Inspiration  from The Maasai Women 

Recently we have made a new contact with a man, Julius Lenkume from Kenya. He is an overseer of a number of local congregations serving about 300 people. He is married with 3 children and in his early 40’s. The church he belongs to began about 15 years ago from under a tree in his mother’s backyard. He is from the Maasai nation or tribe and he told me a little about his people. 

Theirs is a subsistence culture where livelihood depends on crops they plant. There is no irrigation, so their harvest relies entirely on rain. Julius reports that his people are at times lucky to have one meal a day, but if the rains fail, they do not eat!

These people are Sabbath keepers and very enthusiastic and dedicated. Not only are they Sabbath keepers, but they also are looking forward to the Feast of Tabernacles. Where they keep the Feast, they have no electricity, no amenities. They will have maybe 100 people attending the Feast, men, women and children. I have printed off a picture or two Julius sent me. In these gatherings, there may be as many as 5 people sharing one Bible. 

This gave me pause for thought. How blessed we are that we can open our Bibles any time and read, study and glorify God any time day and night, and any day of the week or year, but many of these people do not even have regular meals, and may have to wait for a Sabbath service to read scripture alongside a generous friend who shares his Bible. Some might not even get to the weekly Sabbath service or only intermittently.

The conditions these people live in has given me a deep sense of gratitude, but also an appreciation that we are not an “island”, our brethren, God’s children, are spread across the globe.

Nevertheless, this is not what I wish to speak about. I want to talk about the women. You will know that in almost every culture, women toil long and hard to feed  and care for their families. 

With no irrigation and unreliable rain, the women fetch water in clay pots which they carry on their heads. These pots with 20 liters of water, weigh over 20kg. I imagine it to be very tiring. Presently they will be storing water and supplies for the feast. This will mean many trips to the river which is about a kilometer away. It is this image which struck me so deeply that I wish to share with you.
Turn to 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness,"[a]made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

 7But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.

Paul describes us as vessels of clay – containing a treasure which shows God’s power, not our own. The Maasai women, these noble creatures, demonstrate in their toil and service the valuable mission God has given each of us. 

Turn to John 4:1 1The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, 2although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 

 4Now he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

 7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 

 9The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.[a]) 

 10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 

 11"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?" 

 13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 

Jesus told the Samaritan woman who drew water for him, that if she knew who she was speaking to she would ask and he would give her “living water” and that whoever drinks this water would never thirst, but would himself become a “spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

As the Maasai women go to the river for their water to carry to others, so we go to Jesus who is our “river of living waters”.

John 7:37-39 37On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, as[a] the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." 39By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Here we see that Jesus is the source of “living water”. Living water is the Holy Spirit. 

The Maasai women carry the water to others to drink. If we are vessels of clay carrying this treasure, then what are we to do, and how are we to do it?

The Maasai women carry water to the people who need it. Like them, we carry the Holy Spirit – the living water which gives life, to those who need it.

Revelation 22:1 1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb

Jesus is the source of the water of life. We recently, in our little Bible Study group read an article which showed the pre-Christian baptism ritual from Judaism. Baptism of proselytes was always into “living waters”. These waters were continuously flowing from their source. Even the Mikvah’s – baptismal pools were engineered on flowing streams of water.

When we are baptized into “living waters” we are baptized into Christ. The original word for baptism implied that the item being immersed takes on the attributes of that into which it is being immersed. Dying of wool or other cloth provides a great example of this.

So when we are “baptized into Christ” the living water, we take on his characteristics, not as an outward cover, but with the laying on of hands we receive Christ in ourselves, absorbed into our very essence in the form of the Holy Spirit. We are now receptacles – vessels of clay – of this most Holy Treasure. This is also how the church is built up to a Holy Temple of living stones. 

1 Peter 2:4-10As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For in Scripture it says: 
   "See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
      a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
   and the one who trusts in him 
      will never be put to shame."[a] 7Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 
   "The stone the builders rejected 
      has become the capstone,[b]"[c] 8and, 
   "A stone that causes men to stumble 
      and a rock that makes them fall."[d] They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. 

 9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

1 Corinthians 3:9 9For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.
Ephesians 2:19-22  19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

We are a chosen people, a royal priesthood and a holy nation. We are a people belonging to God – not ourselves – presenting ourselves as living sacrifices in God’s service and as instruments of righteousness. 

Romans 12:1 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual[a] act of worship.

Romans 6:13 13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.
My challenge to you here is to search out and understand what this actually means – to be in God’s service delivering this living water to others who are thirsty. 

Romans 12 demonstrates some of the ways this power of God, works within the church. It is in how we behave and how we think. How we seek God’s will to please him. It is in humility according to faith. It is in how we work together equally depending on one another and caring for one another, because we also belong to one another. And it is in how we use the marvelous gifts God gives us through his Holy Spirit – contributing to the needs of others as we love one another. 

1 Corinthians 13 tells us what love is. Romans 12 also has a  few detailed instructions which blueprint loving behaviour. However, the purpose of this discuss today is to pursue what it means to be the transporters and carriers of this most precious commodity, the Holy Spirit – to those who need it most, the thirsty multitudes. 

All Christians understand there is at least a twofold mission achieved through the Church. Peter was told to “Feed my sheep” – we know this means that God’s children need nurturing environments within the church, in which to grow to spiritual maturity. The church cares for the church and the miraculous gifts God gives us help us to do this in a context of genuine love and concern. We also understand Jesus final instructions were to “grow” the church. “Preach the gospel” and “make disciples” and “teach them all things I have commanded you”.  Matthew 28:16-20, Mark 16:15-16
Of course the family is a great analogy of how individuals are nurtured, and mature within this supportive and loving environment. In our church family, the difference is that people come in from the outside and are given Christ’s name, and his Holy Spirit. We have to literally adopt them into the family, embrace them as new babes in Christ.

However, returning to the subject matter, there is only one way to reach out to those who are thirsty and that is by bringing the Word to them. The Word is truth about Jesus and the role he plays in restoring us from death to life. The gospel starts with this “root” and encapsulates the whole story from Genesis to Revelation. 

Along with the principle of us being the vessels that carry the living water so others can drink deeply, is an equally important feature of a Christian. WE are also “lights”  to a dark world. 

We must not hide our lights under a bushel, but lift it up- lift ourselves up and expose what we have, which is light – the light of the gospel, the truth of Christ. It is love and it is uprightness and it is the Holy Spirit. 

God is in the business of harvesting people, redeeming them from Satan’s grasp and restoring them to his bosom, so to speak. And he has charged us collectively and individually to work for him and with him and with each other. 

You will recall again from Paul’s discussion in 1 Corinthians 14, that God gave us all gifts to satisfy needs in the church and its work, through our roles – perhaps where it says appointed this means we have been appointed to positions or roles or jobs which we do in God’s twofold mission for the church. 

Bringing the light, bringing the living water in these vessels of clay involves some form of getting the message of God’s love out there to others. What the world most craves is love and love is what God has in great abundance. What can we do to bring people to God so they too can share in his love as his children?

Finally before we open this up to discussion, I would like to acknowledge that I do understand that this is not the only day of salvation, that the harvest festivals do teach about the great late harvest to God, but I also know that Christ said the fields are white and ready to harvest. Pray the father for more workers. 
We have a millennial job which we are being prepared for but we have a here and now job too. Let’s not hide our light, nor bury our talent, but carry this precious commodity to the thirsty populace. It is like this “out of our bellies will flow rivers of living water” so “let’s be about our father’s business”. 

Please read Julius’s letter. 

We always speak freely in this bible study group, so please feel free to say what is on your mind. 

