What Does the Bible say about Heaven?

Part One – The Way to Heaven is through the Veil
The Background History lesson.

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. (Matthew 27:50-51)
This lesson is about the implications of this incredible occurrence for Christians and for all mankind. 

The story begins many centuries before, in the continent of Africa. 

After 430 years in Egypt, Israel had been released from slavery (read Exodus chapters 1 and 2) and headed towards Sinai (Exodus 6:6-8; 8:10). There had been weeks of negotiation and contention with Pharaoh until God established once and for all, that He Himself, is sovereign over all mankind, their governments, systems and powers (Exodus 15:13-18; Daniel 4:34-35, 37; Revelation 11:15-19). 
God was in the process of fulfilling His promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that their descendents – the fledgling nation of Israel, would inherit the land of Canaan, the ‘promised land’. Moses, and Aaron his brother, who were sent by God, approached Pharaoh time and again, requesting that he let Israel go to worship God, in the desert. They were to come out of Egypt and go to Mount Sinai, to offer sacrifice to God, and to worship Him. Each time they approached Pharaoh, they were rebuffed as Pharaoh tightened his grip on the people. God sent a series of warnings to Pharaoh, culminating in one last terrible plague, to convince him to let His ‘Firstborn’, Israel, go free. 
The First Passover

Finally, the last plague defeated the defiant Pharaoh when each household in Egypt lost their firstborn child. The Israelites had been forewarned this would occur and were instructed in preparation for this event. To act as a substitute for their own firstborn, they were to sacrifice a specially selected lamb and smear the blood on their doorposts and lintels and they were to remain in their own homes. The Death angel would pass over them. (Read all of Exodus Chapters 1-12 to gain a full account of this event.) God was making a stand to save His own “firstborn” (Exodus 4:22, Jeremiah 31:9, Micah 6:7). God was extending grace and mercy to Israel. The blood of the lamb saved Israel.
For Christians, Jesus is the slain lamb, selected and without blemish (Exodus 12:5). As Christians we know Jesus died so we may live. We also consider that the “firstborn” (Exodus 4:22) - a description God used for Israel points to our Saviour, Christ (Romans 8:29, Colossians 1:15-18). Israel was a physical nation, but Jesus is ‘firstborn’, as conceived by the Holy Spirit and “firstborn’ into a spiritual realm, into glory – He is the ‘firstborn’ to enter Heaven. 
Departing Egypt, this mighty number of Israelites and their stock headed into the wilderness; Pharaoh had finally conceded and ordered them out. They ventured toward the Red Sea. Led by Moses, under God’s instruction, they seemed to become hemmed in, surrounded by water ahead of them and mountains to either side. The pass from which they had just come was the path by which Pharaoh and his armies now were in hot pursuit. Pharaoh had reconsidered and sought to hunt them down. God, who was Israel’s champion, now performed the most outstanding miracle of all. He parted the Red Sea, so His great host could pass through on dry land. As Pharaoh and his army entered the sea and the Israelites exited the other side, the waters came crashing back together returning to their flow and Pharaoh and his armies were drowned. God saves. 

Many believe this Mount Sinai of Exodus, to be on the Sinai Peninsula the site of the modern Mount Sinai, but recent research clearly indicates the crossing was across the Gulf of Aqaba and into Arabia (Galatians 4:25). The locals there speak of the mountain of Moshe (Moses) Jabal al Lawz. This Sinai has evidence of the Israelites’ encampment, among other marvelous proofs that this is indeed where the first covenant was sealed. (See Appendix 1). 

At the time of the exodus, Israel was saved and freed from slavery and oppression.  The nation with its men, women, children and livestock ventured out from Egypt. The timing of these events is deeply significant. Salvation itself is predicated on the timing of these events. 

Israel left Egypt on 14th of the first month, and arrived at Mt Sinai on the 1st day of the 3rd month. As the Israelites had departed Egypt at Passover, it is likely the 50 days toward Pentecost were nearing their end. (God did give the Holy Day Calendar after this event, so it remains unclear whether this was indeed Pentecost. The reasons this is mentioned will be revealed subsequently.)

It was at Mt Sinai, that the first covenant, the Old Covenant was established, agreed upon and sealed. The basic agreement stated that Israel would worship and obey God and that God would bless and protect the people. They would become a mighty nation inheriting the “promised land”. This covenant was sealed with the “sprinkling” of the altar representing God, and the people, with blood (Exodus 24) - “without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” for sins (Hebrews 9:22). This sacrifice of animals allowed the Israelites to enter a relationship of grace, based on faith (Ephesians 2:8), with God. The 10 commandments, written with God’s own hand on tablets of stone, provided a broad outline of the law the people were to obey. 
In many passages this covenant relationship between Israel and God is likened to “marriage”. Israel promised fidelity and obedience and God as the ‘husband’ would protect and provide for ‘her’. (Read Hosea chapters 1 and 2.)
Moses was the mediator of the first covenant. He climbed the mountain to receive the tablets of stone. At this time Moses was also given a pattern and design for the tabernacle – as a sanctuary for God to dwell in (Hebrews 8:3-7). The Israelites were to build this tabernacle and dismantle it each time they travelled. This house of God was designed on heaven, the throne of God (Exodus 13:20, 19:18-19, 24:12-15, 40:34-38). God’s presence was clearly evident to the Israelites at Mt Sinai. 

The Tabernacle, the Veil and the Curtain of Separation

The tabernacle was designed after Heaven and the ‘Ark of the Covenant’ (a chest which contained holy items including the tablets of stone) acted as the very throne of God (Hebrews 8:5, 9:16-28, Exodus 25:10-22, Revelation Chapter 4). When the tabernacle was constructed this ‘Ark of the Covenant’ was set up in the “Holy of Holies”- and this area was segregated off from the people by a heavy curtain or veil (Exodus 26:33-34, Hebrews 9:1-15, 13:11-14). God dwelt among the people, but remained apart because Israel’s own hearts were not pure and they lacked faith (Hebrews Chapter 3, 4:1-5).
This separation, this ‘distance’ between God and his first Holy Covenant people will remain until individually they accept Jesus and enter through the veil, or until the end times pictured in Hosea, when God will restore his intimate relationship with the nation “….you will call me Ishi; and will call me no longer Baali” i.e. Israel will recognize God as her husband rather than lord.
Because Moses was a meek and honourable man, he was able to communicate directly with God, and when he returned to the people his face shone, reflecting God’s glory (Exodus 34:29-35). However, for the people, true intimacy with God, was impossible because they lacked faith and sin separated them from God (Hebrews 5:12-19). The people could not even bear to look at Moses’ radiant face and so he covered his face with a veil. 

This curtain of separation and the veil remained in place, concealing the glory of God from this covenantal people. They considered God as ‘Lord’ i.e. ‘master’, not ‘husband’ (Hosea 2:16). They were unable to withstand God’s glory. Paul in the New Testament commented that this veil remains for the Jews “to this day” (2 Corinthians 3:13-16). We have seen that the tabernacle (and the subsequent temples) was patterned after heaven and the throne of God. This curtain and veil of separation were rent asunder as Jesus Christ died (Matthew 27:51, Mark 15:38, Luke 23: 45, Hebrews 6:19 9:3, 10:20).
The Wave Sheaf and the Wave Loaves

When God informed Israel regarding the Feasts to the Lord (Leviticus 23:2), He also instituted a ceremony immediately after Passover but still within the week of the Feast of the Firstfruits (or Feast of Unleavened Bread). Leviticus 23:9-14 shows the wave-sheaf offering. This sheaf was gathered from the first grain of the barley harvest. It was “waved before the Lord” on the day which followed the weekly Sabbath during this Holy week. 

From the day of the wave sheaf, the Israelites were to count 7 weekly Sabbaths (7 weeks) to the day after the 7th Sabbath. This festival is the Feast of Weeks, also known as the Feast of the Harvest and in Greek it is Pentecost. On this day, the priests were to replicate the wave offering not with a sheaf of grain, but with two prepared loaves (Leviticus 23:17). These wave sheaf and wave loaves ceremonies have powerful representation in New Testament events. 

Earlier it was mentioned that the first covenant, based on the Law (10 commandments) written by the hand of God on stone, was sealed on or about the timing of the Day of Pentecost. Pentecost is a God ordained holy celebration of God’s calendar given to Israel and is calculated by counting ((Leviticus 23, Deuteronomy 16, Deuteronomy 16:9-12, Leviticus 23:15-22).

Entry into Heaven Itself

It is no coincidence that Christ was crucified on Passover day, and was buried, being resurrected prior to the dawn on the wave sheaf day, 3 days later. He became the true and lasting Passover sacrifice (“the Lamb of God, slain from the foundation of the world” and the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world”). On that first day of the week (the first day of the counting of the weeks) when it was still dark Christ was already risen. Mary Magdalene, who was first to whom the resurrected Christ revealed Himself, seized Christ, perhaps to hug Him in jubilation and reconciliation, but He said, “Do not hold onto me, for I have not yet returned to the Father” (John 20:10-18). 
It would appear that Jesus had an appointment with God, at the timing of the wave sheaf offering, a date set many centuries beforehand. From this we understand that Jesus ascended into heaven that day, presenting Himself as the first of many brethren – the first fruits to God. 

Pentecost

50 days later on Pentecost, the disciples were sealed into a New Covenant, when God sent the Holy Spirit to bless each one of them (Acts Chapters 1 and 2). As Jesus was accepted into the Father’s presence, so also the church imbued with the Spirit of Christ, is acceptable to God. This first occurred on that Pentecost, not because of our goodness, but because Jesus’ shed blood cleanses us from sin and seals us into this new lasting, holy covenant.
By relating the wave ceremonies – the wave sheaf and the wave loaves – to Christ’s death, resurrection and ascension to heaven and linking these to Pentecost when the disciples received the Holy Spirit, we can confidently conclude that the wave loaves represent the Church. The wave offering is a way of demonstrating the Church has been presented to God and accepted.

It was mentioned briefly earlier that the curtain in the temple was rent from top to bottom, torn asunder at the moment Jesus died. Why? Because Jesus opened the way to salvation and He opened the way for mankind to have an intimate, eternal relationship with our Father in Heaven. Because of Jesus, humans are now invited to be with the Father, in heaven in an intimate and loving relationship with both Him our Father, and with Jesus, our older brother who serves at His right hand. 

Just as the law was given at Sinai, but on tablets of stone, so now with the in-dwelling Holy Spirit, the law is written on our hearts of flesh (2 Corinthians3:13, Jeremiah 31:33). This Holy Spirit converts us from mere humans to become the children of God, brothers to Christ. Christians are sealed into this covenant, not by sprinkling of animal’s blood, but by the blood of Christ Himself. It is only through Christ’s shed blood Christians are forgiven for their sins and can embark on their new life in Christ. 

A Great Host in Mt Zion

Jesus told us “where I am you will be too” (John 14:1-4, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Hebrews 1:13). Jesus ascended to heaven, to the Father. Stephen saw Jesus at the right hand of God (Acts 7:56). The letter to the Hebrews discusses Christ’s role as High Priest in Heaven (Hebrews 3:1-6). Chapter 12:18-24 declares (about Christians) “we have not come to Mount Sinai” with its thundering and fear, but to Mount Zion, to the host of Heaven, to an innumerable company of angels and saints. 

John, in the visions documented in the Book of Revelation “saw heaven opened” – he was witness to amazing sights. What he saw were those who are saved, in Heaven with Christ. Read Chapter 7 of Revelation. First he saw the 144,000 then an innumerable multitude in Heaven. Jesus was accepted in Heaven and because of Him, we too, the church, the saints of the most High will also be in Heaven.

Heaven Itself – the Throne- the Temple
The throne of God is described in Revelation Chapter 4. We see a great sea of glass. (You may recall Moses and the 70 elders stood on a pavement of sapphires atop Mount Sinai in Exodus 24:10). We see sparkling lights as though reflected off brilliant jewels. We see the throne of God. He is attended by many angels and elders. This amazing host declare God’s praises endlessly (Revelation 4:8, Hebrews 12:22-24). 
Heaven is the Holy of Holies. It is the throne room of the eternal and omnipotent God. When we pray, in our spirit, we enter this very throne room of God, to talk with Him and to make our requests to Him. This is only possible because Jesus lived as a human, and died for our sins and opened the way into heaven. Salvation and life eternal only come about because Jesus loves us and died for us. 

New Jerusalem

The reward of the saints is in heaven. (Matthew 5:12). We are citizens of Heaven, beloved children of God (Romans 8:14-17), and He has prepared a home for us (John 14:1-4).
In Chapter 21 of Revelation, we see a most amazing sight. Ultimately when Christ has subdued all things in creation and made them subject to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:20-28), the heaven and earth will pass away. There will be a new heaven and earth (Revelation 21:1-5). We see a whole city come down from heaven. This is the New Jerusalem – God’s throne is there and the Lamb and the Father dwell with mankind for ever more. Take a moment to appreciate these glorious visions for the future! 

Read how the structure of this new and sparkling city closely resembles the structure and organization of the tribes of Israel while camping and while on the move (Revelation 7:4, 21:10-27, Numbers 2:1-31, 10:11-33, Revelation 7:9-17, Romans 7:4). This is no coincidence. Its significance deserves further attention. New Jerusalem includes aspects of both Israel and the Church, in the apostles named in the foundations and the Patriarchs of Israel named in its gates. Perhaps this completes God’s plan. One God, one Spirit, one Saviour – one overall plan of Salvation? (The author does not pretend to know, only speculate.) 
Our Home Together with the Father and the Son

To summarise, Jesus was resurrected to Heaven where God’s throne is – pictured by the wave sheaf after Passover. The tabernacle and temples are modeled after Heaven. God’s throne is glorious and hidden in the Holy of Holies and was not accessible to humans until after Christ ascended. 

The Church is accepted into Heaven because of Jesus – pictured by both the rending of the curtain and the wave loaves of the Pentecost ceremony. The saints follow Jesus into Heaven to reside with the Father – we will forever be with the Lord. 
New Jerusalem, descending from the heavens, containing the very throne of God and the Lamb (Christ) will be established on earth forever. (Note: Satan’s influence over the children of Adam will be broken forever.) 

Part 2 – The Resurrection to Glory

Tenting

The challenge in the following study questions a very old philosopher’s (Plato) conclusion, but is it correct according to the revealed word of God? Do humans have an “immortal soul”? If they do, why would the Bible speak of any resurrections? 
By comparing a body to a tent, the passage in 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 underscores the temporary nature of our human bodies. We humans, in our natural state are not immortal. We die (Genesis3:19, 22). We Christians - who have the promise of eternal life - cast off this ‘earthly tent’, when we die. Thereafter we are with Christ. 
The Bible describes a series of resurrections (1 Corinthians 15 - the whole chapter, 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 - especially verse 16, Revelation 20:4-end of chapter). There is a resurrection of Jesus; the resurrection of the saints (Described in Verse 6 as the first or better resurrection – the second death has no power over these people.); and the time when the “rest of the dead” stand before the Great White Throne in Revelation 20:11-12. 
Jesus rose to glory. The church will rise to immortality (1 Corinthians 15), but the “rest of the dead” do not rise to immortality. Only they will stand before the judgment seat of God. They will be judged. Accordingly, if their names are not written into the Book of Life, they will be thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death from which there is no resurrection (Revelation 20:11-14).
Take a few moments to read Revelation Chapter 21. The New Jerusalem and the new heavens and new earth, as permanent establishments, are showcased as a contrast to the impermanence of human life and our physical earth. The throne of God will be in this New Jerusalem, as it will be the abode of the Father, and the Son. New Jerusalem is the “bride” of Christ – which is the church. All the saints will live there (Hebrews 9:1-10 – especially verse 8).
What this shows us is that even the earth itself is a temporary abode. Along with heaven it will be folded up and discarded, like a garment or like a tent (Hebrews 1:8-12). Talking of Jesus, this passage says, “You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy. He also says, ‘In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed’. But you remain the same and your years will never end.” The heaven and the earth will be replaced by an eternal, glorious, pure heaven and earth.
The human life is temporary, until we are granted eternal life. The heaven and earth we know is also temporary. 
The 7 Days of the Feast of Tabernacles

The Feast of ‘Tabernacles’ is another of God’s Festivals, which Paul described as shadows of things to come. Following the Feast of Tabernacles, was a final day of celebration. For the previous 7 days the whole community was to dwell in booths, or tents, temporary abodes. We must consider briefly that the Feast of Tabernacles, occurring in the 7th month, was 7 days in duration after which the booths were dissembled and this Feast was followed on by an 8th day. This day was for a holy gathering, but it was not part of the Feast of Booths. (Leviticus 23:33-44). 
It is possible that the 7 days of the Feast of Tabernacles otherwise known as the Feast of In-gathering denotes 7 days of man, that they reflect not only the creation week and the ‘rest’ on the 7th day, but they also picture man’s self-governance prior to Christ’s return as King of Kings, and the 7th day as the day of ‘rest’ for the whole world – the Millennial rule of Christ. At the end of the 7th day, the tents are dismantled. This is complex to the person new to this so please read this again. The Feast of Tabernacles was seven days in duration. Tabernacles are tents and tents are temporary. They are taken down. The Feast of Tabernacles is likely representative of the entire time of man in human bodies, our temporary abodes. On the 7th day, they are dismantled. This indicates a close to a very long era. No longer are the temporary abodes required. The “physical” precedes the “spiritual” (John 3:1-21, 1 Corinthians 15:35-57). The mortal precedes the immortal.
The 8th Day
To recap, the Israelites celebrated 3 annual festivals. Each of these celebrations falls during particular harvests - The First fruits, the Harvest, and the In-gathering. Much of New Testament scripture develops salvation along a harvest and agricultural analogy. 

The Feast of ‘In-gathering’ is at the end of the summer. This Feast is also known as the Feast of Tabernacles – tabernacles or tents are temporary abodes. This is so called because it was set as a reminder to the Israelites that they dwelt in tents on their way to the ‘promised land’ - which the book of Hebrews describes as God’s ‘rest’. Read Hebrews Chapter 3:1- 4:11. Likewise Christians await their redemption from this mortal body and await the fulfillment of our “promised land” – when we enter heaven itself. 

The Feast of Tabernacles (Tents or Booths) is followed by another day of celebration (Leviticus 23:33-34) There will come a time at the end of the millennium when no mortal humans exist any longer. The 8th day could well be the time of the New Heaven and the New Earth (Revelation 21:1-5), when God’s dwelling is with man.
The Feasts imply harvests to the Lord, i.e. salvation. These first 6 days of the Feast of Tabernacles, along with the 7th day infer days when people are called and saved, but the 8th day implies that the work of salvation is complete. All that is not of God vanishes, is not included in the Holy City and its environs. This is what is depicted in Revelation 21 and 22. An 8th day follows the Feast of Tabernacles. It is also day of rest – a Sabbath. Most likely the 8th day, pictures the time beyond the Millennial rule of Christ. This is revealed through the last two Chapters of Revelation. Many do believe the Millenium is the ‘7th Day’, this theory therefore supports the 8th day to be whatever follows the Millenium as depicted in those final chapters of the Bible.
Resurrected to Glory

Understanding this is crucial to Christians as we await our opportunity to enter God’s rest – Heaven, when we shed this earthly tent. The Bible describes a series of resurrections – the saints will be resurrected at the last trump (1 Corinthians 15:35-58). Our resurrection, the whole church, will occur at the same time. As the dead in Christ are raised to glory, those remaining alive will cast off their mortal bodies (their tents) and be changed into glory, the glory of the heavenly. We will look and be like Christ in His glory: immortal, invulnerable. Now we “see but a poor reflection” then we shall see face to face… then “I shall know fully, even as I am fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:11-12) - we will be like Him and see Him as He is (1 John 3:2). So we will ever be with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:17). It is the birthing of one nation at one instant. (1 Peter 2:9, Romans 8:18-23, Isaiah 62:11-12, 66:7-8). 
This physical body, our tent, will be shed. We may be amongst those who die and await the resurrection, or we may live and our bodies be changed simultaneously, but we will all be changed (1Thessalonians 4:12-16, 1 Corinthians 15:35-58) in a twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet sound. This will declare the birth of the Children of God – a royal nation and a holy priesthood at once, those who follow Christ into Heaven, and accompany Him to establish the Kingdom of God here on earth. (Revelation 11:15, 14:4, 19:11-19) What a marvelous blessing and calling we have!
We will thereafter forever be with the Lord (John 14:1-4). John saw the multitude of saints in Heaven (Revelation Chapter 7). We see in these chapters the saints follow Christ from Heaven, as He returns to defeat Satan and uproot the earth’s kingdoms. He will set up the Kingdom of God on earth (Revelation 20:4-6, 19:11-19). We understand the saints will rule under Christ’s supreme authority as kings and priests (Revelation 20:6, Daniel 7:22, 27, Revelation 1:5-6) for a thousand years. Christ says wherever I am you will be also (John 12:26).

Eventually the heavens and the earth are permanently replaced (Isaiah 66:22) with a new heaven and a new earth (Revelation 20:1-5). This is where the saints dwell with the Father and the Son (Revelation chapter 20). The glorified Christ (Revelation 1:12-18), whose face shines like the sun in its strength is to be “wed” to the New Jerusalem. Read Revelation 19:6-10 and Revelation chapter 21. She/it, along with the inhabitants, the saints, will collectively be the Bride of Christ. Our eternal life is with Jesus in this new and glorious city.
The Wedding supper
Can one claim this Holy City, New Jerusalem, is the Church? As the Lord of the Old Testament enters a covenant relationship with Israel, the Church in the wilderness (Acts 7:38, i.e. the ‘assembly in the desert’), so also Jesus enters a covenantal relationship with the Church. Paul advised the Church regarding the marriage of husband and wife, for husbands to love their wives even as Christ loves the Church and gave His life for it. (Galatians 5:22-23). Paul clarifies here that his topic is the relationship between Christ and the Church. He refers to it as a great mystery. It is through this relationship Jesus has with the church that she attains the glory we see in Revelation 21. 
The Church is neither a building, nor an organization based on human corporations or administrations. Rather, it is a living organism, made up of many parts like a vine with its branches, or like a body with its many members. Because the church is made up of many Christians in whom the Holy Spirit dwells, the church itself is like a temple of God. It is built from “living stones” each upholding the other. Christ is the foundational “corner stone”. This is why New Jerusalem has no temple – it is the temple, where the Father and Son will live. This completeness, purity, harmony and security are depicted perfectly in this New Jerusalem, which means City of Peace, (see Appendix 2) which will eventually be re-located from Heaven to the newly re-birthed earth. 

Old Testament models help New Testament Christians understand God’s plans for them and for the earth. God’s relationship with Israel leads us to better understand Jesus relationship with the Church and our future with Him. It is the pure heart who practices pure religion (James 1:27) that will make their home with Jesus in the wonderful new world. 

Gehenna; The Grave; The Lake of Fire
Discussions of Heaven also demand clarification regarding the commonly held belief in Hell. Roughly the belief is that those who have “not accepted Christ as their Saviour” will be sent to hell at death. It is depicted as a lake of fire and eternal torment. 
Before we embark on this discussion, please recall that humans are mortal. They die. Any resurrection hinges on God’s grace. It is not inherent in us to live eternally. We do not have an “immortal soul”. 
The Bible has a number of words which are translated to ‘hell’ in our modern English. (See Appendix 3). One is the grave. Hades, from which hell is translated, is an old English word for holes for placing things in the ground, burying so to speak, in fact a century ago people would put their potatoes in ‘hell’ over the winter to preserve them. People die, and are likewise buried, like Lazarus who lay in the grave until Jesus called him forth, and like Jesus until God resurrected Him. There is no hell fire in the grave, but it is translated hell in old English. 

In Christ’s time, there was, outside Jerusalem, at Gehenna, in the Valley of Hinnom, - literally a dump, which continually burned refuse. All sorts of things were thrown in there. For instance, not only common household rubbish, but the bodies of dead animals were tossed in. This fire burned continually, but the fuel which fed it, in the form of rubbish was naturally consumed. The fire was unquenched, but it was not a torture for any poor soul. 

Finally there is a Lake of Fire, mentioned in the Book of Revelation and indeed two individuals at least are thrown into it (Revelation 20:7-10). This is the false prophet and the beast. Whether these are literal characters, or representative of religious and political systems which are abominable to God, this is their judgment and sentence.
We are in fact told of the White Throne Judgment, where those who have been raised, but do not have eternal life – the “dead” will stand before the throne of God (Revelation 20:11-15). We are told the ‘Books’ will be opened (this is most likely the Bible) and they will be judged according to what they have done and by what is written in the books. Their standard of living will be weighed against the righteous law of the Bible. Then we read some will have their names written into the Book of Life. This implies that an opportunity is open for the “dead” to learn from the books and to accept Jesus as Saviour. So many in this age, have not even heard of the name of Christ, they have not had the gospel told to them. Surely, they will have their day of salvation too. 
There is a major difference between this death and resurrection of the “dead” compared to the first (better) resurrection. We are informed that the second death has no power over those who are resurrected in Christ (Revelation 20:4-6). We are not the “dead”. Unfortunately, those whose names are not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life will in fact be thrown into the Lake of Fire. These people are dead (Isaiah 66:24). This is the second death, from which there is no resurrection. It is not clear whether this will be few or many. Please realize that humans are mortal. No-one will be tortured forever, except perhaps the Beast and the False Prophet. Are they “human” for humans cannot live in fire – they die.
A Righteous and Just God full of Mercy and Love

One must nevertheless be careful how one interprets God through our understanding of these verses. God created humans mortal. We do not have “eternal life” unless God gives it to us. God would not give eternal life to wicked human individuals. The Bible clearly distinguishes between the “righteous” and the “wicked”. God created us mortal until we elect to live in accordance with the way of Life, taught by Jesus. One can rest assured that God’s plan will provide scope for loved ones who may not have died in the faith. We understand this through those same passages which people think condemn them. 

One must review each passage of scripture and consider it in the context of the whole Bible. Each human was created in God’s image, with the purpose of entering God’s family as His holy child. May it please God to open our hearts and minds to understand these mysteries in light of His everlasting love and mercy which he extends to humans - “As in Adam, all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive”(1 Corinthians 15:24).
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Appendix 1 

What is the location of the real Mount Sinai?

Question: "What is the location of the real Mount Sinai?"

Answer: Where is the real Mount Sinai? For centuries, scholars, explorers and pilgrims have sought the location of the real Mount Sinai—the mountain of God from the biblical story of Moses and the Exodus. Today, most people are unaware that little or no evidence has surfaced that supports the traditional site called “Mount Sinai” in the south central Sinai Peninsula. In fact, it seems the only reason that the traditional site is designated “Mount Sinai” is because Helena, mother of Constantine I, decreed it as such in the early 300s AD.

Several other proposed sites for the real Mount Sinai have been suggested over the years, but no hard evidence has been produced by scholars or archaeologists to date. Robert Cornuke, an investigative explorer for B.A.S.E Institute, has said: “If we are ever to discern a correct location for the historical events recorded in the biblical Book of Exodus, it’s important to use the Scriptures as a guide, just as we would use any ancient documents that have proven reliable in the past.”

The Scriptures can help us discover the general location for the real Mount Sinai. Exodus 3:1 plainly identifies Mount Horeb (Sinai) as being in Midian: “Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.” Scripture reveals here that the region of “Midian” is undeniably the same as present-day Saudi Arabia. This has been established by numerous sources. Second, the traditional site for Mount Sinai on the Sinai Peninsula has nothing to do geographically with the “back” of a desert. By contrast, certain mountains in Saudi Arabia are on the far side or margin of a vast desert in ancient Midian.

Exodus 2:15 reveals more. After killing an Egyptian, Moses fled Egypt for safer ground: “When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian.” Egypt and its holdings would not have been safe for Moses under any circumstances. He would not have fled to the Sinai Peninsula, where archaeology shows that Pharaoh had multiple mining interests and military outposts. The Bible is clear that Moses went out of Egypt, to the land of Midian east of the Gulf of Aqaba.

The Bible makes several references to Moses returning to Egypt from Midian, including Exodus 4:19 where we read, “Now the Lord had said to Moses in Midian, ‘Go back to Egypt, for all the men who wanted to kill you are dead.’” All passages associated with Moses’ stay in Midian point toward present-day Saudi Arabia as the area to which Moses fled, subsequently met God at the burning bush, and then returned with the children of Israel.

In the New Testament, Paul wrote in Galatians 4:25, “Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia . . .” As a “Hebrew of Hebrews,” Paul’s understanding of Arabia would have been one that was consistent with Old Testament passages like 1 Kings 10:15, 2 Chronicles 9:14, Isaiah 21:13, Jeremiah 25:24, and Ezekiel 27:21, in which Arabia is clearly identified with the region east of the Gulf of Aqaba, where “kings” ruled and the “Dedanites” co-dwelt with other nomadic peoples.

So, where is the real Mount Sinai? Many Bible references seem to point away from the traditional Mount Sinai in the Sinai Peninsula and toward the mountains of Saudi Arabia. However, is there evidence to support this theory? We suggest that you check out the expeditions and discoveries of Robert Cornuke in the DVD listed below. He’s an investigator and explorer who’s put the theory to the test by documenting the evidence for the real Mount Sinai at Jabal al lawz in Saudi Arabia. Robert Cornuke's evidence is credible and compelling.

Recommended Resource: The Legend Chaser, Volumes 1 & 2 by Robert Cornuke.
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	The City of Peace
The Epistle to the Hebrews points out that Salem, the name of Melchizedek's city, means 'peace' (Gen. 14:18; Heb. 7:2). Here then, in a type, we have a "King of righteousness" ruling the 'city of peace', prophetic of Jerusalem being "the city of the great King" (Mat. 5:35) in the millennial age. 

The Assyrians used the name Ursalimmu for Salem (Heb. Shalem), whilst the Tell elAmarna tablets refer to Ura-Salim, meaning 'city of Salim', and the Ebla archives mention Urusalim. In each of these names there is a similarity-with the name Jerusalem in both its Hebrew and Chaldee (Aramaic) forms Yerushalaim and Yerushalem. (The Chaldee form is used only in the books of Ezra and Daniel.) The name Jerusalem is variously interpreted as 'foundation, vision or possession of peace'. 

Before Jerusalem finally fulfils its appointed destiny as the city of the Prince of peace, and capital city of a world at peace, it has had to experience a long period of being trodden down (trampled, NKJV) by the Gentiles (Luke 21:24). It cannot be a matter of chance that Jerusalem's former name when under Gentile Canaanite control was Jebus (Judg. 19:10), a name that translates as a place 'trodden down' or 'trampled under foot'. Just as King David captured the city of the Jebusites (1 Chron. 11:4,5) and made it his capital city, so the greater than David is to free Jerusalem from being trodden down by the Gentiles and make it truly the city of peace. 

From the time that Jebus was captured by David's army it is frequently referred to in Scripture as (Mount) Zion. The very first mention of this name is in the phrase "strong hold of Zion" (2 Sam. 5:7). We would expect that the name Zion would be as meaningful as are the names Jebus and Jerusalem. Three suggested meanings deserve consideration. as follows: 

1. a dry or parched place; 

2. a place of defence, fortress; 

3. a signpost, monument, guiding pillar 

The first two meanings above are based directly on the Hebrew word siyon (Zion), whilst the third represents the meaning of the related word siyun, which bears the sense of something conspicuous. 

Do any of these meanings have significance? The first meaning is not in accord with the purpose of God, for living waters will flow forth from Jerusalem in the age to come (Ezek. 47:1-12; Joel 3:18; Zech. 14:8). The second meaning at first sight does not fit in well with the fact that Jerusalem will be the city of peace in an age of peace. However, the idea of the protection of the righteous through salvation does make a fitting connection, as the following words of the prophet Isaiah show: "We have a strong city; God will appoint salvation for walls and bulwarks. Open the gates, that the righteous nation which keeps the truth may enter in. You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You" (Isa. 26:1-3, NKJV). 

With regard to the third meaning a signpost, monument, or guiding pillar, it has been suggested that the name Zion refers to the 'sign' that was given at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah when God provided a ram for a sacrifice in place of Isaac (Gen. 22:13,14). This typical event provides a signpost to the provision of the Lamb of God that would take away the sin of the world, a sacrifice that would be accomplished "at Jerusalem" (Luk. 9:31). 

An alternative suggestion relates to the idea of conspicuousness, for Mount Zion will be "beautiful in elevation" (Ps. 48:2, NKJV), and "the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills" (Isa. 2:2, NKJV).
By David Green
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Other Bible Teachings 

Hell and the Grave

"For You will not leave my SOUL IN SHEOL (Hell in the Authorised Version), nor will You allow Your Holy One to see CORRUPTION." Psalm 16:10 
"If I ascend up into heaven, You are there; if I make my BED IN HELL behold, You are there." Psalm 139:8 
'Hell' is not a translation 
'Hell' is not a translation. It is a word that has been inserted by translators into the Bible because of their preconceived ideas about a place of eternal torment. This idea is fast losing ground today as modern translators realise that Hebrew words like 'sheol', simply meant the grave to the original inspired writers of the Scriptures. The translators are still very shy though, and in many instances have left the word 'sheol' untranslated in modern Bible versions. This is because they can see that this word obviously means 'the grave' and not the traditional meaning. Rather than admit this though, and the folly of using the inserted word 'hell' in the past, they have just left the Hebrew word 'sheol' untranslated many times, and left the readers to make up their own minds. 

Comparing old and new translations 
The following are two interesting examples of how translating has changed by comparing the King James Version (A.V.)and the New King James Version (N.K.J.V.) of Jonah 2:2, and Isaiah 4:14: 

· Jonah 2:2  A.V. - "out of the belly of HELL cried I"  N.K.J.V. - "out of the belly of SHEOL I cried" 
· Isaiah 4:14  A.V. - "Therefore HELL hath enlarged herself"  N.K.J.V. - "Therefore SHEOL has enlarged itself" 
You will notice the same situation with Psalm 16:10 quoted as a key verse above. 

'Gehenna' the rubbish tip 
'Gehenna' or 'The valley of the son of Hinnom' which is what the Greek word means, was the rubbish tip outside of Jerusalem in the time of Jesus which was also used to burn the bodies of criminals who had suffered capital punishment. Most of the occurrences of the word 'hell' in the New Testament refer to this 'place of burning' outside of Jerusalem. 

'Hades' the unseen 
The word Hades comes from two words: 'A', which is 'Alpha', the first letter of the Greek alphabet and is a negative letter which simply means 'without'. The equivalent in English would be the word 'un'. The other word is 'eido' which means 'to see'. So 'Hades' simply means, 'unseen'. Is the 'hades' of the Bible the same place as that described in Greek Mythology? Websters Dictionary describes Hades as, "the grim god of the lower world dwelling in the abode of the dead conceived as either a dark and gloomy subterranean realm or a remote island beyond the western sea." 
Consistent Bible teaching 
If we can accept the words quoted from Psalm 16 which prophetically teach that Jesus went to 'sheol' (ie. the grave) when He died, then to be consistent with Bible teaching, we must accept that Peter meant the grave as well when He said that Jesus went to hades when he quotes Psalm 16 in Acts 2:27. Any other explanation would have Old Testament teaching contradicting the New Testament. The fact that the New Testament was written in Greek does not mean that we have to use Greek mythology to interpret Scripture. Today we use words like "lunatic", but this does not mean that we accept that somebody's mental health depends on the phases of the Moon. 

Extra info and Bible references 
'Hell' is a word that was added (interpolated) to our Bibles and is not a translation of the original language. When we see this word in scripture its true meaning is 'the grave' or 'the pit' in the Old Testament. In the New Testament this word is used with reference to the burning 'rubbish tip' that was outside of Jerusalem, known as 'the valley of the son of Hinnom' or 'gehenna'. 

· 'sheol' in the Hebrew is interpolated 'hell' or translated 'grave' or 'pit' in the Old Testament. Psalm 6:5, 9:17, 30:3; Numbers 16:30,33 

· 'hades' in the Greek is translated 'grave' or interpolated 'hell' in the New Testament. 1Corinthians 15:55, Matthew11:21, 16:18 

· 'gehenna' in the Greek is interpolated 'hell' in the New Testament. Matthew 5:22, 23:15; Luke 12:5 

All Scripture quoted is from the N.K.J.V. 

 

