Holiness versus Profane and Common

Israel, the first covenant people was meant to discern between the Holy and the profane, or common (defiled). Yes the Israelites were given many rules, laws and ordinances to help them discern what was holy versus what was unclean or common. They themselves, as long as they remained in the Holy Covenant relationship with God, were Holy – so much so, they were segregated from other nations around them, who worshipped other gods. The food they ate was “clean”. The way they lived was “clean” and they underwent ceremonial washings to symbolize their “clean” status, to remain able to participate in ceremonial worship. Anything unclean or common was shunned. God condemned the priests when the nation slid into idolatry, saying they had profaned His Holy Name. (Ezekiel 23:26-30).

Leviticus 19 shows what it meant to be Holy. “Be Holy, because I the Lord your God, am Holy.” God instructed them in “holiness”, the key to which was in their behaviour – in respecting and honouring their parents, in observing the Sabbath and worshipping God alone. It was also in caring for the poor, the disenfranchised and the journeyman. It was in honesty and in consideration and justice. (Verses 1-18) It was in their attitude toward others – “Love your neighbour as yourself”. They were to keep all God’s instructions as part of being Holy (Verse 37).

How are Christians to be then? If Israel was to be Holy, would our standard be any less? We are to “aim for perfection” (1 Corinthians 13:11) and even reflecting the same turn of phrase used for Israel – “Be perfect, as your Heavenly Father is perfect” says Jesus. This means to be “complete” and has an inference of being consummate in character (see Strong’s concordance). Jesus attained this level of completeness. He was the complete man. (Colossians 2:10). “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form and you, have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority”. Perhaps to be perfect is to model our lives completely on Christ. Another way of expressing this is, “that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.” (Colossians 4:12).

It is the Spirit of Christ in us that makes us “clean” and holy and which perfects us, not any ritual, nor observances of any laws or rules. However, there is considerable instruction in the New Testament about how we are to maintain both a good and right attitude and how to be holy. It is however Jesus in-dwelling which makes us Holy (Romans 11:16). We are to remain pure by separating ourselves from evil, “from everything that corrupts body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God” (2 Corinthians 6:14- 7:1).

