Is the Moon Guy Right?

... and What does he have to do with the Fish Guy. 
(for a full appreciation of this paper, please read all of the Book of Jonah)

Anyone who attended Bible classes as a child will remember the story of Jonah. It’s a remarkable story which captures the imagination of child and adult alike. We are all appalled by certain low points of his story, and delighted by its highlights. 
A number of lessons are hidden in this simple story. It provides food for thought and guidance to us today. Jonah was a prophet. Prophets warn people about what is to come. For them to prophecy they will have had some future events revealed in some way by the Great Creator God. In each prophet’s story is a constant theme and Jonah is no exception. 

He was commanded by God to go on a journey to warn the people of Ninevah about impending calamity. Jonah was not impressed with his commission and dared to defy God. He escaped and fled in the opposite direction hoping to make it to Tarshish. Boarding a ship in Joppa, he went below deck for a nap, and fell into a deep sleep. 

Meanwhile a storm came up, threatening the lives of all on board. The sailors sought help from each of their gods, but no help came. They woke Jonah telling him to pray too. He introduced himself as a Hebrew, whose God was the creator of all. They feared for their lives realizing Jonah’s God trumped their own, and cast lots (a procedure to show God’s will and intention) and found Jonah to be the one who had ultimately been responsible for the pickle they were in. Rather than throw him overboard, they rowed madly for shore, but as they went the storm became far worse. 

Eventually they decided they had to cast Jonah overboard, lest they all perish in the storm. They prayed to God, the real God, declaring him to be just, begging forgiveness for what they were doing and chucked Jonah overboard. Immediately the seas calmed. The sailors were awed and praised God, making vows to him. Jonah, however, was in real trouble, and even more so, when a great fish swallowed him up. As the story continues, we realist this was God’s way of both protecting Jonah and ensuring the people of Ninevah got a fair deal.
The huge fish had swallowed Jonah and he survived 3 days and 3 nights in the depths of darkness in its belly. Finally after this arduous ordeal, Jonah submitted to God’s will, praying to him to rescue him from this watery grave. Jonah mourned for his lost life and his lost relationship with God. His prayer was heard Jonah 2:8 as he acknowledged God’s sovereignty in his own life and honoured his vow, his obligation to God. After this Jonah was spewed up from his strange tomb and beached onto the shore near Ninevah. 
God once again commanded Jonah to go to Ninevah and preach, as he had been originally been instructed. He was to tell them that God knew about their wickedness. Jonah1:1-2. Ninevah was a huge city, taking 3 days to walk from one end to the other. Johan set out and walked one whole day, preaching. “Forty days” and “Ninevah will be destroyed.” Now something remarkable occurred. The people “believed in God; they proclaimed a fast” and wore sackcloth (hessian). These were recognized signs of humility and repentance, in subjection to God. The King’s proclamation was that every person and beast were to fast, having neither food or water. He commanded that all wear sackcloth and he commanded every person to renounce their wicked behaviour – repenting of the evil they had done.
Jonah, the reluctant prophet must have had a pretty impassioned preaching style after his own near death experience and “re-birth” that even this wicked gentile nation would heed his warning and repent. 
The most amazing thing is that God heard their prayer and saw their changed attitude, their changed behaviour and he relented. Disaster did not strike.

Jonah found this very hard to accept. He spoke with God, complaining, “I knew you were a God of tenderness and compassion.” Jonah was confused about his own role and went out of the city waiting for its destruction. Jonah had less mercy and compassion and wanted his trip to have been worthwhile, after all, he had suffered much. If after 40 days no destruction was to come, he would seem false and the people’s hearts would harden against him. 

While he waited, a shady plant grew up to give him protection from the harsh hot wind and sun. This was from God, and Jonah was delighted, but next day, the plant died. Jonah mourned for the plant and was exposed to harsh sun and hot winds. He himself was so miserable, he wanted to die. Jonah was angry with God. But God challenged the way Jonah was thinking. Why be angry about the plant? You put no effort into its life or growth. God compared Jonah’s attitude to the plant with his own compassion for Ninevah’s inhabitants – human and animal – a population of about 120,000, who lived in darkness and ignorance. 

Jonah’s story is ancient and has about it a deep reassurance regarding God’s supremacy; his right to judge; and even more importantly, his right to extend mercy and compassion. 
Christchurch, New Zealand has suffered 2 major earthquakes. The first left us with significant damage across the city, but with no loss of life. (One elderly woman died from a heart attack, and one man was seriously injured). 

The second left us with extreme damage across the city, and many dead and many more injured, some permanently disabled. 

We, in New Zealand have been given dire predictions of further earthquakes by a person who considers the effects of natural elements on the earth’s crust, which he claims trigger earthquakes. This man has given Christchurch another 2 weeks before another major earthquake strikes. Two weeks from the writing of this paper, perhaps even less. 

God does not cause the earthquakes, although they have always been occurring across time. God’s desire is that none should perish. (2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance). 

We have learned 3 things from studying Jonah’s story. 

· God is merciful

· People have opportunity to repent

· God has the power to prevent calamity

What does the MOON Guy have to do with the “FISH Guy”

Christchurch can heed the inherent message, when calamity is predicted. The message of Jonah speaks to us today. We are to repent of our sin. 

What is sin? It is the breaking of the Law. (1 John 3:4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresses also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.) 
Which Law? The 10 Commandments written by the very hand of God. (Matthew 19:16-18 King James Version 16And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?  17And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.  18He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness,) It is clear the law spoken of is the well known 10 commandments. 
Let’s put behind us all sin. Let us acknowledge that God is our Saviour. He is our redeemer and our protector. Let’s worship him as the sailors learned to do, as Jonah learned to do and as Ninevah’s citizens learned to do. Let’s acknowledge God, as Sovereign in our lives, whether we are rich or poor, great or small and let us repent. To repent is to stop doing what is wicked. 

What is wickedness? If what you do is not entirely out of love for God and love for your fellow man, then it is sin. We can learn to love God with our whole hearts. We can learn to love our neighbour as ourself. 
The Moon Guy might be right. The Moon Guy might be wrong, but Jonah’s message is eternal and always right. God is powerful and as creator, he can intervene on our behalf. The earthquake which the Moon Guy predicted might not happen or it might, but God can prevent calamity upon calamity. 

Worship and obey him. This is our only hope, for now and for eternity. 

Exodus 20 (New Living Translation)

Exodus 20 The 10 Commandments. 

 Then God gave the people all these instructions:

“I am the Lord your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery. 

1. “You must not have any other god but me.

2.  “You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or on the earth or in the sea.  You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children; the entire family is affected—even children in the third and fourth generations of those who reject me. 6 But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations on those[b] who love me and obey my commands.
 
3.  “You must not misuse the name of the Lord your God. The Lord will not let you go unpunished if you misuse his name.
  
4. “Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  You have six days each week for your ordinary work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest dedicated to the Lord your God. On that day no one in your household may do any work. This includes you, your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, your livestock, and any foreigners living among you.  For in six days the Lord made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and everything in them; but on the seventh day he rested. That is why the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and set it apart as holy.
  
5. “Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life in the land the Lord your God is giving you.
 
6.  “You must not murder.
  
7. “You must not commit adultery.
 
8.  “You must not steal.
  
9. “You must not testify falsely against your neighbor.
  
10. “You must not covet your neighbor’s house. You must not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.
