Faith (a topic for deep meditation, and a treasure to grasp)
FAITH: Part 2
What is it we believe? 
What is it we have faith in? Returning to the Letter to the Romans (Chapter 1), Paul declares that the gospel is the power of the Almighty for salvation. To whom, is salvation extended? To all who have faith in it – Jew and non Jew (Gentile)! Verse 16 says, quoting Habakkuk, “the righteous will live by faith”. To live in the context of the salvation message is eternal life. This implies how we live – we live by faith – and that because of faith, we will enter eternal life.  Paul also says God’s righteousness is revealed in the gospel message. 

So the gospel is the power of the Almighty; it is the evidence of his righteousness which is revealed in it by faith and for faith (Moffatt) or righteousness by faith from first to last (NIV) or “righteousness….. from faith to faith” as in the KJV. (Romans 1:17). This phraseology in each version is confusing because it technically is nonsensical to our modern usage of this word. Is faith the launch pad and the destination? How can that be? So what does “faith to faith” mean? And how can we put it into terminology we can understand, have confidence in and convey to another? 
In Chapter 10:8, Paul quotes from Deuteronomy 30:14. God offers life and what he asks of us is not too hard – “Choose life” he told the Israelites (Verse 19). Paul shows us how we might enter life. “The word is close to you, in your very mouth and in your heart (that is the word of faith which we preach). Confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead and you will be saved; for with his heart, man believes and is justified, with his mouth he confesses and is saved. No-one who believes in him, the scripture says, will ever be disappointed…. Everyone who invokes the name of the Lord, will be saved”. (Romans 10:8-13). Faith is our essential first step. Faith cannot be “fudged”. It is both what we say with our mouth and what we believe with our heart.
God’s righteousness is revealed in the gospel “by faith and for faith”, from “faith to faith” and by “faith from first to last”. The gospel message reveals God’s kindness, his mercy, his goodness and his righteousness. He extends this grace, this kindness and this mercy to us by taking away our sin which leads to death. He does this through Jesus’ death and he brings us to life again through Jesus’ resurrection (2 Corinthians 4:14; Colossians 2:12). When we believe this, we embrace God’s goodness in our hearts and faith takes root. We declare this belief with our words, expressing this faith and we live according to this belief, having cast off sin through Christ, and now live free of sin. We live in faith, looking forward to eternal life. This is the power of faith. Believing and remaining true to that faith - from faith (believing), to faith (enduring); by faith, (believing) and for faith (enduring to eternal life). The righteous will LIVE by faith. 
Faith is expressed in what we say and what we do across time, across our lives. Moffatt’s translation makes the contrast of law-keeping versus faith quite clear. He says of the Jews, “They would not surrender to the righteousness of God (which we now understand is revealed in the gospel)… because they were ignorant of his righteousness and therefore essayed to set up a righteousness of their own. Now Christ is an end to the law, so as to let every believer have righteousness…. But here is what faith righteousness says (still quoting from Moses in Deuteronomy 30). ‘The word is in your very mouth and in your heart’…. Everyone who invokes the name of the Lord will be saved.” What Israel failed to understand is that their reliance on the law condemned them because man’s righteousness can never save us, only God’s righteousness can. This is why we are saved by faith. Faith to faith is referring to not only believing, but the translation of belief into steadfast devotion to the truth – the truth is the gospel of salvation. Faith to faith means being fortified in and through the gospel; from hearing, to believing, to confessing, to being established in the gospel truth, for life. 
Perhaps people without faith in God do not have the same stability, love, tranquility or tenderness, which comes from God’s righteousness revealed in the gospel. “Children in whom is no faith” lack this enduring confirmation in God and the message of love and law expounded throughout the Bible. Perhaps Jude is speaking of these when he compares deceivers in the congregation as clouds which do not carry rain, swept along with the wind, and as trees dead and uprooted, or as waves foaming about in shame, and as wandering stars doomed to eternal darkness and gloom. 
Romans Chapter 2 is about walking the walk, not judging, but remembering that only through God’s mercy are we set on a path to salvation, through repentance. God holds out eternal life to those who in the patience of good works (doing well) seek glory, honour and immortality. But those who do not obey the truth (the opposite of this is to obey iniquity – to submit to and serve sin, which lifestyle leads to) fury wrath, condemnation. But glory honour and peace to those who do good. 

There is an expectation that believers, those who live by faith, will lead lives worthy of this calling, gift and promise. Paul makes it clear that the faithful will continue to be guided by the Torah (Ch 2:1-16). He links this to the message of the gospel. This code of conduct (the law) is implicit to the gospel message. Jesus death fulfills the law (Matthew 5:17, Deuteronomy 21:22, Romans 5:21, 6:23); He died so we might live (1 Thessalonians 5:10). He upholds the law through His life and sacrifice and Paul says we too must abide by the law. (Romans 2:13, 15) In fact the Bible makes it clear that this way of life is not a burden. Jesus says “Take my yoke upon you.. my burden is light…” (Matthew 11:29-30). Living Holy means living within the spirit of the law is part and parcel of who we are as the children of faith. The law is now a part of us, how we think and how we behave, for the law is “written on our hearts” (Romans 2:15, 2 Corinthians 3:3), as it was indeed meant to be for Israel of old (Deuteronomy 30:10). 
1 Peter 1:21-22 explains that to obey the truth is to believe in salvation/eternal life through God’s goodness, in sincere brotherly love – that is, to do good. Contrast this verse with Romans 2:12-13. You either obey the Torah, the Law, or you do not. Romans 2:14-15 show us that even Gentiles, who obey, have the Torah written on their hearts – igniting their consciences. Paul purports that it is not the hearers of the law who are acquitted on the day of judgement, but those who keep the law. Speaking to the Jews in his audience, he teaches that compliance to the gospel message means compliance to the Torah, written on our hearts. It is a spiritual matter of God, not of man.
Tying these verses to faith, confirms that we are saved by faith, but that this conviction determines in us a way of living which is holy and righteous and based on the righteousness of the Torah, the law, which is written on our hearts. 1 Peter 1:14-15 says we are to be obedient children …. As he who called you is holy, so you must be holy too in all your conduct. What then is Peter referring to? Read 1 Peter 2:11-12. “Live good lives”. 

Turn back to Exodus 31:13. It is God who makes us holy. Holy means to be set apart, sanctified, it is a sacred place or thing – consecrated or hallowed. It implies being set apart for God’s service. Being holy therefore as a condition of this faith is a reflection on our conduct, inspired by the holy law of God, now written on our hearts, mingled with love and devotion to God, to each other and to our fellow man, Thus “worshipping God acceptably” as in Hebrews 12:28.

To be “obedient to the faith”: Paul said that teaching this to the Gentiles was his life’s commission. Obedience to the faith means to believe, firstly; then to be faithful by clinging to this belief and hope - letting it dictate how we behave. Faith is so much more than saying “I believe”. “I believe.” is the start point – the end point is eternal life through salvation which is only offered through Jesus, the Christ, but the path we walk, the way we live is in holiness, based on the righteousness outlined in the law, written on our hearts with liberal expression of love, care and concern to all. “The just (the righteous) will live by faith.” The Jews thought keeping the law would save them. The non-Jew was beginning to think the law or Torah did not apply to them. Paul in the Book of Romans shows neither stance was appropriate to the believer in Christ, the faithful Jew. The Old and New Covenant are underpinned by the Torah, written on our hearts and established by faith and belief and trust in God.
Faith or Works: or Faith with Works?
It would be incomplete to end this essay without reference to the discussion regarding the relationship of faith to works. James, says “faith without works is dead”. (James 2:26). We know from the above segment regarding the Jews hope in law-keeping, that “law righteousness” has no power to salvation, only faith in “God righteousness” and allowing him to cover our sins has the power to save us. 

James 2 discusses a false teaching which was creeping in to the teachings of the fledgling church – that grace was a license to disobey, to sin (Jude 4) and to immorality. James guidance was this, that we ought to conduct ourselves uprightly, according to the Torah, the law, the 10 commandments, etc. (James 2:12). “Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom.” James continues, saying, we must be merciful if we hope to be treated mercifully and that we are to refrain from judging others. Only God is legislator and passes sentence because he alone is able to save or destroy. 
In Verse 14, James proceeds to explain that faith is a spring board for good works. We have been told our conduct ought to be according to the perfect law which gives freedom, yet there is more. Faith provides a breeding ground for care, mercy, compassion, generosity and empathy, which is borne out in good works. Good works and an upright life are evidence of living faith (Verse 20). James gives the example of Abraham’s responsiveness and obedience. In trust faith and obedience to God, he was prepared to offer his son, Isaac. By using Abraham’s example, James demonstrates that we are not justified by faith alone, but by obedience to that faith. 

We must not limit faith’s response to the letter of the law, but in the Spirit of the Law, which is love, enlarge our hearts to be established in purity, mercy and kindness.

Faith does not and cannot stand alone. Living faith is evident in how we behave and in how we tend to others. Moffatt concludes this chapter with Verse 17, “Whoever then, knows what is right to do and does not do it, that is a sin for him.” This is speaking of not only kindnesses, but also faithfulness to what God has planted in our hearts, the Law, not in its literal interpretation but in the spirit and intent in which it was given to Israel and now us. 
Faith is a deep subject and worthy of considerable reflection and meditation, along with insightful retrospection into our own behaviour, through the mirror of the perfect law which gives freedom (James 1:25). Perhaps we can slow down from our busy lives for a while and contemplate how faith is exemplified in our selves, in our lives. Our livelihood today, may at a cursory glance hinge on how we use our valuable time, i.e. our profitability, but eternal life hinges on values far more precious than a work ethic. Let’s put time aside for active good works, for random and spontaneous kindness, being ready to be inconvenienced for another’s needs to be filled, ready to share our resources to ease one another’s burdens, and being ready to take the time to provide care. Being holy and pure in your thoughts, translates to a most attractive personality and bearing, with both strength and gentleness in all we say and do.
Faith itself is power. Without faith we have no access to the power of God, but with faith, we have the power to bring about outstanding miracles and to live eternally. Without it we die in our sins. 

Faith means not only what we believe, but our adherence to our belief. Faith incorporates our hope and trust in God to fulfill his promise of eternal life for us, in Christ, but also faith is the anchor and guide to how we live our lives. We live holy lives worthy of our holy eternal calling, remembering the context in which Israel was told to be holy was in the Torah. Yes, faith is, in essence, trusting obedience and unwavering commitment, confirmed by all we say and do.

