Last Chance…… To “Come Out”.
“Last Chance!” When we hear these words we are galvanized to sudden action. “Last chance”…. Last chance to get that lottery ticket; that ticket to the game: or to enter that competition. 

Pay attention because this article could be the catalyst for you to begin something you may not have ever done before. It might be the catalyst for you to resume what you had once started. It may be the catalyst for you to complete what you had committed to do, but had put aside. It may have eternal significance for you. Pay attention for the time is short and you may miss your chance!

There are many doomsday articles and pronouncements and prophets who muddy the waters, confusing people and hardening our minds, but do not let that prevent you from reading this article. Stay with me, maintain focus, and pay attention ‘til the very last word. Your and your family’s future depends on you understanding what is written here. I am not the author, I am merely the messenger. You will read of these things in your own Bible. 

We live in the last days. Each child born in the last 30 or so years has been birthed into a world facing extinction from numerous and varied threats - global warming; war – both nuclear and biological; cataclysmic astrological events. We hear of these dangers and we work in partnership with each other to manage and minimize the potential for harm. However, all of us realize that even the earth is not invulnerable. We live in the last days. 

Going back 2,000 years, even when the disciples did not fully comprehend that their leader had to die for our sins and to be resurrected to glory, they nevertheless asked him for signs. They were excited about the coming Kingdom of God and asked Jesus what signs would precede his coming. 
Jesus spoke of troubled times, that lay just ahead of them, but the disciples wanted more. “What is the long-term forecast?” is what they wanted to know. 

They asked, “What will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3)

Jesus spoke about signs, giving the fig tree as an example. “Watch the fig tree”. When it sprouts new leaves “you know that summer is near”. (Verse 32-33) Jesus taught the disciples to read the signs and to be ready. This message of preparation has passed on down through the ages, being preserved for you and I today. The Lord’s prayer, re-iterates the disciples dream – “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.”

In fact, Jesus had such confidence in what he told his disciples about the end times that he commented that heaven and earth will pass away, but his words would not. (Verse 33-35)

Why would Jesus provide landmarks in time to herald his return? 

In Christchurch, New Zealand, the Anglican Cathedral with its remarkably high steeple was a landmark for the whole region. If you found your way to the cathedral, with its high spire, it orientated you to the whole city. You could then find your way around. It was built at a cross roads of east-west to north south orientation. 
The signs Jesus gave and which the disciples have passed on to us, ought to inform us, his current day followers about where we are, in time? How far away is the Kingdom?

These signs in time which Jesus gave us, let us know what to look for, but before Jesus talked about physical signs he warned the disciples not to be deceived. What did he mean deceived? What kind of deception? Why this warning? 
Revelation 12 speaks of these same times which lead up to the return of Christ. This passage identifies a problem humans have had from the beginning. Satan is a deceiver and misleads us, taking us astray from our true path.  Referring to the great deceiver Verse 9 identifies Satan as the one “who leads the whole world astray”. Other versions describe him as the one “who deceiveth the whole world”. He has done so since the time of Adam and Eve. He deceives all of humanity, but Jesus told his followers not to allow them selves to be deceived. Realise then, that even the informed person is at risk of being duped and misled. Are you deceived? 

Jesus followed this warning about not being deceived with the strangest of statements. He said “Many will come in my name” – that is to say many will come saying they represent Christ (notice not “few”, not “some”, but “many”). “Many will come in my name, saying I am the Christ (or Messiah) and will deceive many”. This is very interesting that such subtle deception (recall that Satan is the deceiver of the whole world) will come using a fundamental truth (of salvation in Christ), to deceive many. People representing Christ and recognizing him as the Saviour/Messiah, will actually be the perpetrators of erroneous teaching and lies and will deceive many. This is pivotal to this paper, so pay close attention. This is the first sign. People will be duped by MANY, who claim they represent Christ. How can this be? (Matthew 24:4-5) Please read the rest of this paper carefully.
Jesus spoke then of wars – “wars and rumours of wars”. Our generation in the Western world has had peace in our own lands. Israel, where Jesus was born, has been fraught with turmoil – with wars and skirmishes since its modern day inception in 1949. The world front is plagued with wars, skirmishes and reports of war. For us, this is a fact of life – to Jesus who lived in Roman occupied Israel, looking into the future, wars would escalate significantly. Please do not be lulled into complacency because war is a constant festering sore on the earth. Realise war is a sign, and it is the first of the signs; “nation against nation”, “kingdom against kingdom”. This must happen but the end is yet to come. 
We read of -
1. Deception in the name of Christ.

2. Wars

Next Jesus mentions famine and earthquakes. (Matthew 24:6-7)

3. Famine

4. Earthquakes

Famine implies weather disruptions and cataclysmic events that interrupt farming cycles, leaving shortages of food. Such famine can come from many causes. 

He warned of earthquakes in diverse places. 

Having recently experienced 2 major earthquakes in Christchurch, New Zealand, it has triggered much thinking. “Why? ” is a constant question after such a tragedy.  On September 4th 2010, at 4.35 am, a 7.1 magnitude quake woke the residents of Christchurch. This powerful quake shook our very souls. It took many days to comprehend the widespread nature of the quake. Many buildings were destroyed, roads damaged, houses uninhabitable, but… we said… “miraculously” no lives were lost. Only one man was badly injured and one elderly woman died of a heart attack. What a miracle!

You know, New Zealand is a number of islands situated on the volatile Pacific Rim, where the tectonic plates meet and clash occasionally. It is known affectionately as the Shaky Isles. However, Christchurch rarely has quakes of any magnitude and usually the referred energy waves we feel will have emanated from a quake many miles away. Having lived here for 30 years I felt quite safe, as many others did, until without warning, this terrible earthquake occurred, revealing a previously unknown fault line running roughly from east to west across the outer regions of this quaint and beautiful city. Interestingly, many church steeples toppled in this quake. 
As Christchurch pulled itself together, took stock of the damage, cleared the mess and began to dust themselves off amid a not inconsiderable number of aftershocks, another massive earthquake struck on Tuesday, 22nd February at 12.51 pm. How horrific it was for all, as our city centre rocked and reeled and many buildings tumbled down. Much of our beautiful historic buildings were struck down and many are dead and missing amongst the rubble. There are many stories of heroism and courage and many wonderful people working day after long day as they seek to save people, with hope diminishing as each day passes. We are today, as I write, one week post earthquake. 

The first quake which was of such magnitude, yet none killed is compared to this a second earthquake rendering much damage and loss of life. What should have been the lesson? Or after all is it just “time and chance” which happen to us all? (Ecclesiastes 9:11) Let’s let Jesus answer this question. 

Note Jesus’ next statement, after mentioning “earthquakes in divers places”. In Verse 6 he said, “…..do not be alarmed”, and in Verse 8 he says, “….these are the beginning of sorrows”. The New International Version of the Bible says, “….these are the beginning of birth pains”. This is no mistake or mistranslation, nor careless use of figurative speech. Labour and birth pains – the stress and sorrow preceding the victory of birth – these 4 things: deception, war, famine and earthquakes are the first indicators of an event of such great enormity it boggles the imagination, but read on to find out what God actually has in store for us. 
These 4 signs are followed by terrible persecution of the disciples. We have read and heard of horrific martyrdoms of people declared to be heretics across the ages. In fact, the dark ages blacked out all knowledge of the truth from the general populace as all Bibles and scripture were burned along with all books. This stamping out of knowledge was accompanied with the burning at the stake and countless atrocities against faithful people who sought to worship God in spirit and truth. (Matthew 24:9-13)
During this time, the only version of the Bible was in Latin and the only version of its contents was filtered through the mouth of pope and priest. There was much persecution and much blood shed with many holy lives lost. (Revelation 6:9-11) God will indeed avenge the pain and anguish of his beloved people. Beware this same spirit of deception will re-emerge at the end time.
God comforts his faithful martyrs but says this, “Wait.” Wait for your brothers and sisters who will be martyred like you. Please be aware in the future another great and terrible persecution will occur, inspired by Satan, the great deceiver. He will make war with the saints, yet again. (Revelation Chapter 12, especially verses 10-12 and 17) Many will be martyred in times to come. 

To re-cap: Jesus warned his faithful followers and they in turn,  passed on his message from generation to generation. These signs will precede Jesus coming as King of the Kingdom of God. 

Firstly, there will be deception by those who claim to represent him as the Messiah; secondly, wars and reports of wars; thirdly famine; and fourthly, earthquakes. These are the beginning of birth pains. 

Jesus says not to be alarmed, but to recognize it for what it is, as sign that he will return, but also as a pre-curser to further trouble, both for the people of God who keep the commandments and testimony of Jesus, and for the earth in general as it experiences these “birth pains”. 

Jesus’ faithful followers will face hatred and persecution. Take stock. On the one hand, a false religion proclaiming to operate “in Christ’s name” and on the other hand Christ’s true and faithful followers who suffer persecution. The enemy, Satan, rages, knowing his time is short. One version of “Christianity” will in fact, be the tool in the enemy’s hands as he pursues and kills the true saints of Christ. 
Be very aware that one cannot sit on the fence in these troubled times to come. Anyone familiar at all with the Book of Revelation fully understands there are two “camps” so to speak. There are those who love and obey God and there are those who persecute the followers of Jesus, (who keep the commandments and who are true to his testimony). This paper challenges you to recognize the difference and align yourself with God. Realise that just because one is labeled Christian, one is not necessarily of Christ. 
The beginning of birth pangs mentioned in Jesus “signs” is spoken about in Romans 8:18-23. If the earth is in “labour” what will she bring forth? God is the Father of a generation of believers who are called the “children of God”. At Jesus’ return, many things happen, one of which is the birth to glory of God’s own children. (Read 1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.) This is also predicting both Jesus’ return and the redemption of all faithful followers of Christ, those who love, obey and worship the Father through Jesus our Saviour, who redeems us from the earth. 

Satan has sought to prevent this, from the time of the Garden of Eden. His key tool has always been deception. Please do, dear reader, take this seriously. Jesus gave his disciples these signs to warn them. “Do not be deceived.” he said. 

There is one more key you need from history and from the Bible to help you discern whether you are among Christ’s flock who hear his voice, or whether you are of the many who claim to be Christ’s, but are not. 

You will read in Revelations, of three outstanding characters who are empowered by Satan. Remember his number one tool is deception and he uses Christ’s own name to deceive. These three characters are “the beast” (Revelation Chapter 13), the false prophet (Revelation 16:13-14) and the whore, also known as Babylon the Great (Revelation Chapters 17-18). It is to this whore that we will turn your attention. A woman in Biblical figurative terms is a religious system. In Revelations, two women are portrayed primarily. The woman of Revelation 12 and Revelation 19 comprise all the faithful people who enter a covenantal relationship with Christ, the Lamb. Ephesians 5:22-33 shows the relationship of Christ to the Church, is that of husband and wife. She is faithful and betrothed to him (Revelation 19:6-9). 
The other woman is the great whore who sits astride a beast and over many waters. Read all of Revelation Chapter 18. She has religious and political clout because she has formed alliances with kings of the earth, with Satan himself and is represented by the false prophet. She sits on many waters. Waters represent the nations of the earth over whom she presides. She is responsible for the death of the saints, becoming drunk on their blood. She will come to a sudden and bitter end. She leads astray all nations by her magic (Verse 23). This religious system has incredible influence with kings (world leaders), and with merchants (financial sector) and she traffics in all kinds of trade, even that of human souls (Revelation 18:12-13). 

We saw that deception of the many arises from religious quarters who claim to represent Christ. We saw that saints will be persecuted by this powerful tool of Satan. Unless you are aware you will be swept up into this system, but God says this, “Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share her sins, so that you will not share in any of her plagues; for her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes.” (Revelation 18:4-5).
Some of you may be aware already of the religious system this refers to, but do not be deceived this insidious lie has breadth and depth you would not believe. 

Why is the whore known as Babylon? Babylon was destroyed, so how can she be alive and so powerful and influential at the time of the end? It is because the “mystery religion” lives on yet today. 

So much of what the world sees as “Christian” ritual and observances are actually adopted practices from ancient pagan religions, into modern and mainstream Christianity. Many do not realize pagan customs preside in so-called Christian ceremony and ritual. Well-known worship schedules and practices in no way represent Christ, nor his customs, nor his teaching. These are deceptions, to dupe the world and the world is indeed duped. If you know these things, then you have a choice: to knowingly participate in the deception, or to step away from it. Each of us can choose to share in her sins or not. If you have not realized the ancient pagan religious practices are observed by many churches, then look carefully at the practices and icons you hold dear, if they are biblical or if they are not. If they are not, then they are most likely to have come to you via the Babylonian system. 
This Babylon is responsible for martyring the children of God, for killing the followers of Christ. It is not operating as Christ’s representatives. It is deceptive. It is full of filth and wickedness and God’s wrath will be brought down swiftly upon it. 

Finally, you may say, “I am an atheist” or “I am agnostic”. Unfortunately, in Revelations which describe the visions Jesus showed to John, this powerful alliance of church and state will force people into two camps. One camp comprises of those who are under the power of the Beast, and one camp is made up of the true followers of Christ. The Beast, a most powerful, influential world power and end time political state and the prostitute, the great, wicked false church, will work together in harmony for a season persecuting the saints. Their influence is universal and an individual is either “marked” by them or marked (sealed) by God. You will choose, whether you think you are religious or not. Make no mistake, you are with God, in his camp, or you are with Satan in his camp. There is nothing quite like a deception that makes you believe you are not deceived or that makes you think you are above all this or that you are not touched by this. 

Just as the Christchurch quake affected each of us in this region, so the influence of this great religio-political power will reach you. You will choose – even by neglect you will have made a passive choice. 
God is love, but he is also just. He gave us good information on how to live. He preserved good information – despite the dark ages and outrageous attempts to destroy all knowledge – in the pages of your very own Bible. (If you do not have a Bible, get one now. Either second hand or new, the message is true.) 
God, in his love, through Jesus, gave us good information. He tells us of troubles to come and he even tells us which side of the fence to jump over to. Ultimately, God alone will gain victory: Victory over Babylon who persecutes and kills his faithful people; Victory over the Beast, the false prophet and the whore and victory over all wickedness and deception with ultimate victory over the deceiver and enemy of all mankind, Satan the Devil. 

Christchurch’s earthquake is a part of a very big wake-up call to the whole earth. What was most puzzling about the Christchurch earthquakes was what happened to the churches. On September 4th, many, many church steeples fell. On February 22nd, the cathedral in the centre of the city was completely destroyed, losing its steeple and leaving its buildings so damaged it will most likely be pulled down. Not only that, but in the city all the old church buildings fell. What kind of God cannot protect his own places of worship? Actually, these places of worship are not places where the great God of Heaven, the creator and sustainer of the whole universe resides – these are not places he has placed his name. He places his name on the hearts and minds of his true believers who worship and obey him in spirit and in truth.
If you want to escape the wrath of God, if you want to land on two feet and stand at the coming of Christ, do then take this warning seriously. “Do not let anyone deceive you.” “Come out of her my people that you do not share in her sins and so that you do not share in her plagues.”
God bless you all who read this. In prayer, learn to worship him in spirit and in truth, and he will lead you to safety through these calamitous times which are coming upon the world. 

