Feast of Trumpets 2010, (11th Sept, 2010)
What does this ancient festival teach us about Christ’s return?

This article explores the breadth of meaning associated with the blowing of Trumpets in Israel and delves into prophecy and the Book of Revelations to better understand the relationship of the Feast of Trumpets to the outworking of God’s plan.

We have traditionally thought of the Feast of Trumpets as the “Last Trump” when the dead in Christ are raised and we see it as the time of our “change”, so whether dead or alive, we will be caught up together with Christ in the clouds forever to be with the Lord. (1 Corinthians 15: 51-58, Thessalonians 4: 14 -18 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage each other with these words.

We observe The Feast of Trumpets (or Day of Trumpets) as part of a holy day schedule given to the Israelites in Leviticus 23:23-25 The LORD said to Moses, 24 "Say to the Israelites: 'On the first day of the seventh month you are to have a day of rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts. 25 Do no regular work, but present an offering made to the LORD by fire.
Trumpet blasts were blown for the beginning of each month, Numbers 10:1-10, but also were to be blown for a number of other reasons. Trumpets were a call to assemble, hence all Israel were to gather at each new moon, or in other words, each new month. These Moon Festivals were also commanded festivals, although not part of the Holy Day Schedule (of Leviticus 23). Just as a matter of interest, burnt offerings were offered each new moon festival. See  Numbers 28:11-15, but these were not Sabbaths, that is, until the 1st day of the 7th month. It is not just a New Moon Festival, but also part of the Sabbath and Holy Day schedule. Six new moons had occurred previously, but the 7th New Moon was given a special place in the Holy Worship Schedule of Israel.
What are the Reasons for Trumpets to be Sounded?

The Bible reveals that the trumpet was to be blown when the nation assembled and when they went into battle (when an enemy was oppressing them) and it was to be blown when the people were rejoicing.  1 The LORD said to Moses: 2 "Make two trumpets of hammered silver, and use them for calling the community together and for having the camps set out. 3 When both are sounded, the whole community is to assemble before you at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 4 If only one is sounded, the leaders—the heads of the clans of Israel—are to assemble before you. 5 When a trumpet blast is sounded, the tribes camping on the east are to set out. 6 At the sounding of a second blast, the camps on the south are to set out. The blast will be the signal for setting out. 7 To gather the assembly, blow the trumpets, but not with the same signal. The trumpets blasted a different sounding for gathering as an assembly to that blown for shifting camp.
 8 "The sons of Aaron, the priests, are to blow the trumpets. This is to be a lasting ordinance for you and the generations to come. 9 When you go into battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing you, sound a blast on the trumpets. Then you will be remembered by the LORD your God and rescued from your enemies. (Trumpet calls gained God’s attention to intervene and help his chosen people.) 
10 Also at your times of rejoicing—your appointed feasts and New Moon festivals—you are to sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, [a] and they will be a memorial for you before your God. I am the LORD your God."

Historically, trumpets were a major contributor to the downfall of Jericho’s wall. Jericho was the first of Israel’s conquests on entering the Promised Land. 7 priests were given 7 trumpets which were blown as the Israelites marched around the city, on each of 7 days. On the final day the people were told to shout out, and the trumpets blasted. Then the walls of Jericho fell. 
Annually also, the trumpets blasted, to call in each Holy Day, significantly this included the Day of Atonement, and we will see this connection later. 
The Significance of the Number 7
Another feature of the Feast of Trumpets is the consistency of the counting of 7. We recognize the Sabbath rest on the 7th day. God rested and offered us opportunity to spend time in communion and worship with him while in the Garden. So too the weekly Sabbath offers us free time, holy time on the 7th day to worship our Creator, our Saviour. 

We understand the counting of 50 days toward Pentecost and the “Wave Loaves” offering, based on this 7 day template in time. We arrive at Pentecost, after counting 7 weekly Sabbaths from the wave sheaf offering (which in hindsight foretold of Jesus resurrection), to when the wave loaves were offered (representing the resurrection of the saints, or church) and the favour God gives the Church in the form of His Holy Spirit (Acts chapters 1-3). 

Likewise, we also recognize the Sabbath “rest” of the land, knowing that on the 7th year, the Sabbath of the land, when the soil rested, was observed. Like the weekly Sabbath this was also a time of rest, and refreshing. It would not be hard to imagine that the whole agricultural community was experiencing a rest in the 7th year – perhaps it was a bit of a “down time” for the whole community. Leviticus 25:1-7.

So a direct parallel exists linking Pentecost to the Jubilee year, held after the 7th Sabbath of the Land. The Jubilee was marked by the blowing of trumpets on the Day of Atonement in the 49th year, which heralded in the Jubilee year. (Leviticus 25:8-end of the chapter)
The Year of Jubilee 

 8 " 'Count off seven sabbaths of years—seven times seven years—so that the seven sabbaths of years amount to a period of forty-nine years. 9 Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout your land. 10 Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each one of you is to return to his family property and each to his own clan. 11 The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; do not sow and do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the untended vines. 12 For it is a jubilee and is to be holy for you; eat only what is taken directly from the fields. 

 13 " 'In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to his own property. 

 This time of release and liberty and freedom –we now know, finds its ultimate expression in the work of Jesus, in the gospel Luke 4:18-19 quoted from Isaiah 61:1-2  

18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
      because he has anointed me 
      to preach good news to the poor. 
   He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
      and recovery of sight for the blind, 
   to release the oppressed, 
    19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."[a]
Jesus frees us from captivity, from sin and death and from the hold of Satan, and brings us to the glorious liberty of Jesus Christ. Galatians 5:1

 1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
These countings of 7 culminate in the Millenium, at Jesus return when he releases the entire earth from Satan’s hold. Revelation 20: 1-3

1And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.

So we have connected the symbolism of trumpets and the counting of 7, and have related this to the concept of freedom in Christ, through association with Pentecost and the Jubilee. This freedom extends firstly to the church, but at Jesus return we understand that the time of Satan’s influence is over, God wrenches his kingdom back from Satan and restrains him, so he can no longer deceive the world. We understand the Millenium to be a kind of 7th day again, where a day is as a thousand years to God.  It is said that there have been 6 “days” of man under Satan’s sway, and the final “day” or thousand years, is under the righteous rule of our Saviour. 

The 7th Month – what can we Expect?

The Feast of Trumpets provides corroborating evidence to the pattern of 7. Each new moon, the start of each month, was marked by the blowing of the trumpet. Offerings were given as well on this day and the people gathered for the New Moon Festivals, but the 7th Month, the First of the Month was a Sabbath, it is part of the Holy Day Calendar, part of the Worship schedule and as we know from Passover and Pentecost, it must also have an integral meaning linked to God’s saving Grace. The 7th month, is a special month, in the same way the Sabbath is a special day, in the same way the 7th year is a year of rest and in the same way the millennium offers rest in Christ to the whole world. 
So we can put our minds to what happens in this 7th month. It would seem that Trumpets, the first day of the 7th month, and Atonement on the 10th day are not harvest festivals. They sit alongside the harvest of God. They build up to the final great harvest, but they are not harvest festivals. They are “days”, not harvest festivals: These are not “days of salvation”. But, if not harvest festivals, then what are they?
Trumpets Declare Christ’s Return and the Day of the Lord (God’s Wrath)

It is possible that the blowing of trumpets for each new moon continuously predicts the coming of Jesus. Look at Joel 2 :1

1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
       sound the alarm on my holy hill. 
       Let all who live in the land tremble, 
       for the day of the LORD is coming. 
       It is close at hand-
Trumpets will herald Christ’s return. We see in Revelation Chapters 6-7, the opening of a scroll sealed with 7 seals, the first 4 seals imitate what we saw in Matthew 24 as the events which precede Christ’s coming, but these are the beginning of sorrows. 

2 a day of darkness and gloom, 
       a day of clouds and blackness.
Joel 3:9-16. This Day of the Lord is the time when the nations will be judged.

12 "Let the nations be roused; 
       let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, 
       for there I will sit 
       to judge all the nations on every side. 

 13 Swing the sickle, 
       for the harvest is ripe. 
       Come, trample the grapes, 
       for the winepress is full 
       and the vats overflow— 
       so great is their wickedness!" 
Notice the similarity to Revelation 14:17-20. In verse 14-16, an actual harvest of the earth has been taken – this is most likely a salvation harvest. But from verse 17 we see another sickle used by a completely different angel. 
17Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, "Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth's vine, because its grapes are ripe." 19The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God's wrath. 20They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press….” This is the winepress of God’s wrath.
Returning to Joel 3 verse 14

 14 Multitudes, multitudes 
       in the valley of decision! 
       For the day of the LORD is near 
       in the valley of decision. 

 15 The sun and moon will be darkened, 
       and the stars no longer shine. 

 16 The LORD will roar from Zion 
       and thunder from Jerusalem; 
       the earth and the sky will tremble. 
       But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, 
Judgment is a comfort to God’s people, but fear-laden for the unrighteous.
The 7 Trumpets of Revelation Unfold the Mystery of God
In Revelation again, the 6th seal is when the sun and moon are darkened. Revelation 6:12. Each of the seals opens up another chapter of God’s wrath, the wrath of the lamb. Rebellious humanity will gather to fight our King and Lord in the Valley of Jehoshaphat.
Now the 7th seal, remembering that the scroll is about God’s judgement on the earth, the 7th seal shows 7 angels being given 7 trumpets. Plagues and disaster strike the earth. The 5th trump to the 7th trumpet call, are known as the 3 woes. We see these unfold in Revelation Chapter 9. However, mankind does not yet repent Verse 20-21. Humanity is not ready to accept Jesus as their King. 

Chapter 10 of Revelation is about the little book and the 7 thunders. This revelation is not documented, It is to be revealed at a later time. (Rev 10:4, 11). Now, as the 7th angel is about to sound, the “mystery of God will be accomplished”. Revelation 10:7 John is told he will yet prophecy to many peoples, nations, languages and kings. I believe these things will become clear for the church as time progresses.
Revelations 11 is about the two witnesses. God’s “temple” will be measured – does this refer to the church? The Holy City will be trampled for 3 ½ years, 42 months, 1260 days, while the two witnesses prophesy. They have amazing miraculous powers and God’s protection is on them, until a beast comes up from an abyss and attacks and kills them. After 3 days the breath of life enters them and they stand on their feet again, and are invited to join Heaven. This is the 2nd woe or the 6th Trumpet call. Which brings our attention to the 7th Trumpet of the Book of Revelation. 

The sound of the 7th Trumpet is Accompanied by an Amazing Proclamation. 

Revelation 11:15.
"The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 
      and he will reign for ever and ever." 
I think chapter 11 concludes this part of Revelation. It would appear that Chapter 12 is not a following passage, in this sequence, but explains the persecution of the church over history, but it is important to note that the target of Satan’s anger is the church – those who obey God’s commandments and  keep the testimony of Jesus. Satan is filled with fury (Rev 12: 12). He knows that his time is short. 
The trumpets sound, they herald Christ’s return, at the final trumpet, the seventh trumpet, Christ will take over the reins of the kingdoms of the whole world. This is also the time when the faithful servants of the Lord are rewarded, just after the 7th trumpet sounds. Revelation 11:17-18.
"We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
      the One who is and who was, 
   because you have taken your great power 
      and have begun to reign. 
 18The nations were angry; and your wrath has come. 
   The time has come for judging the dead, 
      and for rewarding your servants the prophets 
   and your saints and those who reverence your name, 
      both small and great— 
   and for destroying those who destroy the earth."
The Role of the 7 Trumpets

· The trumpets call God’s people to him to assemble in worship, and at the resurrection we will again assemble. 
· The trumpets also declare God’s wrath to be poured out on a wicked generation.

· The trumpets warn Satan that his time is short. 
· The trumpets declare that Christ will free the world from Satan. 
· The trumpets herald a time of peace which will be experienced by the whole world as it rests from strife and trouble. Our strife is the result of Satan deceiving all humanity, starting with Adam and Eve in the Garden. 

The 7th Trumpet brings in the 7th month of the year, and in line with the theme of the Sabbath, it also represents the intervention of Jesus in a world troubled by evil and wickedness. Jesus offers this world rest, just like he offered it to Israel originally, and later to Christians. Rest to mankind is physical, but the Trumpets call in a time of spiritual refreshing and freedom from turmoil. As such, the 7th Trump calls in the amazing 1,000 year rest which the whole world will experience – The Millenium. 
