John 5:27); over life and death (verses 24-26); everything is “under Him” (1 Corinthians 15:20-28). Jesus is supreme and is subject only to the Father (Psalm 22:27-28).

King of Kings, Lord of Lords 

Daniel 7:13-I4 shows Jesus being honoured by His Father to rule over the nations.  John in his visions saw Jesus in all His glory. “I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lamp stands, and among the lamp stands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.” (Revelation 1:12-18). This Jesus is “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” (Revelations 19:16). 
Babylon
Earlier in this lesson, we discussed Nimrod that “mighty warrior against the Lord” that man opposed to God. He was a man who set up a series of cities and ruled them as king. The first of his cities was Babylon. (Genesis 10:8-12). Please see the following entries from Wikipedia regarding Nimrod. “Since ancient times, Nimrod has traditionally been considered the leader of those who built the Tower of Babel in Shinar, though the Bible never actually states this…. Judaic interpreters as early as Philo and 

ben Zakai" 
Yochanan ben Zakai
 (1st century AD) interpreted "a mighty hunter before the Lord" as "in opposition to the Lord….In some versions (as in Josephus), Nimrod is a man who sets his will against that of God…. he proclaims himself a god and is worshipped as such by his subjects, sometimes with his consort Semiramis worshipped as a goddess at his side.";” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nimrod . The region of Babylon extended northwest from the Persian Gulf along the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. Nimrod was a man of great power, influence and wealth. The Tower of Babel project was stalled by God by the confounding of the Languages, because God foresaw that nothing they planned to do would be impossible for them. Communication and collaboration used in evil pursuits with people setting them selves up against God is the same scenario we see at the time of the end. Our world currently is moving toward a similar position - just as God intervened then He will intervene at this end time as well. 
This region Nimrod established became known as Babylon. This was the same Babylon which invaded Judah and totally devastated the country in 586BC. The people who were not killed in the carnage were taken captive to Babylon. Daniel was a young Jew taken to Babylon who was educated and cultivated to serve the King of the time, Nebuchadnezzar. The book of Daniel tells of great and momentous prophecies seen in visions and dreams and provides interpretations for our benefit. The Babylonian Empire was the first of a series of Empires which will culminate in a conglomeration of alliances at the end time (Daniel2:24-45). This is the time of the end when Jesus will intervene and subdue all nations. The books of Daniel and Revelation are complementary in uncovering these prophecies and unraveling these mysteries. 

In Revelation 18 God primarily brings judgement on this Babylon. Why? (Revelation 18:23-14) “By your magic spell all the nations were led astray. In her was found the blood of prophets and of the saints and all who have been killed on the earth. This system of governments and religion which man has clung to from the beginning of time will be judged at the end time. “Babylon is fallen” (Revelation Chapter 18) – this frees the way for the righteous kingdom of God to be established through Jesus as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Revelation 19:1-2 says “Hallelujah – Salvation and glory and power belong to our God for true and just are His judgements.” 
Lake of Fire
The most frightening concept for many is the Lake of Fire. A couple of passages mention this, such as John 16:6 & Matthew 13:42 and 50. However, Revelation provides more detail. This lake of fire is the destiny of the key manipulators of the end time woe. Two characters called the Beast (which represents human superpowers of the end time) and the False Prophet (who has deceived the world with miraculous signs) convincing the world to worship the Beast, will be thrown into the Lake of Fire along with Satan. (Revelation 20:10) This is a part of God’s righteous judgement on wickedness.
It is the author’s contention that aside from this fate of the Devil and his cohorts, there is no evidence in the Bible of endless torment. Humans cannot endure fire, so there is no Hell fire with tortuous eternal suffering for people. If one is “thrown into the Lake of Fire” this marks their end. It is a “second death” from which there is no resurrection. (Revelation 20:6, 14 – 15). 
Conclusion
To draw this all together and arm you with tools and keys to unlock the mystery around the Book of Revelation, one must understand the Harvests which refer to those who are saved. One must understand there is more than one harvest – more than one day of salvation. It is fundamental to know God takes full responsibility for human salvation through Jesus’ death. However, the blame rests squarely with Satan. God addresses evil in a way that will release us from the power of sin and wicked influences in our lives. 

God also takes full responsibility for the world and will rescue it prior to its own implosion from its own wicked pursuits. God gives us hope through the pages of Revelation and through the Ancient Israelite Holy Calendar, demonstrating that the pattern of sin and death, established in the Garden, will one day be reversed. Jesus will set up a Kingdom on earth, based on Love and Life. This spiritual battle is won on our behalf by Jesus our Saviour. Take comfort in this. 

